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52 Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

These Firms 
Diamond 

Contributed To Help Make Our 
Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

Sizer Grain Service 

Rochester, Minn. 

Stoudt Briquets Co. 

St. Paul, Minn, 

Truax Traer Coal Co. 

Minot, N. Dak. 

Tip Top Bakery 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

W. W. Wallwork, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Warner & Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Farmers Union G.T.A. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Deere & Webber Co. 

Minneap.olis, Minn. 

Berg Fargo Motor Supply Inc. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Dakota Photo Engraving Co. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Wolverton Creamery 

W olvert,on, Minn. 

Weber Service 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Western Newspaper Union 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Weyerhauser Sales Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Wahpeton Pottery 

Wchpeton, N. Dak. 

Western Auto Parts, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Pioneer Fanning Mill Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dakota Sash & Door Co. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Bardwell-Robinson 

Fargo, N. D. 

Tom Leonard 

Moorhead, Minn. 

Northwestern Bell Telephone Co, 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

A :Dedicatiou to tlte Pioneers 

The deep hush hovered over the wide, wide plain as the long, lush grasses 
whispered softly to one another. For centuries it was thus. Then suddenly the 
silence was broken by the creak and groan of the great wheels of the conestoga 
wagons as they lumbered across the Red River and the Sheyenne. The plains 
rippled their welcome to the intruders. There is room enough for all, they pro
claimed. 

Some arrivers looked hungrily upon the treelessness of the prairie. This is 
Utopia, they exclaimed. "Here anything will grow without effort. We will return 
in silks and satins, our pockets lined with gold." Some others, more skeptical, 
looked deeper and saw the moisture standing upon the surface of the land, held 
there by the profusion of grasses. They shook their heads. "It's too wet. Nothing 
will grow. It's like a vast swamp." Still others, wiser by far, looked deeper yet
at the rich, sweet-smelling earth. They knew that this was their new home-that 
here unstinted effort would be bountifully rewarded. 

They rolled up their sleeves and they planted their seeds. And the roots 
reached far into the fertile soil and was nourished. They rolled up their sleeves yet 
higher and built their homes, their churches, their schools and. their town. These 
were the roots of a solid community, an uncluttered way of life. 

They worked, planned, struggled, prayed, wept and laughed. And they built. 
They lost loved ones in raging blizzards and relentless diphtheria epidemics and 
comforted one another. They sowed by hand, harvested by hand and threshed their 
grain by the trample of sturdy oxen feet. They made their own clothing, grew their 
own food, ground their own grain and yet ihad time for neighborliness - time 
to help the sick neighbor, to welcome the lonely stranger and to chatter light-heart
edly with friends. 

It is to this land, and to these pioneers who first peopled it that we dedicate 
this book and this diamond jubilee celebration. Whether we are of those who still 
call this community our home, or whether we are of those who have scattered to 
the far corners of the earth, it is here we have our roots. 

TO OUR PIONEER PARENTS 

They rest within the shelter of the prairies, 
To which they carne to seek their living from the sod, 

With 1:ts long grasses undulating in the winds 
Like waves iipon the sea, and then as pathless as an ocean. 

May we now living on this ground, patterned with farmsteads, 
Thriving towns and fields of golden grain, 

Perpetuate their memory with Honor, Pricle and Gratitude; 
For their untold vicissititdes with stalwart bravery borne, 

Their vision for the fiiture, and their faith in God to lead them, 
We give them homage. 

Alvilla Trana Tryhns 
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A Brief History -1871-1955 

These Firms 

Diamond 

Contributed To Help Make Our 

Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

North Dakota Metal Culvert Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Newday Seedsmen 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Northwestern Hannah Fuel Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

O'Day Equipment Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Otter Tail Power Co. 

Wahpeton, N. Dak. 

Peschel's 

Breckenridge, Minn. 

L. G. Pratt Co.

Fargo, N. Dak. 

The Pierce Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Pioneer Coffee Co. 

Moorhe,ad, Minn. 

Picands Mather & Co. 

West Duluth, Minn. 

Russ Buick Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Russell Miller Milling Co. 

Valley Cit.v, N. Dak. 

Rott-Keller Supply Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Richland County Farmer-Globe 

W c;hpeton, N. Dak. 

Rudy's Distributing Service 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Red Dot Foods, Inc. 

11,1 adison, Wis. 

Standard Oil Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Shirley-Ohnstad Co., Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 
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50 Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

These Firms ':Contributed To Help Make Our 
Diamona :Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

Hektner Insurance 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Hudson Mfg; Co. 

Minneapotis, Minn. 

R. R. Howell & Co. 

. '11inneapo.is, Minn. 

ffighway Trailer Co. 
. Edgerton/ Wis. 

T. E. Ibherson Co. 

Minneapotis, Mi.nn. 

Interstate Seed & Grain Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Jacobson Machine.tW:orks 

lJri.1t:-nineapo,is, Minn. 

A. Kemp Fish Co.
Duluth, Minn:

Knerr Ice Cream Co. 
Fargo, lY. Duk. 

Kost. Bros. 
Moorhe'lld, Minn. 

Knife River Coal Mining Co. 

Bismarck, N. Dak. 

Lochtan Bros. Co. 
C hie ago, Ill. 

Lavelle Lumber Sales Co. 
Fargo, N. Dak. 

1. H; Miller Mfg. Co.
St. Paul, Minn.

Midland Coop., Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Murphy Products Co. 
Burlington, Wis. 

Nodak Wholesale Supply Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Northern School Supply Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

A pageant, "Kith and Kindred," to be presented 
on July 3 and 4, was planned, written, and directed 
by a committee of Kindred people. The cast is made 
up of members of nearly every family in the com
munity. It was the committee's aim to choose in
cidents, serious and humorous, typical of Kindred's 
development from a settlement of pioneer farm 
homes to a well-knit community with a small city as 
its center. 

Tihe pageant is a series of pictures beginning 
with the coming of the first settler in Barrie Town-
ship in 1869 to a scene in a 1955 kitchen. An ox 
team and covered wagon bring in the first settlers' 
families. A pioneer home forms the background 
showing the organization of the first church and 
Ladies' Aid Society, and a rehearsal of the famous 
Norman Silver Concert Band. Kindred's first Fourth 
of July celebmtion follows scenes depictizyg the 
building of the railroad and the first train on the 
new line. There is a reproduction, life-size, of a 
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photograph of Kindred's earliest baseball team. In 
the Opera House, a square dance party takes place, 
as well as Alexander Bull's violin concert, a meeting 
of the High Binders' Club, a party by the Woodmen, 
featuring a male quartet and a punch bowl, and the 
graduation exercises of an eighth grade class. Fol
lowi11-g the highlights of Kindred's disastrous fire of 
1900, the first mail carrier in North Dakota will 
cross the stage, and the "cup doctor" will appear. 
Small groups of the f908-1912 period take the fam
iliar walk along the railroad tracks to the river, and 
a high school class on a picnic sing songs of World 
War I. Mr. and Mrs. Sam Lykken in a picture of 
the development of Kindred L barley are followed 
by th\;: Rural Electrification story. In the final scene, 
veterans · of wars, 4-H members, the high sohool 
band, and members of the pageant cast are grouped 
about a human flag. The pageant comes to a close 
with the band leading the assemblage on stage and 
the audience in the Natio11!al Anthem. 

Early Fourth of July Celebration in Kindred. 
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These Firms Contributed To Help Make Our 

Diamond Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

Fargo Linoleum Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fritz Truck 

Enderlin, N. Dak. 

Fargo Detroit Ice Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fargo Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fairway Foods 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Minnesota Farm Bureau Plant 

/Yloorhead, Minn. 

Fargo Seed House 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fargo Steel Products, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fargo Packing Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Gaffaney's 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Gamble Robinson Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

R. F. Gunkleman & Sons 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

George Kem Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Gerold Equipment Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Great Lakes Coal & Dock 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Graybar Electric Co. 

IY/inneapolis, Minn. 

U:olsum Bakery 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

A. J. Hausauer 

Wahpeton, N. Dak. 
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These Firms Contributed To Help Make Our 

Diamond Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

R. E. Burneister Electric Corp. 

Minneapolis, Min'n. 

Bergstrom-Vorborg Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

· Battin Paper Products

· Minneapolis, Minn.

Barton Salt Co. 

Hutchinson, Kansas 

. Branick Company, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. ·. · 

Bergseth Fish Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Geo. A. Clark & Son 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Coca-Cola Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Cass Clay Creamery Assn. 

Moorhead, Minn. 

Cargill, Inc, 

Minneapolis, Min·n. 

Oliver A. Eide 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Curtis 1000, Inc. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Dakota Electric Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Dacotah Paper Co . 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

El Mar Sales Co., Ine. 

. Minneapolis, Minn. 

Fargo Foundry 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fairmont Creamery Co. 

11-foorhead, .Minn. 

Fargo Glass & Paint Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 
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7 :00 to 9:00 
9:30 

11 :00 

Program 
Sunday, July 3rd 

Forenoon 
Fly In Breakfast 
Dedication of the Hamry 1Airfield 
Religious Service 
Community Chorus, Victor Hehn, Director 

Afternoon 
Sunday Afternoon Old Settlers Get-Together 

Evening 
8 :30 Pageant ( Kith and Kindred) 

8:00 
8:30 

10:30 
10:30 

l :30
2:00
4:00
5:30
7:00

8:30 

10:00 

8:00 
l 0:00
10:00

l :00
2:00
2:30
5:00
7:30

Monday, July 4th 

Forenoon 
Registration of Visitors Commences 
Pion·eer Breakfast cit the Kindred High School Gymnasium 
Jet Salute 
Parade (Old Time) 

Afternoon 
Horse Parade 
Rodeo 
Baseball (Walcott Independents vs. Kindred Independents) 
Firemen's Water Fight 
Band Concert 

Evening 
Pageant (Kith and Kindred) 
Fi reworks fol lowing the Pag,eant 
Dance 

Tuesday, July 5th 

Forenoon 
Registration 
Jet Salute 
Parade 

Afternoon 
Sam Lykken Recognition 
Horseshoe Tournament 
Baseball Game (Kindred Jr. Legion vs. Lisbon Jr. Legion) 
Band Concert 
Free Show ( Harris Nelson, Patty Clark, Lee Stewart and 

Ken Kennedy) 
Awarding of Prizes 

ALL DAY EVENTS 

See
Exhibits 
Wi Id Life Exhibits 

Roving German Band 
Fairway Shows 
Pioneer Exhibits 

5 
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Jlisf (1t!f (11 Kindred
INTRODUCTION TO HISTORY OF PIONEER 
SETTLERS OF KINDRED COMMUNITY 

In this year of 1955, many of us are trying to 
recreate the past as it was experienced in this Kin
dred community when the first settlers came here in 
1871. Eighty-four years have come and gone, yet 
we have a few who can remember the coming of 
the first train and the struggles and hardships their 
parents had to face. They have lived through the 
bad and good times alike and have made Kindred 
and the surrounding area what it is today. 

Our history must start with the coming of two 
young men, namely Ole Hertsgaard and Ole Iverson, 
who came here in the spring of 1871. Having been 
sent by their friends and relatives, they were to find 
the best possible land on which they all could build 
their homes and develop their farms. It should be 
stated that in 1870, Peder Borderud, Simon Hanson, 
his nephew, John Rustad and Ole Svengaard had 
been in this area of the Red River Valley to see 
what possibilities this land offered. They came by 
horses and wagon and returned to Iowa, some of 
them coming back again the next year with their 
families or friends. 

As our history is to include only the settling of 
Kindred and adjacent area, we must confine our
selves to those who started their homes here. Since 
the two scouts, Hertsgaard and Iverson, decided that 
this was the place that they could recommend to 

their friends, they sent a letter, mailing it from Fort 
Abercrombie, back to Houston County, Minnesota, 
where their relatives and friends were temporarily 
living with other relatives who had established homes 
there. In June, a covered wagon drawn by oxen 
finally brought the first family to settle here. This 
was the Hertsgaard family composed of the mother, 
Mrs. Ingeri Hertsgaard, Ole's brothers Knut and 
Peder, and their sisters, Barbara, Birget and Olaug. 
Ole E.Perhus also came with this group as he had 
been a neighbor. Another young man by the name 
of Ole E. Oie came in contact with tihe the two scouts 
in May of that year and was with them when these 
settlers arrived. 

They proceeded to settle on lands that they 
thought could be homesteaded although no one knew 
where the section and quarter lines might be as only 
township lines had been surveyed. Later in the sum
mer, the following families came: Peder Borderud, 
Hans Bjerke, Simon Hanson, Erick Lee, Arne Lee, 
Soren Ottis, Petter Trana, Hans Trangsrud, Ole 
Tuskind, Hans Ellefsrud, Ole Herbrandson, Even 
Johnson, Carl Nelson, Gullick Olsoin, Helge Olson, 
Ole Olsgaard, Ole Stromsness and John Rustad. 

These first settlers all took up homesteads on 
land adjacent to the Sheyenne river since its timber 
and water contributed much in making this land 
their home. We can imagine the activity in which 
these first pioneers were engaged. Shelter had to be 

FIFTEEN OF THE EARLY SHEYENNE RIVER PIONEERS 
(Taken in 1905) 

Standing, left to right: Ole Toppen, Iver Braaten, Peder J. Hertsgaard, Ole Tideman, Ole Perhus, 
Knut Haakenson, Arne Perhus, Sitting: Erik T. L�e, �ven Ulsaker, Knut Hertsgaard, Ole N. Olsgaard,
Knut Iverson Koso, Asle Mikk.el::ion, Thore Erikson, N1I� l3r;;ikke.

A Brief History -1871-1955 47 

Jt �akes A StrOHf/Cf �{1 rel! rite Stor11 

In the May 24th, 1928, issue of the Kindred TrUC �t!'ke:.6ttitural side of life. The cultural activities center 
bune, we find a story that we think is worth repe;;tt- around the Church ajnd school, etc." End of quota
ing. Mr. Alf Ringen was the editor at that time and tion .. 
in another am:icle tells of the Bankers of the Third 
District having held then- annual cQnvention in Kin
dred the previous week. They held their meeting in 
the school auditorium opening the meeting at eleven 
A.M. After having lunch, the Bankers were shown
around town and after holding their afternoon ses
sioin, were taken on a trip around our countryside
led by Mr. John VanArnam and Mr. Fred Irish of
Fargo. When they returned, they were served a
banquet prepared by the local Ladies Aid in the
Church basement. Music was furnished by the High
School Glee Club and also the orchestra. A reporter
from the Fargo Forum must have been in attendance
since fue Forum carried a fine editorial the next day.
This is what Mr. Ringen printed oin the front page
with the heading that we have used above.

Here is what the Forum stated "Kindred is a de
lightful little ,town, surrounded by one of the wealth
iest, happiest, most contented farming communities 
of the state. One would go far before finding a more 
serene and placid pastoral scene than is to be wit-
1nessed in driving almost any direction from Kindred, 
but particularly in the view to the southwest. The 
gentle slope of the first beach of old Lake Aggassiz 
dotted with picturesque groves may be seen in the 
distance as it gradually dses above the level floor of 
the flat valley bottom land - a landscape of real 
beauty." 

"But there is more to the countryside than pretty 
landscapes, as is proved by the fact that Kindred 
bank deposits total close to $1,500,000. Is it little 
wonder then that the people of Kindred have a com
munity pride and loyalty that is fairly bubbling over? 

"In oine of the store windows there was a display 
of several pictures of athletic teams of the Kindred 
High School, of the Glee Clubs and the Orchestra 
of the school and a placard which told all that 'Kin
red Takes Pride In Its School.' 

"At a banquet which was served in the fine ban
quet room of the Kindred Lutheran Church, the visi
tors were given evidence that Kindred is developing 

In this year of 1955, we find that the bank de
posits in the Kindred State Bank is, and has been 
for ,several years, approximately $2,000,000. It is 
also estimated that our citizens have purchased and 
are holding over. $500,000 in Government bonds. 
This should demonstrate that our Kilndred communi
ty is in a healthy financial condition. 

In a:-eviewing the sights that one can see today 
both in our city and in our surrounding farming 
area, one can inot help but feel the same feelings of 
pride as expressed by the Forum in 1928. When we 
look at the many fine business establishments, the 
beautiful homes and well kept lawns in Kindred, the 
many fine farmsteads peopled with fine farm folk 
who practice the best in farming methods as is evi
denced by their beautiful fields of grailn, potatoes, 
sugar beets, alfalfa, soy beans and pastures, we can 
be proud of past achievements. 

Kindred has"· always been a bustling business 
town. In these later years, we have had a yard stick 
by which we could measure a town's business ac
tivity, namely the sales tax figures released each year. 
In 1953 and again in 1954, K�ndred collected more 
sales taxes per capita than any other town or city in 
the state and topped the list by a liberal margin. This 
year Tioga led the list but we believe that their pop
ulation has increased several times over because of 
their finding oil and that the figures released did not 
give us a true .picture. 

In bringi)ng this history to a close, we wish to 
acknowledge our thanks to the editors of the Kindred 
Tribune, both past and present. Without the files of 
the Tribune at our disposal, it would have been im
poss�ble for us to have given you much information 
that we have included in this booklet. We have been 
fortunate �n having had a newspaper published con
tinuously since 1900 and we are proud of its record. 

Kindred's past has been outs1!anding. The whole 
community looks forward to a promising future. 
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rite Rig lire 
It was two o'clock in the morning of May 28th, 

in 1901. That was the time of THE BIG FIRE that 
destroyed nearly half of K�ndred's business district. 
The fire started in the butcher shop operated by Mr. 
M. Rube[ He had started to render lard the day
before and quite likely, this was the cause of the 
conflagration. 

They ,were fortunate in that ,there was very little 
wind but the fire was so intense that burning shingles 
and embers were carried nearly two miles north of 
town, and the sky was lit up as bright as day. 

With �o fire fighting equipment available in that 
day except water pumped from a well and carried 
in a pail, the fire raged until it had destroyed twenty
two business places. 

Many stories can be told of the efforts of men 
and women to save their belongings. For example 
-the Johnson Sisters operated a millinery shop a)nd
they carried their stock of hats in boxes out into a
inea11by field. Next day, they discovered that they
had transported many boxes that had been empty.
Another story told, was - a merchant whose store
did not burn but seemed to be doomed, became so
excited that he was unable to unlock the door. He
proceeded to kick in. a window. �nother - in the
excitement of removmg merohand1se from the Ev
ingson'is store,· Miss Mmnie Evingson, then a young 
lady, grabbed a keg of herring weighing perhaps 100 
pounds and of little value, carrying it out when she 
could have saved bolts of silks and satins instead. 

Many of Kindred's first buildings were poorly 
constructed and designed. After the fire, Kindred 
experi�nced a building boom and the destroyed 
buildings were replaced with improved structures 
that have helped make Kindred the business center 
that it is today. 

Here is how the fire was reported in the columns 
of the Fargo Forum at thart time. 

"Pretty Little Town of Kindred, In Southern Cass, 
Suffers a Severe Loss By Fire. Almost the Entire 
Business Section of the City in Ruins. Loss $100,-
000, Insurance $32,000. 

"Two bfocks of the business portioin of the city 
are in ruins as the result of the big conflagration 
whkh started here at 2 o'clock this morning. 

"The burning buildings include the leading busi
ness houses, hotel, bank, and newspaper. Twenty
two places were destroyed and the total loss is placed 
a:t $100,000, with rubout $32,000 insura1nce. 

The flames were first discovered in the butcher 
shop owned by M. Rubel. There was very little 
wind, but the fire gained good headways before the 
citizens were aroused and as all the buildings were 
frame, and some of them old, the blaze spread rap
idly. Lack of any organized fire department or fa-

cilities for fighting the flames made it impossible to 
check the progress of the fire till the best portion of 
the city had been destroyed. 

Among the places burned were: Johnsoin's livery 
,stable, Rubel's meat market, the blacksmith shop, 
Rustad's machinery hall, Rustad'1i hotel, The Kin
dred Tribune, The Kindred State Bank, Prom's res
taurant, barber shop, Halland's lumber yard, Eving
soo's big general store, the postofifice, Myhra's hard
ware store, Berg's restaurant, millinery store, Myh
ra's lumber yard, Richard's residence, and Myhra 
machine shed. 

The latter had just been completed and were 
ready for occupancy. 

Four other places were bl.llfned. 

A call for help was sent to Davenport and efforts 
were made to bring the engine down, but it was too 
larte to accomplish anything. 

The citizens worked hard to protect the property 
and their efforts at saving some of the merchaindise 
was foirly successful. A great deal of matter was 
carried out, though some of it was badly damaged. 

Evingson, Myhra and Rustad are the heaviest 
losers. Tl;te fire falls doubly on Editor Weatherhead 
of the Kindred Tribune, who was burned out at 
Hunter a few months ago. He removed here and 
had just gotten nicely started, in business. His paper 
will be issued this weeks just as if nothing happe\ned. 

All the burned district will.he rebuilt with brick. 

OUR EFFORTS FOR BETTER ROADS 

With many of our roads in our area made up of 
heavy gumbo that can be impassable in wet weather, 
our township officers in Normanna and Davenport 
Townships and the Kindred Coll)ncil started, back 
in 1944, a p1an for a better system of maintaining 
roads. After a period of discussion and an election, 
it was decided to jointly purchase a diesel powered 
road maintainer and to hire an operator by the year 
to insure the best roads possible. 

In 1945, the ma�ntiainer was delivered, and a 
large garage erected in Kindred. This outfit has now 
been in operation for ten years and has been the 
means of furnishing the community with roads that 
are usuable both winter and summer. Gravel has 
been spread on most of the township roads, es
pecially those that are traveled most, a1nd we have 
several county roads that pass through this area. 

The city of Kindred has let a contraot that will 
pav,e most of the streets ,and we hope that much of 
the work will be finished by the time of our 75th 
Anniversary Celebration. Thus, we can chronicle 
another milestone in our path of progress. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

provided for man and beast. Some crops, such as 
potatoes and a little wheat were planted so that there 
would be food through the winter. There was an 
abundance of game on these prairies and fish in the 
Sheyenne river that could be taken by those who had 
the time and inclination to hunt and fish. Wild fruits, 
such as June berries, chokecherries, gooseberries and 
plums helped to vary the diet of those hungry, hard
working pioneers. 

In the space of only a few years, every acre of 
land along the Sheyenne was homesteaded or pur
chased from the Northern Pacific Railroad, who had 
obtained every other section in a strip forty miles 
wide on the north and south side of the N. P. Rail
road going west. The government had made this 
allotment of land availwble to the Railroad as an 
incentive for the Northern Pacific to extend their 
railroad to the Pacific Coast. 

The earliest settlers who located along the river 
did not believe that much of the prairie land would 
ever be fit for farming. The tall grass held the mois
ture so that during the summer, much of the land 
was soggy and covered with water. As each succeed
ing year brought more and more settlers by 18 81, 
nearly all the land for miles had been taken or pur-
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chased. When this Red River Valley land was ·made 
black by the plow, the settlers soon discovered that 
most of it could produce crops in abundance, and 
the sun and winds soon dried up the excess water. �· 

Practically all of our pioneers were Norwegians. 
Most of them had come from Norway to relatives or 
friends who had settled in southern Minnesota, 
northern Iowa and parts of Wisconsin. They found 
work there for one or more years, then striking out 
for the Red River Valley. In most cases, these Nor
wegians were young people. They were an ambitious 
lot and accustomed to hard work and a simple mode 
of life since they were the sons and daughters of 
parents who had little with which to provide of 
earthly goods but nevertheless strong both spiritually 
and physically. They were an adventurous people. 
They undoubtedly inherited this trait from their Vik
ing fore-fathers. In the homeland surroundings, 
there was little oppol.11:unity for young folks to better 
their lot. Since they had read about the brilliant 
future that America offered and had spoken with 
those who had :been here and were back home on a 
visit, it is not surprising that so many young people 
were leaving Norway and other parts of Europe in 
this period, consequently making their governments 
worry about their declining population. 

ALL RESIDENTS OF KINDRED BEFORE 1880 
Left to right, standing: Louis Ottis, George Vangsness, Anthon Elstad, J. 0. Hertsgaard, J. J. Nettum 

Erick Swiggum, Lars Lahren, Andrew Olerud, Martin Stenberg, Ole Jordet, Nels H. Myhre, Elling Ulness; 
Tom Perhus. 

Middle row: Mrs. T. P. Borderud, T. P. Borderud, Lars Swiggum, Nels H. Bergh. 
Front row: Henry Husebye, Ed Nygard, John Jensen, Christ Nygard. 
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The hardships that the early settlers had to en
dure were greater than any of us today would be 
willing to bear. It took real courage to start their 
journey by oxen drawn wagons over trails that were 
not found on any map. They were told that they 
could expect threats of violence by Indians, the de
struction of crops by hordes of grasshoppers, the 
mosquitoes that plagued both man and beast, the 
uncertainty of crops because of frequent floods, the 
great distances to markets and the severe winters and 
storms. Still they came. Tihe hope that here they 
could soon own a homestead of one hundred and 
sixty acres and later acquire more by purchase or by 
the planting of trees, spurred them. The goals they 
set for themselves lightened the burdens of sweat and 
toil that they encountered in achieving them. 

The lack of money was experienced by almost all 
of these early settlers. Some took advantage of the 
need for laborers at Fort Abercrombie where the 
government maintained a large garrison and had to 
put up a lot of hay besides cropping land to produce 
feed for their many horses . It is told that Petter 
Trana was one of those who worked at the Fort. On 
a Sunday that he wanted to look over his home
stead on tlhe Sheyenne river, he walked the twenty 
miles, the distance it lay from the Fort. Later in the 
day, he walked back again, a total distance of forty 
miles , and, quite likely thought notlhing of the feat. 
In the early seventies, employment was to be had in 
Moorhead and later in Fargo, but few could be 
spared because of the need for every able bodied 
man or woman to help build the log houses and 
stables that were so desperately needed to be com
pleted before winter set in . 

These early settlers , having all come from across 
the seas by s ail bo ats, a journey that oftentimes took 
months and weeks because of adverse winds and 
rough seas, were a friendly people . No one was able 
to be so independent that he and his family could 
live and work by themselves . To help one another 
was the order of the day. They shared their good 
fortunes as well as their sorrows . Little things, such 
as the purchase of a simple chair that would add 
comfort. t<? �heir horn� could be . an occasion of neigh
borly re101cmg. Imagme the enjoyment from the first 
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potatoes dug from the rich soil when served on their 
tables. Fresh milk was missing to many for months 
at a time. Yeast, that must be kept growing in every 
home, if accidently spilled or destroyed, had to be 
obtained from the good neighbor 's wife. 

This virtue of friendliness so prevalent in this 
new settlement, is one that we could stress more in 
our lives today. No home was so cr o wded that 
friends or strangers alike were not welcomed for food 
or shelter, and the host did not apologize for the 
accommodations he co uld offer. Everyone was happy 
to give of what they had. Neither did they hesitate in 
working together in obtaining the means that built 
character, the church, and the school. Each succeed
ing year saw improvements, and today we can point 
with pride to the co untless visible accom plishments 
that have made this community what it is today. 

In 1 8 80, when the railroad was being built, many 
obtained work as the soil that was needed in building 
up the road bed was moved by men with spades and 
wheel-barrows . Picture the amount of work this re
quired. Many years later, one could see the mounds 
of soil where the plank had rested while the earth 
around it had been wheeled in to the road bed . This 
graphically illus,trates the great changes that have 
taken place in these seventy -five years that we are 
now celebrating. Today we live in a machine age 
that has made such progress that factories are able , 
through electronic controls, to manufacture com
plete machines witho ut the manual super vision or
control of men. In the days of our firs t settlers . 
every undertaking required hand labor and much of 
it. This was not the place for shirkers to come to . 
Here, work, just plain work, spelled success and 
work they did ! 

Since most of these early settlers had friends and 
relatives in Norway who, too wished to emigr ate to 
these United States ,  but oould not because of the 
lack of funds, it was not long before "New- comers" 
began arriving in our midst. It is hard for us to rea
li:re today the scrimping and saving that our fore
fathers imposed on .themselves in order that they 
might help relatives and friends to share in the op
portunities offered here . Later, when our farmers 

Farm Seen� in the early '90 's .  This farm home titled "One of Our Modern Farms," will be found on another page
The two pictures demonstrate the progress made. 

A Brief History 
-

1871 -1955 

Thomas Hagen -Electrical contractor, son of Einar 
Hagen. 

Ben Gilbertson -Owner of apiary and nursery for-
merly of Milnor, North Dakota. 

J. G. _Owen -Electrician and local manager of Otter 
Tail Po wer Company, son of Christ Owen. 

Carl Trom -Owner of Kindred Implement Com
pany, local �ohn Deere dealer. Formerly agent for 
Standard Oil Company. Present mayor of Kin
dred and son of Ole Trom. 

Art Johnson -Co -o wner of Korner Ser vice Station . 

Grant Ellingson -Co -owner of Korner Ser vice Sta
tion. 

Johnny Skari_,Building contractor and son of Iver 

Skari. 

Carroll Beguhn -Local McNess dealer. 

Iver Solvick- Well digger. 

Rev. Gruneich -Pas tor of Evangelical United Breth
ren Church . 
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C. C. Clemmons -Associate Editor of the Kindred 
Tribune and former owner. 

Edwin Overboe -Certified seed potato gr o wer and 
owner of large warehouse facilities in Kindred. 
Son of Thomas Overboe. 

John and Lloyd Andvick -Potato warehouse o wn
ers, father and son farmers. Dealers in certified 
seed potatoes. 

Norris Swenson- Television repairman and .farmer, 
son of Ole Swenson. 

M. Donald Schmit -Local manager of Northwes t-
ern Bell Tele phone Company. 

Mrs. Thomas Hagen -Dressmaker. 

Mrs. Leonard Seitz -Dressmaker . 

Jack's Cafe -Formerly the Kindred Ho tel Cafe no w 
oper a ted by Jack Kepros . 

Dr. E. J. War wick--Chiropractor who gives par t 

time ser vice in Kindred each week. 

One of the many Moder n Far ms in the Kindr ed Ar ea .
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Willard Grager-Manager of the Cass Cou11ty Elec
tric Cooperative, better known as the R.E.A., 
Rural Electrification Association. 

Wilbur Petry-Hardwareman and auctioneer. 

Albert Berkley-Implement dealer and owner of 
Feecl and Seed Store. 

Mrs. Lawrence Moderow-Operator of Beauty 
Shop. 

Carl Owen-Full-time city employee and son of 
Christ Owen. 

Edwin N. Herwick-Superintendent of the Kindred 
Public Schools. 

C. C. Donnovan-Barber noted for his humor and
generosity with his nickels �to the kiddies.

Lawrence Knutson-Editor of the Kindred Tribune. 

Nate Thompson-Cafe owner and aviation enthus
iast. 

Johnny Dahlen-Manager of the Kindred Municipal 
Liquor Store, retired farmer and son of Ole Dah
len. 

Leonhard Seitz-Gamble Store owner and former 
school teacher. 

Olander Olson-Owner of Kindred Meat Market, 
having taken over the market from his father, Ole 
0. Olson,

Fred Mindeman-Former Theater owner and re
tired farmer from Barney, North Dakota. 

Carl Ulness-Drug Store owner and driver for Kin-
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dred Farmers Union Oil Company. Wife man
ages the Drug Store. Son of Eni;ebret Ulness. 

Fred Backstrand-Hotel and tavern keeper. 

Ted Eckre-Cream station owner, retired farmer 
and son of Andrew Eckre. 

Dr. William J. Ford-Dentist and son of Dr. Wm. J. 
Ford of Fargo. Currently practicing two days per 
week in Kindred. 

Paul Simonson-Teacher and recreational director 
and soon to open the Kay Theater. 

T. and E. Service-Garage owned and operated by
Theadore and Emil Koskela.

Clayton Johnson-Owner of Sheyenne Equipment 
Co.,Implemeint dealer, son of Adolph Johnson. 
of Davenport, North Dakota. 

S. 0. Groethe-Blacksmith and Electrical and paint
store owner.

Lawrence Walstad-manager of Kindred Farmers 
Union Oil Company. 

Mrs. Lowell Simenson-Agent for Avon Cosmetics 

Byron Hamre-Standard Oil Company agent. 

A. H Rich-Garage owner and auto dealer serving
a large territory.

Ing. Sandager-Funeral Home Director, bookkeeper 
for Kindred Implement Company, son of the late 
Rev. C. N. Sandager, pastor of Norman parish. 

These are town men and 
farmers of Kindred and vi
cinity who are all dressed 
up for the Jubilee. Whis• 
kers, hats, hatbands, shirts, 
buttons and everything that 
goes to help along the Ju
bilee. 

A Brief Riston, -1871-195S 

needed farm laborers, it was a common practice for 
them to send tickets to young men who wished to 
emigrate to this country and who later worked long 
enough for the farmer to pay for his fare. Hired 
girls, too, were secured in this manner. Many of 
these "New--comers" wanted to learn English and 
would attend the different schools during the winter 
months. Because of their age variance and their lack 
of speaking English readily, they created quite a 
novelty when they appeared in the primary grades. 

No record can be found where it is told that In
dians molested the early pioneers. They frequently 
traveled the Sheyenne by canoe and oftentimes ap
peared at the homes that dotted the area adjacent 
to it. They generally begged for food, and many a 
housewife who might be home alone with her child
ren, was at her wits end to know what to do in the 
event any disturbance might occur. After receiving 
food, they usually left peacefully, but sometimes 
they acted as if they meant harm since they saw how 
frightened the children were. 

In 1881 and again in 1890, a sad disaster struck 
the settlement in the form of the dreaded disease, 
diphtheria. Our older graveyards show mute evi
dence of the tragedy that visited many of our fam
ilies. The Carl Anderson family lost four of their 
children in the space of a few weeks time, and others 
buried one, two and three. In 1890, the Arne Perhus 
family lost six of their eight children. Neighbors 
with children were unable to give help but Mrs. Knut 
Nipstad and her daughter could not refrain from 
lending their assistance in this time of trouble. They 
were able to keep the disease from the Nipstad home 
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by changing all their clothes out in the woods before 
and after they had been in the Perhus home. What 
coumge and what sympathy they exhibited. 

Mail in a new settlement is of real concern and 
in 1874, a post-office was established in a log house 
s1tuated about three miles southwest of Kindred. It 
was called Sibley, in memory of General Sibley, who 
had crossed the prairies with his army in 1863 at 
about this point. The first postmasters were Enge
bret Vangsness and Erick Tune and it is said that 
they kept the mail in a box under the bed for safe
keeping. A:t first, the mail came once a week by 
carrier, from Holy Cross on the Wild Rice River, the 
first carrier having been Even Knutson who had a 
cart drawn by a bob-tailed horse. Others who car
ried mail (some by horseback) were Ghrist Owen. 
Iver Hopstad, Charles Morgan and a Schultz, of 
Owego. The route extended as far west as Fort Ran
som. In a few years, this postoffice was discontinued 
and one started at Norman. Later when Kindred 
had a postoffice there was a star route from Barrie 
to Kindred and then to Norman, the service being 
frequent. Norman served a large area and Gustav 
Johnson was the last pos,tmaster there. 

There is something in the atmosphere or in the 
fertile soil of this community, or both, placed there 
by nature's God, which makes the roots of plants 
and men alike, grow deep into this productive soil. 
It may be through this influence that a spirit of help
fulness and cooperation between neighbors has been 
fostered in our midst. This sipirit has spread through-
out the city of Kindred and the entke area. 

Kindred was not very old when a group of pio-

An Early Threshing Scene, Propably of the early '90's as the machine has the straw-carrier instead of a blower, 
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neers organized a grain marketing agency under the 
name of the Kindred Farmers Elevator Company. 
This organization had to struggle for its existence 
during its early days. Through the splendid cooper
ation of the community as well as the business men 
of Kindred, it conquered its difficulties, and expand
ed. Other groups have since developed into success
ful business enterprises. When the Kindred School 
was in need of a gymnasium, t!he entire community 
lent a helping hand which resulted in a splendid 
auditorium which also serves as a community center 
today. 

May we, who have been assigned the task of 
gathering material for this area's history, beg your 
indulgence in presenting this booklet. Because of the 
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lack of time - also the lack of information concern
ing many of the pioneers - and, because we desire 
the book to be sold at a reasonable price, we have 
been forced, in many instances, to confine the avail
able information to short sketches. The heads of the 
pioneer families who settled here from 18 71 to 18 8 2 
are those whom we have named. We hope their sons 
and daughters now living, and grandchildren as well, 
will add to their families his,tories as some already 
have done. All of us can be proud of our forefath
ers, and we should develop more "Sven Ulsakers" 
and "J. P. Hertsgaards" who took the time and ef
fort needed in putting down on paper what com
prised muoh of our early history. Without their help, 
we would have very little to report to you today. 

Threshing Scene of early days. 

.. · THE NORMAN COMMUNITY BAND (Taken in 1880's) 
Members, left to right: Gustav Johnson, Chris Sundblad, K. 0. Abraham:son, Christian Olson, 

Chris Owen, Bernhard Trangsrud, Amund Trangsrud, Halvor Dahler, Axel Trangsrud, Ole 
Brodshaug, Helmer Tryhus, Andrew Bakken, Martin Stenhjem, Julius Habberstad, Edward 
Herbranson, John Tryhus, Torbjorn Borderud. 

A Brief History - 1871-1955 

Erwin S. Dahlen-Building contractor, son of Ole 
Dahlen. 

Hjalmer Rustad�Museum owiner and son of John 
Rustad. 

Clarence Golberg-Manager of Kindred Oil Com
pany and son of Sven Golberg. 

John Rogne-Contractor, now retired and located 

A mixed groun of. Kin
dred and vicini.ty . ladies 
and men in Jubilel� attire
styles of 1880 o:t: ·a little 
later. 
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Kindred and vicinity la
dies and little girls, all 
dressed up in the styles of 
the eighties. They are ready 
for the seventy-fifth anni
versary Jubilee. 

in Kindred since 1896. 

Ivan Rustad-Implement and auto dealer, excavator 
and masonry contractor, farm owner and lover of 
horses, Grandson of John Rustad. 

Harold Jordet-Recreation Parlor owner and son of 
Albert J ordet. 

Lawrence D. Larsen-Merchant and son of Martin 
Larsen and at present acting postmaster. 
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has followed in his father's footsteps. John is also 
a practicing lawyer. 

I 

Ralph L. Trom-Cashier and son of Ole Trom 
of Casselton, North Dakota, and former Kindred 
pioneer citizen. 

Clarence Evenson-Blacksmith to whom people 
come from quite a distance because of his abili
ties. 

Another group of men of 
Kindred and vicinity, with 
their whiskers, hats and 
other Jubilee adornment. 
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A group of Kindred and 
vicinity ladies dressed in 
Jubilee attire, dresses. 
hats and other styles of 
that age. The lady seated 
in front is Mrs. Marie Ja
cobson, said to be one of 
the oldest citizens of the 
city. 

Kindred Farmers Elevator Company-Edwin Erick
son, Manager of the Elevator Dapartment and 
son of Knute Erickson. 

Ruben D. Larson-Newly elected manager of the 
Lumber Department and formerly of Hatton, 
North Dakota. 

Kenneth Johnson-Owner of Kindred Pfombing and 
Heating Company, one of Kindred's newest es
tablishments. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

1871 

Jacob Shelver 

Jacob Shelver came to Dakota territory in 1871 
and homesteaded on a form near Norman. Mrs. 
Elias Guberud, who was Shelver's daughter, was 
born on this homestead in 1872. Mr. Shelver was a 
carpenter when he came and on weekends he walked 
to Fargo to get groceries and supplies. Mrs. Martha 
Vangerud was also his daughter. 

Carl Steneger 

Carl Steneger oame from Spring Grove in 1871 
with his family and homesteaded on the farm now 
owned by Harry Stenberg. He sold his farm in 1881 
and mov,ed to Kindred where he clerked in a store 
and taught school. 

Mrs. lngerid Hertsgaard 

In June, 1871, the first covered wagon drawn 
by oxen to reach the Sheyenne River in the Kindred 
vicinity brought Mrs. Ingerid Hertsgaard and her 
family and a young neighbor, Ole E. Perhus. The 
Hertsgaard family consisted of two young men, 
Knut and Peder, and their sisters, Barbara, Bergit 
and Olaug. The oldest brother, Ole, together with 
Knut Iverson Kuso, who had arrived on April 14, 
1871, were sent as scouts to find a suitable location. 
Another sister, Anne, had left Norway with her 
uncle and aunt, the Sorlie family, when she was 
twelve ye·ars of age and located at Spring Grove, 
Minnesotia, but had left for California before her 
motlier.and the rest of the family arrived from Nor
way. The Hertsgaard family oame to Rock Prairie, 
Wisconsin from Norway in 1869 and later proceeded 
to Spring Grove, Minnesota. 
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Ole Evanson Oie 

Ole Oie was born in Norway, January 16, 1837. 
He immigrated to Goodhue County, Minnesota, at 
31 years of age. There he was married to Miss Anna 
A. Hawre. He left for the Red River Valley and
arrived at the south banks of the Sheyenne River
about two miles southeast of the present city of
Kindred in May, 1871. One day as the two scouts,
Knut Iverson and Ole Hertsgaard, were exploring
upstream, they spotted a tent and thinking there
might be Indians, they carefully approached the tent
and peeped in. Here they disoovered a white man
mending his shoes. The man was Ole Oie who was
just as surprised as they were since he was of the
opinion he was the only white man along the river
for miles. He had carried the tent on his back as
well as provisions. He homesteaded where he locat
ed the tent and became quite prominent in the set
tlement. In the early 90's he moved with his family
to the state of Washington where he died. August
12, 1920.

Peter Trana 

Peter Trana came to Dakota in 1871 and took 
up homesteading near the Norman Ohuroh. In 1882 
he married Kari Olerud in the school house which 
was used as a church. Coming here when this sec
tion of the country was a wilderness, they endured 
all hardships of pioneer life. 

Ole Foss 

Ole Foss was born in Romerige, Norway, on 
November 5, 1854. He immigrated to Cambia, 
Wisoonsin, in 1870, then later to the Dakota ter
ritory settling on a farm near Kindred in 1871 which 
has since been his home He married Thorine An
derson in 1881. He died at the age of 79 years. 
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Ole Nelson Olsgaard 

Ole Olsgaard was born in Norway in 1845. His 
father died when he was three years old. He had to 
go to work as a herd's boy at_ a very early 

_
age to

help support his mother and sisters. He emigrated 
from Norway to America in 1868, settling at Rock 
Prairie and later moving to Spring Grove, Minne
sota. He arrived in the Kindred vicinity in the spring 
of 1871 together with Peter, Ole, and Knut Herts
gaard a�d Knut Iverson. He was primarily a cattle 
man. He would make trips into Minnesota to buy 
cattle and when these were fattened he would take 
them to Winnipeg, Canada, for m�rketi1!g, "'.alking 
the entire distance, his only compamon bemg his doJ. 

In the fall of 1875 he returned to Norway and 
in the spring of 1876 he returned again bringing 
with him his future wife, Guri Sorbel, and his moth
er who lived with them until her death in 1888. 

Simon Hanson 

Simon Hanson came to this territory in company 
with John Rustad in 1871. His homestead is the 
present farm of Danny Stenb'3rg .. His�ory s�ows that
the train took them as far as Ramsville, Mmnesota. 
From there to Kindred they walked. 

Arne Perhus 

Arne Perhus was born in Norway in 1843. He 
immigrated to America, settling first in G

_
oodhue 

County, Minnesota. In 1871 he c�me to thi� c�m
munity and located southeast of Kmdred. His first 
dwelling was a dug-out in the river bank of the 
Sheyenne River on the present L. A. Perhus farm. 
As this was railroad land and could not be home
steaded, he moved one half mile south where he 
homesteaded eighty acres. He later purchased the 
160 acres that he first settled on from the railroad 
company. Mr. Perhus donated two and one h�lf 
acres of land near his homestead to the commumty 
for a cemetery. 

Even Johnson 

Even Johnson, wi,th his family, came from Nor
way in 1871 to Dakota territory. They 

_
settled nort�

east of Kindred by the Sheyenne River on their 
homestead which is now owned by Martin Kruse. 
Among his sons were Ole, who settled in this com
munity, Martin, who settled near Horace, and Ed
ward who went to McHenry County. Mr. Johnson 
was known in this community as the Sheyenne King. 

Knud Iverson 

Knud Iverson was one of the original scouts who 
selected this area for their future homes in the spring 
of 1871. It is told that he and Ole Hertsgaard plant
ed the first potatoes grown here. He was a strong 
man and one of the feats that the early settlers re
peated again and again was that he carrie? his crop 
of potatoes one year to �oorh

_
ead 01! his back, . asack at a time. He marned Miss Juba Marken m 

1873. She passed away in 1880. In 1882, he mar
ried Miss Anna Ekkre. He was one of the first 
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school directors in his district and a staunch sup
porter of the church. 

Peder Borderud 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Borderud took up their 
homestead on the banks of the Sheyenne in 1871. 
They came by covered wagon which _be�ame tiheir
living quarters that first summer. Their first home, 
a log house, being larger than others, was where the 
settlers met in 1872 to establish a church, and ser
vices were held in it until a school house was erected 
in Norman. He was on the first board of trustees 
for the church and his son, Torbjorn, who was eleven 
years of age at the time, was later, when he· had 
grown to manhood, an officer of the church and the 
school for years on end. T. P. Borderud married 
Miss Kristina Myhre in 1884 and lived here the re
mainder of his life. When he passed away in Jan
uary of 1954, he was 93 years old and had witnessed 
the progress that has been made here since the first 
settler arrived. Another son, Arne, was one of the 
first postmasters at Norman, lonq; before there was 
a Kindred, and another brother, Ole, is remembered 
as one of the most interested and able members of 
the Kindred School Board, in Kindred's school his
tory. 

Jens Olson 

Mr. and Mrs. Jens Olson came here from Cal
mar, Iowa, in 1871. They homesteaded the land 
now owned by Jens M. Olson. The Gol Church is 
located on this land. Their first log house was built 
on the south side of the Sheyenne and was covered 
with hay for a roof. Since the land was not surveyed 
that year, they discovered, as many others did, that 
they built on land that did not belong to them. They 
then built on the north side of the river and this had 
a turf roof and a dirt floo�. These were the parents 
of Ole, Laura, Lars, Ing,a, Martin and John. 

Hans Trangsrud 

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Trangsrud came here in 
1871 from St. Ansgar, Iowa. Mr. Trangsrud had 
been here with Peder Borderud the year before to 
look over ,the land that was at that time a wilder
ness. There was an Indian half-breed living on the 
place where Mr. Trangsrud wanted to settle and by 
bargaining with him, he was able to get the Indian 
to move off by giving him a heifer. Their sons, 
Amund, Axel, Bernard and daughter Bertia came 
with them and it is told that Bernard, together with 
Peder Trana, worked all of one summer with a wheel 
barrow building up the fill for the Northern Pacific 
Railroad going west out of Fargo. 

Peder Lykken 

Peder Lykken and wife came here in 1871. He 
was an aggressive man and we are told that within a 
few years he had a herd of cattle numbering 60 head. 
His farm was located one and a half miles south of 
Kindred. While hauling grain to the mill, his horse 
kicked him and he passed away the next day. 
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B. J. Rogne-Contractor and retired farmer. H<! 
homesteaded at Hettinger, North Dakota. 

Ame Sather-Contracator. 

Edwin Evingson-General store manager and son of 
Rudolph Evingson, pioneer Kindred merchant. 

Rev. E. M. Sletten-Pastor of Kindred Lutheran 
Church. 

A group of Men of Kin
dred and vicinity decked 
out in their derbies, shirts 
and beards, styles of the 
'80's. 

A Group of Ladies dress
Ed up in their Jubilee 
Dresses, Styles of the early 
'SO's. 

William Kenady-Great Northern Railway depot 
agent. 

Dr. H. B. Huntley-Physician, formerly lived at 
Leonard. 

Gerhard Elstad-General store owner and son of 
Anthon Elstad who was a pioneer merohant of 
Kindred. 

Kindred State Bank-John G. Ottis, President who 
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Our Kindred ln Vears (Jone Ru 
A RHYTHMIGAL VILLAGE 

Well doesn't it skin father time, 
What funny things will oft times rhyme. 
Our Kindred Bank with record rare 
Is well entitled to its share, 
With genial John to boss the works 
Whilst Anton duty never shirks. 
Our dental parlors are the best, 
Give Doc a call - he'll do the rest. 
Max rolls the pills and smiling bland 
Will always give a welcome hand; 
Whene'er you ring, he's on the spot, 
He also breeds pure Wyandotte. 
And Ole Qualley, he's no boaster, 
Although he runs the peanut roaster, 
And dishes out nuts, fruit and candy, 
At which he's always mighty handy. 
While Larsen and Lund are here, you bet, 
With clothes for either dry or wet, 
And groceries with boots and shoes 
And smiles to drive away the blues. 
Our friend, Rudolph, is not asleep, 
And close to business he will keep; 
His goods are always of the best 
That are carried anywhere out West; 
And Uncle Sam didn't surely fail 
When he said: "'My boy, attend the mail". 
Christ Myhra farms and runs the store, 
And sells machinery as of yore; 
He handles paints, hardware and oil, 
And makes his business more than boil. 
Hotel Kindred, Mr. Larson, Prop., 
Who at hard labor ne'er'll stop; 
His house is full from day to day, 
And tip top room and board all say. 
Across the street is steady Ted, 
Who'll shave your face and clip your head 
And always treat you strictly square 
And latest trimming give your hair. 
Ed Bjerke occupies the store 
That Anderson has run before; 
Of candies, canned goods, sodas, pop, 
He'll dish them out till you say stop. 
Pete Anderso:i will soon prepare 
To handle busme�s �-tra.ght and fair. 
His hardware sbck will be complete, 
And everything be new and neat. 
Across the street the Elstad Block 
Have bargains there to stop a clock. 
Of dress goods, groceries, boots and shoes, 
Of any brand that you may choose. 
To get the choicest meat and fish 
To make an appetizing dish, 
Just drop into our city shop 
And get your veal, pork, steak or chop. 
For lightning speed, just see Al J., 
Whose auto's running night and day 
Anri if the horses you desire, 
He's got the best at lowest hire. 
If phone or bike are on the bum, 
J·ust call up Ingval and he'll come 
And fix it so it'll work O.K. 
At prices you can easy pay. 
To have a rig there's nothing less 
Than buy the latest style harness; 
Tuneberg has got a stock 
That puts opponents on the block. 
To turn the soil for next year's crop, 
At Hanson's shop then surely stop. 
And. have him sharpen up your lay, 
Or make repairs 'twill surely pay. 
When you're slicked up and not too shaken, 

Just have your photo neatly taken; 
Ole Ringen's strictly on the job, 
And takes a single or a mob. 
When bedtime comes or you must eat, 
The Dakota house is sure a treat, 
To rest your bones and fill your maw 
In completest comfort ever saw 
Len Johnson, newly in the town, 
Can handle lumber with renown, 
And sell you shingles, sash or door 
At prices never seen before. 
Carl Johnson's yard is well supplied 
And patrons come from far and wide. 
To patronize our Judge of Peace, 
Who keeps his record slick as gr�ase, 
If you're selling rye or wheat, 
Ole Swenson's hard to beat. 
The Farmers Elevator's here 
To handle grain from far and near. 
And A. C. Mogan, with us still, 
Can handle grain all wants to fill. 
Sven Grothe's model blacksmith shop, 
The place where labors never stop; 
And bear in mind there's nothing slicker 
In the engine line, than Sven's McVickE'L 
Our Jewelry store and optic shop 
Is the place and only place to stop 
To buy your watches, rings or plate, 
And have glasses fitted while you wait. 
When you are sick, or friends or foes, 
A truth that anybody knows 
Is: see Doc Trowbridge without fail; 
He'll cure any human ail. 
For any stock that's fat and nice. 
Nels Hatton pays the highest price 
Another firm has started here, 
And he sells lumber, never fear, 
To Norsk and Dutch and Yankee too, 
John Rustad sells you lots, the best 
Of any town in East or West. 
John Rogne builds you barn or house, 
Wherein to dwell snug as a mouse. 
For latest style to decorate 
Pete Barstad has them up-to-date: 
Ben Dahlen sells them just and right 
For Mason work in house or walk, 
Either Dave or Pete can make you talk. 
The Sheyenne Mill, through Mr. Schei 
Is grinding flour night and day 
And turning out the finest brand . 
That's manufactured in the land. 
For best and cheapest perfect light, 
When you are bound to make a trip, 
To the Great Northern lightly trip 
Bohlig, Trueblood and Paulson you'll �ind there 
To check your trunk and treat you fair. 
Our friend Kilgren will sole your shoe 
And make the old as good as new. 
Our public school, the village pride, 
We can't most surely leave aside, 
Our corps of teachers is most replete 
And all departments clean and neat. 
For grinding feed see Johnny J. 
For he's in business now to stay. 
And grinds your grain at lowest p�ice, 
And treats his friends. or foes all mce. 
When you have tramped the village o'er, 
Just drop in thru the Tribune door 
We're pleased to great you one and all 
And fill your orders great or small. 

-By John VanArarn

• 

A Brief History 1871-1955 

Helge Olson 

Helge Olson and his wife came here in 1871. 
They settled on a farm one mile east of Kindred. !t
is told that a diphtheria epidemic that struck agam 
in the 1890's they lost their oldest son who was an 
unusually bright chap. The night after he had been 
buried, the parents could not slee� but walked the 
floor. At three o'clock in the mornmg, they heard a 
knock on the door and wondered who could be out 
at that time of the night. They opened· the door and 
Rev. Ackre stepped in. He said that he too could 
not sleep that night and had to go to them to see 
what he could do. We can be sure that a more wel
come guest never crossed a threshold. 

Soren Ottis 

Soren Ottis was born in.Schleif,wig, ·Denmark, in 
1841. He served in the Denmark-German war until 
1864. He emigrated to America and located in 
Racine, Wisconsin. He was there until 1869 when 
he moved to Rushford, Minnesota, where he met 
and married Miss Carrie Olson. He came to the 
Dakota territory in 1871 and for a time was em
ployed in the building of the N. P. Railroad from 
Moorihead to Jamestown. He then went back for his 
wife and child and first settled on the farm that is 
now owned by Ted Pel.'hus. Mrs. Ottis died in 1888, 
.leaving four sons, Louis, George, Bernard and John 
to mourn her loss. In 1892, Mr. Ottis married Mrs. 
Mavtha Hamry and they moved to the north side of 
the river where Mr. Ottis had his homestead and 
where Selmer Ottis now farms. Mr. Ottis was one 
of the first officers of the first church that was or
ganized and was always interested in school and 
township affairs. 

1872 

Reinhart Tuskind 

R:einhart Tuskind was born in Solor, Norway, 
February 22, 1858. He immigrnted to Amer�ca with 
his parents in 1871. They came to Dakota m 1872 
and settled on the farm north of Norman where he 
lived until his death. 

Knot Nipstad 

Knut Nip�tad was born in Gol, Hallingdal, Nor
way on September 15, 1�46: He was_ married �o
Magrete Kinneberg at Wllmmgton, Mmnesota, m 
1872, coming to Kindred the same year. They 
homesteaded, living there continuously until his son, 
Albert, began farming the same land. In 1900 they 
visited Norway, returning to live in Kindred for ten 
years. He then moved to Walcott where he died at 
the age of 87 years. 

Hans E. Bierke 

Hans and Martha Bjerke were united in marriage 
at Spring Gmve, Minnesota, in 1869. On July 1, 
1872, they and their daughter, Maria, came to the 
present Kindred vicinirty, settling on the Sheyenne 
River not far from the Norman church. On July 4 
they planted potatoes which they had brought with 
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them from Minnesota and were given a good crop 
which they shared with othe� early se�tlers the fol
lowing winter. There was a tnbe of Indians who had 
settled on the land the Bjerke's chose for a home
stead. The Indians were willing to leave if paid a 
sum of money and a heifer. Looking in the opposite 
direction, the chief held out his hand for the money 
and when paid turned around and gav� the �o�ey 
to another Indian to be counted. Bemg satisfied 
they left. The Bjerkes mo".ed into the Indi�n _hou�e
until the log cabin was bmlt. The log cabm is still 
on the Bjerke estate but was sided up lat�r. M_r.
Bjerke passed away in 1916 and Mrs. B1erke m 
1943 . 

Ole Herbranson 

Ole Herbranson came to Dakota territory in 
1872. With his wife and his sons, Ole, who was 11 
years old and Gilbert, who was younger, they came 
to Arne Perhus and later the same bargained with 
an Indian, trading a cow for his rights to the claim 
on the present Herbranson far� by the Sheyen�e 

.River, northeast of Kindred. It is said he had a pair 
of mules that were stolen and ,never found. Ole, his 
son was known in this community_ as a veterinarian. 
Gilbert, also his son, was a musician and was once 
the leader of the Norman band. 

Nels Brakke 

Mr. and Mrs. Nels Brakke were among the set
tlers who came here in 1872. They were friends of 
the Hertsgaards who had come here the y�ar before 
and it is told that the Hertsgaards had wntten them 
giving them instructions as to what route to take 
from Fort Abercrombie, as thel'e were no roads to 
follow from that point to the Sheyenne River settle
ment. They were to go in a northwesterly dire�tion 
and when they were witihin a few miles of the nver, 
they were to look for a white cloth flying from the 
top of a pole that the Hevtsgaards . would place . adistance from the river. This they did and they did 
not miss the looation by a mile. Mr. Brakke was 
one of many early settlers who were noted for their 
trustworthiness and could always be depended upon 
for support in any worthwhile undertaki�g. It 'Yas 
he who did the work necessary to obtam the first 
rural mail mute in this community. He was treasurer 
of the school district for over 30 years. In 1898, he 
was elected representative to the legislature from the 
10th district. His son, Engebret, and daughter, Car
rie, are managing the form today. 

Erick Lee 

Erick Lee settled on the farm now owned by his 
son Ted Lee in 1872. In the first years, he sup
ple�ented hi� farm inoome by hauling freight by 
mule team and oxen between Fort Abercrombie and 
Fort Totten. In 1875, he erected a two story home 
of hewed logs and this was at that time t�e fin�st 
house within miles. In 1879 he mamed Miss Bnta 
V angsness who passed away in 1904. He later mar
ried Miss Betsy Lee and to this union nine children 
were born. Mr. Lee was an able business man and 
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through the years accumulated a lot of property. He 
was a staunch supporter of the church and was lib
eral with his means to Concordia College in their 
early struggles. 

Engebret Skagen 

Engebreit Skagen was born in Norway in 1842 
and immigrated to America in 1872. Later he home
steaded on land four miles southeast of Kindred. He 
was united in marriage to Ingeri Pytten. The early 
pioneers had tlheir hardships and trials but in spite of 
that they possessed a sense of humor. Engebret 
Skagen was noted for having a natural ability to 
make people see and enjoy the funny side of life. He 
was helpful and kindhearted and made friends with 
all. 

Ole Graff 

Ole Graff was born in Norway, June 9, 1848. 
He immigrated to America in 1864, coming to 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota. A few years later he 
moved ,to North Dakota and bought the farm on 
which he lived until his death. In 1865 he married 
Ragnild White. He was one of the real early pio
neers. He knew and lived through all the privations 
of the pioneers. 

Nils H. Myhre 

Nils H. Myihre immigrated to America in 1871. 
Later, he came ,to this territory and located on a 
farm east of Kindred where he lived until his death 
in 1943. His sons now own and operate the farm. 

1874 

Kari (Qualley) Stenhjem 

Mrs. Kari (Qualley) Stenhjem came with her two 
boys, John and Laurits, to the community of Kin
dred in 187 4 and filed on a homestead northeast of 
Kindred. She drove a team of horses hitched to a 
covered wagon all the way from Spring Grove, Min
nesota, while her son, John, then ,thirteen years of 
age, had to walk behind, herding the cows along, 
whioh ,they brought with them. John later bought 
the farm. 

Amund Bakke 

Amund T. Bakke and his wife Margit (Ulsaker) 
emigrated from Norway in 1873 and located with 
their family in Goodhue County, Minnesota. The 
family then consisted of two boys, Thore and Knut, 
and three girls, Guri, Margit and Bergit. The baby, 
a little boy, died at sea and was buried at Brooklyn, 
New York. About one month after they arrived in 
Goodhue County, Mrs. Bakke died of typhoid fever. 
Amund Bakke and those who were left of the family 
came to the present Kindred vicinity in 187 4 and 
homesteaded on land in Richland County about four 
miles southwest of Kindred. 

Halvor Jackson 

Halvor Jackson deserves a place in this history. 
We are unable to find any wcord as to the time that 
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he came here but we know that he was the owner of 
the flour mill that was built on the Sheyenne River 
near Norman. Another man by the name of Renord 
too was connected witlh the establishment. 

1875 

Mrs. Tideman Haugstad 

Mvs. Tideman Haugstad was born in Norway in 
1822. She immigrated to America in 1869, settling 
at Hesper, Iowa. The same year, Mr. Haugstad 
died and in 1875, she and her children moved to 
Kindred where her oldest son homesteaded south of 
Kindred. She lived there until her death in 1915. 

Ole Perhus 

Ole Perhus was born in Norway. He immigrated 
to America and the Kindred vicinity in 1875. He 
settled on it!he farm now owned by his son, William. 

Haaken Haakenson 

Mr. and Mrs. Haaken Haakenson emigrated 
from Norway to America in 1869 to Mitchell Coun
ty, Iowa, where they lived six years. In 1875 they 
came to Dakota territory spending seven weeks on 
the trip. In July he first pre-empted, then home
steaded. They lived in a little log house and faced 
the first winter with a oapital of only five dollars. 
Mrs. Henry Husebye and Mrs. Martin Stenberg were 
two of ,the children who lived in the Kindred vicinity. 

Knut Ulsaker 

Knut Ulsaker, (nicknamed Kraemarn) came here 
from Kenyon, Minnesota, in 1875. He homesteaded 
on the farm now owned by the Tidemansons. Mr. 
Ulsaker was a man who was extremely strong and 
easy to get along with. It is told that an Irishman 
came to town who too was strong and put many of 
the Norwegians to shame but someone got in touch 
with Knut who soon exhibited such strength that the 
Norwegians could again hold their heads high with 
pride. 

Ole 0. Qualley 

Ole Qualley came by oxen team from Decorah, 
Iowa, to the Hans Bjerke place in 1875. In 1878 he 
homesteaded west of Kindred. Two children died in 
the diphtheria epidemic in 1881. 

His brother, Andrew N. Qualley served in Co. F. 
2nd Regiment of Minnesota during the Civil War. 

Ole Engen 

Mr. and Mrs. Ole Engen came here in 1875. 
Their first home was one built by digging into the 
side of the slough-bank near the place where Mr. 
Ole Bratland now resides. They farmed this land 
until in 1893, they purchased the land now owned 
by the Heocy Engen family. The Engens were noted 
for their hospitality and usually entertained a lot of 
visitors. They were very active church workers and 
the Tribune states that when they celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary in October of 1923, 
one thousand people attended. 
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purchasing a road maintainer. After a few meetings 
it was decided to purchase an Adams Maintainer 
which was bought Ojn December 11, 1944. This 
machine has been used since for the maintaining of 
roads in the two townships and in the city of Kin
dred. This maintainer has played an important part 
in the keeping of roads open in the winter by snow 
removal. 

In 194 7 anoth�r attempt was made to get water 
for Kindred. The State Water Department, The 
National Geological Survey and Kindred made a 
very extensive survey of water possibHities and after 
several tests found a suffkient supply. 

In 1949 the Kindred School Gymnasium was 
built largely by contributions from interested patrons 
and friends in the surrounding area and from Kin
dred. This auditorium has became the gathering 
place for the many activities which take place in the 
community. 

Kindred adopted a City Council form of gov
ernment in 1949 and in the same year plans and 
specifications were made for a water and sewer sys
tem. The contract for the sewer and water system 
was let and completed. The water system was com
pleted in 1950 and the sewer system was finished 
in 1951. With its modern sewer system and ade
quate water supply Kindred has become one of the 
most modern cities in North Dakota. 

The Park Board was established in 1949. This 
Board was made up of representatives of the var
ious organizations of the city. The Park Board has 
had charge of the building and planning of the City 
Park and with the $10,500 received from the Cass 
County Memorial Fund will erect a thirty by sixty 
foot ·building which will be called a recreation build
ing. This structure will be started this summer as 
soon as the Diamond Jubilee festivities are over. 
Many individuals have donated trees and shrubs 
which have been planted in the park and several 
organizations have added to the beauty of the park 
by sidewalks, flag poles and flowers. 

The most recent project of the city is the present 
street improvement program. This project has been 
in the minds of the citizens of Kindred for many 
years and by the time of the Jubilee we hope it will 
be a reality. The streets are to be paved with soil 
cement which will give Kindred some of the finest 
streets available. 

During the activity-filled seventy-five years Kin
dred has grown from an unincorporated community 
to a modern progressive city of nearly seven hundred 
people. 
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Kindred is a growing community. During the 
past eight years sixty homes and business places 
have been built or remodeled. Kindred has fifty-five 
business and professional establishments and one 
hundred seventy-six homes. It is located in the 
heart of the Red Rivel' Valley and is surrounded by 
some of the finest farms in the North-West. It is the 
Home of the Cass County RE.A. and division head
quarters for the Otter Taail Power Company. Kin
dred has many places of interest such as the Rustad 
Museum which has a large and interesting collection 
of items of historical value. The sugar beet loading 
machine placed here indicates the importance of this 
community in the raising of sugar beets. Kindred 
has dial telepihone servke and is on the branch line 
of the Great Northern Railroad. The Kindred City 
Air Port which will be dedioated on July 4 as Hamry 
Air Field is another example of the progressive 
spirit of the community. A White Way lights the 
main street of Kindred with the most modern type 
of street lighting avaifable. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Evan
gelical United Brethnm Church are located here 
and the city is surrounded by four beautiful churches 
located short distances from the town. Church 
life has played an importarnt part in the develop
ment of the community. 

The Kindred Junior Legion baseball team has 
gained recognition for the community by taking the 
state championship in baseball. The city baseball 
field shows the interest of the people of Kindred in 
the country's number one sport. The Kindred thea
ter, one of the most modern in the North-West, is 
another recreational center of which the community 
is proud. Several organizations are found in the 
community such as the American Legion, Legion 
Auxiliary, Homemakers Clubs, Wildlife Federa
tion, Lions Club, Study Clubs and the Civic and 
Commerce Association. 

Kindred has a Fully Accredited public school 
with an enrollment of two hundred students and ten 
faculty members. Two large potato warehouses are 
located in the city and the Apiary found in Kindred 
has become one of the large producers of honey in 
the area. We also have a fine nursery. 

Kindred's growth and progress during its sev
enty-five years as a village and city displays the 
faith of its citizens and civic leaders in the com
munity and country. This faith has brought to the 
city many fine business establishments which make 
it possible to secure almost anything usually fo1md 
in a larger shopping center. 
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!(eport of Kindreds Propress 
Kindred became an incorporated village in 1920. 

While Kindred was a village, a light and power com
pany was organized and a building erected where 
the KND maintainer building now stands. The light 
and power company was sold in 1929 to the Ot-ter 
Tail Power Company and the li�ht building became 
a creamery until it burned down a few years later. 

During the period of the W.P.A. the town hall 
was moved to its present location and was remodeled 
to provide a modern city hall for the many civic 
groups and organizations, and jointly owned by the 
city and Normanna Township. 

A fire truck was purchased in 19 3 5 by foe village 
and by contributions from several civic minded citi
zens of the area, and new equ1pment has been added 
from time to time until today Kindred has an excel
lent fire department. 

In 1938 a water and sewer project was under
taken but due to the difficulty in obtaining water the 
project was discontinued for the time being. 

The KND ol'ganization was started in 1944. 
This organization was made up of Kindred, Nor
manna and Davenport Townships for the purpose of 

FOR BETTE.R ROADS 

AS THE WATER WAS 

TURNED ON IN KIN
DRED. 

City Council members and 
foreman of the construction 
crew watch as the first wa
ter was turned through the 
mains of the City Water 
Works, thus marking an
other cog in the wheels of 
Kindred's progress. 

, .. 
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Thore Erickson 

Thore Erickson and family came here in 1875 
and bought the land that is now owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Erickson. He was perhaps the only 
early settler who had first settled on land quite a 
distance north since they had homesteaded near 
Caledonia, which lies east of Hillsboro. They lived 
there four years before coming here. It is said that 
their first home in Traill County was a sod house 
built four feet into the ground and four feet above. 
Sixteen years after moving 1here, he purchased the 
farrri now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Chris Erickson. 

Ole Iverson 

Ole Iverson Kinneberg came to this country to 
Houston, Minnesota. In May, 1875, he married 
Kari Grangaard, a sister of the Ole Grants and Tol
lef. They started on their honeymoon in a covered 
wagon. They bought four horses, four cows, about 
a dozen chickens and three little pigs plus a plow 
and some household equipment. Mr. Iverson had 
been here before and had found a Dane who had 
homesteaded on. the Sheyenne River but was home
sick so he wanted to sell and return to Denmark. 
This is the land that Ole and Oscar Iverson now live 
on. 

Iver Hasledahlen 

Iver Hasledahlen was the first blacksmith in the 
community as he had a ,shop in Norman. We are 
unable to tell when he came but we know that he 
also moved to Kindred and was the first smithy 
there. Later, he settled on the farm east of Norman. 

C. T. Hallum
Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Hallum came first to Iowa, 

then Houston County, Minnesota, where he farmed 
for many years before coming here in 1875. He set
tled on a farm not far from the Wild Rice river but 
sold it in 1882. His son, Tobias, and he then op
ened a store at Norman where there was another 
store, a blacksm1th shop and aflour mill for a time. 

Sven Ulsaker 

Sven E. Ulsaker came to the United States in 
1874 and worked for a time near Kenyon, Minne
sota. In 1875, he was a member of a large caravan 
who came from Southern Minnesota and he took a 
homestead on the Sheyenne where Mrs. Oscar Ul
s,aker now has her home. He married Miss Ingeborg 
Bruhjord in 1886 and to this union two sons and four 
daughters were born. Mr. Ulsaker took an active 
part in church, school, township and state affairs, 
being elected to the legislature for a term in 1890. 
He took a keen interest in preserving a history of the 
pioneer days and we are deeply indebted to him for 
much of the information that is now available that 
concerns the first ten years of this area. 

1876 

John Kjos 

JohnKjos emigrated from Hadeland, Norway in 
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1859 to Spring Grove, Minnesota. In 1876 he came 
to the Dakota territory and homesteaded on their 
land near Norman. They celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary in September, 1923. 

Halvor Nelson 

Halvor Nelson was born in 1850 in Grue, Solor, 
Norway. He immigrated to America in 1870 and 
lived at Austin, Minnesota, and then at Mona, Iowa, 
for five years. In 1876, he came to Norman and 
homesteaded. He worked on the steamboat "Da
kota," from Fargo-Moorhead to Winnipeg. In 1885 
he was married to Gunda Hansen Morstadbraaten. 
Mr. Nelson passed away at the age of about 92 years. 
The homestead farm is now owned by Wilhelm 
Nelson. 

Iver Dokken · 

Iver Dokken was born in Norway in 1851. He 
immigrated to America in 1873, locating in Cale
donia, Minnesota, where he was united in marriage 
to Ingrid Brenna. They remained there until 1876 
when they moved west, homesteading on the farm 
southeast of Kindred. 

Anton Trybus 

Anton Tryhus came to Kindred in 1876. He 
homesteaded on the corner east of the present Ker
mit Hertsgaard place. 

Gustav Glassrud 

Gustav Glassrud came from Spring Grove, Min-. 
nesota, in 1876, and homesteaded on the farm now 
occupied by Henry Swensons. 

Mrs. Gunhild Grant 

Mrs. Gunhild Grant with her family c01nsisting of 
three boys, Tollef, "Big" Ole, and "Little" Ole, and 
three girls, Kari, Ingeri, and Ingebor, arrived in 
Spring Grove, Minnesota, from Norway in 1870. 
They remained on a farm there until 1876 when 
they came to the present Kindred vicinity. A home
stead was filed on in the Barrie township in Rich
land County along the Sheyenne River about four 
miles southwest of Kindred. She died on December 
19, 192.8. 

Nels Myhre 

Nels G. Myhre came here from Spring Grove, 
in 1876 and settled on a farm five miles northeast 
of Kindred. In 1882, he married Miss Christine 
Anderson. In 1889, he sold the farm to John Rustad 
who later moved the house into Kindred where it 
was the Rustad home. Later this same house was 
moved across the street and made into a Hotel, Mr. 
Dahlquist being the manager. After selling the farm, 
Mr. Myhre and Mr. Anfin Qualley operated a hard
ware store. He also bought three quarters of land 
around Kindred from Mr. Kindred. Old timers re
member Mr. Myhre as a man who had the ability 
to do the unusual. He moved houses - he had the 
largest threshing machines - he did the "impos-
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sible". He was a member of the early settlers band 
and could always be counted on to furnish transpor
tation and conveyances whenever the band was in a 
parade or played at nearby points. He and his fam
ily were always willing to help. 

1877 

E. B. Qualley 

Erick B. Qualley came to the Dakota territory 
in 1877 from Houston County, Minnesota. He 
homesteaded the land one and one half miles north 
of Kindred. In 1893 he moved to Davenport where 
he ran a hardware store. He later moved to Daco
tah, Manitoba, where he passed away on January 
22, 1933. 

Even Knutson 

Even Knutson was born May 18, 1838, in Nan
stad, Norway, where he spent his boyhood days. At 
the age of 22 he immigrated to America coming 
to Rushford, Minnesota. He married Turi Olson 
February 15, 1862, them coming to Kindred in 
1877. They celebrated their golden wedding anni
versary. Mrs. Knutson lived a few years longer 
and passed away in 1919. Mr. Knutson died in 
1923. They lived on a farm southeast of Kindred. 

Knut Thompson 

Knut Thompson first came to relatives at Battle 
Lake, Minnesota. In 1877, he walked from there to 
the Boie Benson form, now owned by Mr. I. Hem
sing, as they were friends in Norway. He home
steaded the farm now owned by Edwin Overboe. 
When he left Battle Lake, he had his pockets filled 
with sandwiches and $60.00 in cash. He married 
four years later Caroline Loney. She had previously 
come from Fargo to cook in a hotel but Rev. Bale 
discovered that she had schooling that made her able 
to teach parochial school, whioh she did for several 
summers. Mr. Thompson worked for his neighbor, 
Mr. Huseby and helped tie bundles after one of the 
early reapers used at that time. 

Lars Helling 

Lars Helling came to America in l873. He came 
first to Iowa, later to Houston County, Minnesota, 
leaving there in 1877 to come to this area where he 
took up a homestead. He married Miss Turi Gmn
gaard in 1873. He was undoubtedly the first settler 
who raised bees and the Norwegian magazine, "Eids
vold" tells of his having 37 colonies at one time. 

1878 

Andrew Vigen 

Andrew Vigen was born in Norway in 1844. H� 
immigrated to America in 1866 settling at Spring 
Grove, Minnesota. In 1878 he came to Kindred and 
homesteaded west of there. One time as he was 
walking home with the mail from Norman he be
came lost in a snowstorm. He decided to keep 
walking with the wind and soon found that he was 
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in the timber along the river south of Kindred. There 
he kept walking back and forth between two trees 
all night long to keep warm. In the mornini:r the 
storm abated and he found his way home. 

0 

Ole Thorson 

Ole Thorson was born in Norway in 1860. He 
immigrated to America and in 1878 settled south 
of Kindred. 

Gustav I. Nettum 

Gustav Nettum was born in Norway in 1854. 
He immigrated to America in 1869 settling at Red 
Wing, Minnesota. He later moved to Stillwater, 
Minnesota, where he was assistant engineer at the 
Minnesota State Prison. In 1878 he and Knut Hoff 
walked from Glyndon, Minnesota, to the Kindred 
vicinity where he homesteaded the farm now owned 
by his son, Hjalmer. Glyndon was at that time the 
nearest railway point. 

Knut Hoff 

Knut Hoff was born in Norway (the date un
known). He came with Gustav Nettum in 1878 and 
homesteaded west of Kindred. 

Boie Benson 

The BQie Bensons came here in 1878 from Wis
consin bringing with them their two children, a son 
Boie, and a daughter named Dina. They home
steaded the farm now owned by I. Hemsing. 

HANS NYGARD 

Hans Nygard homesteaded the present Ed Ny
gard farm in 1878. His family came the following 
year. 

Edward J. Johnson 

Edward Johnson came to the Dakota territory 
in the fall of 1878 with his parents. They made 
their home near Kindred on the Sheyenne River. 
The following year they moved to Davenport where 
he resided until his death in 1937. 

Nils Tollefson Myhren 

Nils Myhren was born in Hemsedahl Norway, 
June 30, 1853. He immigrated to America with his 
brothers, Hans and S. Ulsaker, coming to Kindred 
in the late 70's. He married Mrs. Helene Evanson. 
On February 9, 1931, he died. 

Palmer P. Enger 

Palmer Enger was born in Sigdahl, Norway, on 
March 7, 1855. He immigrated to America by sail
boat in 1861, making the sea journey in nine weeks. 
He settled in Houston County, Minnesota, but in 
1878 came to Cass Coufl:tY walking from Spring 
Grove as a cattle herder with a covered wagon car
avan. He homesteaded the land which became his 
home until his death. He married Mare Johnson of 
Decorah, Iowa. 

A Brief History - 1871-1955 37 

STATE CLASS "B" JUNIOR LEGION BASEBALL CHAMPIONS 

Here is the Junior Legion Class "B" Champion
ship Team of 1953:- Front Row, left to right: Carl 
Petry, Charles Erstad, Allan Nellermoe, David Lah
ren, Howard Nellermoe, Johnny Nellermoe (Mascot) 

Second Row:- Bill Frost, Donald Severson, 
James Ulness, Buddy Thompson, Roy Nellermoe. 

Third Row: - Coach Paul Simonson, Davi:l 
Bettschen, James Bjelde, Harold Larson, Arnold 
Jordheim, Elvin Twedt, Manager. 

Thus down through the years we find Kindred 
and vicinity carrying on athletic activities. The 

school takes a large part in athletics, supporting foot
ball and basketball as well as track ,and field events. 

Independent Baseball and Basketball teams are 
still in the running and each season the Independents 
as weU as the High School Teams are always well 
up in the win column. 

The teams ,are backed very well, especially the 
high school. The fathers and mothers, and older 
brothers and sisters of the student members of the 
athletic teams feel that building the body is quite as 
important as building the brain, and give the school 
teams the best of support. 
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Kindred Sports • • 

Tiiis is a picture of the first known baseoall team 
in Kindred, and the facial adornment on some of the 
team readily reminds one t:hat the picture was taken 
in the early days - in faot about 1885. This team 
was a forerunner of many fine ball teams that car
ried the banner of Kindred in many hotly contested 
games. The only names available on this team are 
Standing, lef,t to right - C. J. Lund, in middle of 
row; Hanson,. sixth from left; Anfin Qualley end R. 
Evingson. SiHing, Charles Evingson (with catcher's 
mask). 

Records of the teams are not available until 
later years, but Kindred's team was always feared 
and they won their share of games. After the tur� 
of t!he century some fine teams were turned out and 
some of the outstanding players of the early 1900's 
were: - Max Strehlow, Frank Smith, Charley ,Rich-

KINDRED'S MODERN 
THEATRE 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

Vesterday and ?:oday 

KINDRED'S FIRST 
BASEBALL TEAM 

Standing, left to right: 
C. J. Lund, Mr. Hatfield,
Mr. Christianson, John
Hanson, name not avail
able, Anfin Qualley, R.
Evingson. Sitting, left to
right, Peter Dennis, Dr.
Triplet, and Charles Evingc
son.

ards, 0. <Jrangaard, J. P. Hertsgaard, Iver Herts
gaard, J. K. Hertsgaard, Amund Hertsgaard, P. L 
Lund, Dem VanArnam, Lew VanArnam, Dr. A. J. 
Juul, Arnold Borderud, Arthur Borderud, Gerhard 
Elstad, Bill Morrow, Glenn Bills, Henry Rustad, 
Hjalmer Rustad, Ted Glasrud, Irvin Lund, Conrad 
Lund, Oscar Johnson, Carl J. Johnson. No pic
tures of any of the teams of these years are avail
able. 

During the later years Kindred has always been 
reprnsented by baseball teams - Independent and 
High . School, and the past several years by some 
very fine Junior Legion Ball Teams. Kindred's In
dependents have gone to the State Tournament on 
several occasions, and our Junior Legion Team took 
the Class "B" State Championship in 1953. 

• 

,,. 
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Knut Michal Vangsness 

Knut Vangsness was born in Norway, January 
27, 1851. He immigrated to America in 1856, com
ing to Lodi, Wisconsin. He was married to Anna 
Larsen. In 1878 the family came to the Dakota ter
ritory by ox team and a prairie schooner. He took 
up a timber claim which he later sold to Andrew 
Ronice and is now owned by Lunders. 

Andrew Grangaard 

Andrew Grangaard came to this territory in the 
year 1878. He drove from Waukon, Iowa, with a 
team of horses .and a lumber wagon. Ole Borderud 
accompanied him on the journey. Since he had at
tended Luther College for several years, he spent 
his first years here as a country school teacher and 
the summer months as a Norwegian parochial school 
teacher. He homesteaded on a farm one and one 
half miles east of the Sheyenne River which at the 
present time is occupied by a grandson, Martell 
Grangaard. To this day his land purchases amount 
to 595 acres. In 1881, he married Jorand Hoffen. 

John Myhre 

John and Jorgena Myhre, ·together with four 
small children, Peter, Christian, Albert and Tilla 
arrived in 1878 from Spring Grove by way of cov� 
ered wagon. They brought a few cattle along which 
had to be herded so the trip was long and weary 
since John had to walk. 

Other Pioneers of 1878 

Saave Swenson 

Christian Smestad 

Even Stensrud 

1879 

Andrew Ellestad 

Andrew Ellestad was born in Norway. He came 
to Dakota territory and settled on a farm south of 
Kindred in 1879. He married Ingeborg Nipstad. 

Dedrick 0. White 

Dedrick 0. White with his family came to this 
vicinity in 1879 and settled on a farm south of 
Kindred. Those of the children known were: Mrs. 
Ole Graff, and Louis and Gilbert White. 

Martin Myhra 

Martin Myhra was born in Norway and· came 
together with his family to Spring Grove, Minne
sota. In 1879 he moved to Norman and settled on 
the farm now known as the Fjelstad farm. He later 
moved to Davenport where he had a hardware store 
for some years. Still later he moved out west where 
;u passed away. 

Knot Tvedt 

'Knot Tvedt was born in Norway in 1854. He im� 
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migrated to America in 1860 and settled near Nor
man in 1879. He homesteaded south of Kindred in 
1880. 

Asle Mickelson 

Asle Mickelson was born in Norway in 1847. 
He immigrated to America in 1868 settling at Fer
ryville, Wisconsin. In 1879 he moved to a farm four 
miles east of Kindred. 

Hans Vangsness 

Hans Vangsness was born in Dane, Wisconsin, 
in 1857. In 1879 'he settled on a farm west of 
Kindred. 

Amund Nelson 

Amund Nelson was born in Norway in 1846. 
He immigrated to America in 1868 coming to 
Zumbrota, Minnesota. He moved to the Kindred 
vicinity in 1879 and settled on a farm northwest of 
Kindred. 

Tobias Simmons 

Tobias Simmons was born in Fraaberg, Gul
brandsdalen, Norway, March 1849. In 1869 he 
came to Red Wing, Minnesota, and on August 9, 
1873, he was married to Antonette Johnson. They 
filed on a homestead near Kindred in 1879. Mr. 
Simmons passed away on November 5, 1937. 

Lars Grinaker 

Lars Grinaker emigrated from Hadeland, Nor
way, coming to Kindred in the fall of 1879. The 
next year he bought a homestead right and this be
came his home for twenty years. He married Mar
tha Wien. They lived to celebrate their 51st wedding 
anniversary in Kindred, April, 1923. 

Rev. Ole K. Vangsness 

Rev. Ole K. Vangsiless was born October 30, 
1827, and was married in 1851. He emigrated from 
Norway in 1856, settling in Dane County, Wisconsin. 
Dane County was his home until 1879 when he 
moved to Dakota territory where he lived till 1892. 
He then moved to Kokato, Minnesota, where he was 
pastor for six years. At the end of these six years 
he moved to Centerville. Then in 1901 he came 
back to Kindred. His wife died May 3, 1903. He 
made his home with Mrs. John Watkins, at what is 
now the George Vangsness farm, until his death 
January 13, 1907. 

Egbert Gilbertson 

Egbert Gilbertson emigrated from Norway in 
1869, coming to Houston County, Minnesota. He 
worked there for ten years, attending school when
ever he could. He also was able to earn enough to 
pay for passage for his mother, Kari, his brother, 
Julius, and his sister, Kjersti. In 1879, took a home
stead four miles northeast of Norman. In 1882, hhi 
mother, sister and brother came to live with him. 
In 1889, he married Miss Agnes Ha11s9n, Mr. Gil� 
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bertson was a member of the first and second build
ing committee for the Norman Church and took an 
active p�rt in local, county and state affairs. He was 
elected to the legislature in 1894 and was county 
treasurer for several years. The farm today is op
erated by his son, Walter. 

John Husebye 

Mr. and Mrs. John Husebye came here from De
�orah, Iowa, in 1879, and pmchased the land that 
is now owned by Gilbert Overboe. Having farmed 
for many years in Iowa, Mr. Husebye was one of 
t�ose who came by rail to Moorhead bringing with 
him, a c�rlo�d of horses and machinery while his
family still lived on the farm in Iowa. Their first 
home was built with lumber purchased in Fargo and 
was th� largest horn� in the community. They were 
aggressive folk and it was here that the first school 
with Mr. Sandbeck as teacher, was held in their 
granary. Th�y took an active part in developing this 
area ,and their sons and daughters continue the good 
work begun by the parents. 

Ole Swenson 

Ole Swensons arrived June 1, 1879 from Spring 
Gr�:>Ve, Minnesota. They came by cdvered wagon 
which took several weeks since their first child 
Henry, was born in a covered wagon somewher� 
between Sauk Center and Alexandria. They took 
up homesteading north of Kindred. 

Amund Johnson 

Amund Johnson came. to the Dakota territory in
1879 and settled west of Kindred. He married Chris
tine Olson. 

Mikkel Tvedt 

Mikkel _Tve?t was born in Norway, March 18,
184 7, and immigrated to Spring Grove, Minnesota, 
as a young man. Mr. Tvedt was united in marriage 
at Spring Grove in 1874. In 1879 they came to Da
kota �nd homestead�d in_ Barrie Township, Rich
land County, about five miles southwest of Kindred. 

Other Pioneers of 1879 

Nils Sanvick 

Johan Smestad 

Emil Smestad 

Theodore Jonsrud 

Isak Engh 

1880 

Nils A. Lindahl 

Nils Liudahl was born in Norway in 1847. He 
ca�e to America in 1863 settling near Spring Grove, 
Minnesota. In 1880 he left Spring Grove and three 
weeks later he settled on the farm now owned by his 
son, Oscar. He served as treasllrer of school district 
l 12 for 43 years.

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

Helmer Fredrickson 

Helmer Fredrickson was born in Norway in 
1846. He immigrated to America and settled at 
Lansing, Iowa, where he worked on a farm. He came 
to Fargo in 1879 and in 1880 he bought a farm 
northwest of Kindred. 

Tore Lee 

Tore Lee (also known as Thomas T. Lee) was 
born in Ferryville, Wisconsin, November 9, 1854. 
He was married in 1879 to Margaret Olson, coming 
to the Dakota territory shortly afterwards. He set
tled on a farm southwest of the village. Mr. Lee 
passed away at the age of 79. 

Julius Gilbertson 

Julius Gilbertson left his native country in 1872 
and came to Spring Grove, Minnesota, where he 
settled. In 1880 he came ,to Dakota territory where 
he worked for several years. He bought a house in 
Kindred and made it his home with his mother. He 
never married. 

Bernt N. Sandbeck 

Bernt N. Sandback came to Kindred in the early 
80's. He was the first teacher in the Kindred school. 
Records show that he taught a three months term in 
the winter of 1881-1882. He married Karen Olerud 
and settled on a farm northwest of Kindred where 
two of his sons now reside. He served as township 
assessor for at least 35 years. 

Halvor Ulsaker 

Halvor Ulsaker was born in Norway, December 
24, 1841. He and his wife, Kari and their three boys 
immigrated to America and came directly to Fargo, 
May 17, 1880. The 24th of May he filed on a home
stead four miles south of Kindred where he lived un
til he passed away February 12, 1925. Mr. Ulsaker 
served as a school director in his district for many 
years. 

Even Egge 

Even Egge was born in Norway, November 8, 
1849 .. He immigrated to America in 1868, locating
at Spnng Grove, Minnesota. He then went to Iowa 
where he remained until 1880 when he came to 
Richland County and homesteaded on a farm south
east of Kindred. He was married to Carrie Egge. 
Even Egge died June 24, 1936. 

Christian Owen 

Ohristian Owen was born in Norway, October 8, 
1859. He immigrated to America and located on a 
farm east of Kindred in 1880, farming there until 
1927 when he moved into the village of Kindred. 
During the 80's Mr. Owen carried mail from Fargo 
through Norman, Sibley, Owego and on to Fort 
Ransom, making the trip the greater part of the time 
on horseback. He was chairman of the Board of 
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Jlistory of Veterans 
We, the people of ,the Kindred Community are 

in this year of our Diamond Jubilee, bowing our 
!heads in grateful memory of the men who offered 
all for their country's welfare. 

With no remaining veterans of the Civil War in 
our midst we bear in kindest remembrance those 
who gave their lives that our nation might live. 
Hans Nygard, Ole Johnson, and Knud Otterson 
were, to the best of our knowledge, members of the 
Union Army of that conflict of the 1860's. 

With the veterans of the Spanish-American War 
we recollect the price paid for the upholding of that 
thoroughly American, the Monroe Doctrine. Two 
veterans of this war are buried in the Kindred cem
etery, namely, Ole Lvkken and Carl Rustad. Ac
cording to records the following are men who serVf'd 
from thi; community in the Spanish-American War: 
Dr. H. B. Huntley, (?hris Johnson, George Russell, 
Henry Hanson, Loms Anderson, Charles Axtell, 
Andrew Booth, Hazelton Smith, John Dennis and 
William Sterner. 

Perhaps freshest in our memory are the manv 
men who gave their lives when all humanity called 
on America in the World Wars and again in the 
Korean conflict. The following men gave their lives 
for their country in World War I: Oscar Arnold 
Dahlen, Clarence Evingson and Lauritz Vangerud. 
In World War II, Harold Knutson, David Hedland 
Glenn Erickson, and Gerald Hamry gave tihe su� 
preme sacrifice. 

It would not be the wish of the living, nor would 

it have been the wish of the departed heroes that we 
eulogize war and glorify combat. Perhaps it would 
be fitting if we, _who are celebrating this the Diamond 
Jubilee of Kindred, would place two wreaths on the 
graves of our fallen heroes. The first is a firm reso
lution under God to cooperate as citizens for the 
outlawing of lawlessness and thus raise the banner 
of liberty for which they died. The other wreath, 
that we pledge them to ceaselessly work and ardently 
Pray the Prince of Peace that some measure may 
soon be effected in the direction of guaranteeincr 
world peace that those "who died may not hav� 
died in vain." 

It was on November 14, 1919 that a written 
expression of a desire to have a local veterans or
ganization was sent to the State Department of the 
North Dakota American Legion for a charter for a 
Kindred post. Twenty-six members comprised the 
charter membership and there has been a good and 
consistent membersh1p in Kindred American Legion 
Post No. 117 throughout the past years. 

In 1928 the policy of going into the Minnesota 
woods ,to secure Ohristmas trees for the Kindred 
street and neighboring chur,ches was started and that 
custom is still in existence. The local American 
L�gion Post also yearly maintains its annual pil
gnrnage to the graves of fallen heroes in the various 
cemeteries in the Kindred, Hor.ace, and Davenport 
communities. Veterans of World War I and veterans 
of World War II have pa11ticipated as firing squads 
at every Memorial Day observance as well as Mem
orial exercises for veterans and at funerals sincf 
1921. 

KINDRED AMERlCAN LEGION'S FIRST FIRING SQUAD 
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Supervisors of Normanna Township for many years. 
Mr. Owen died May 18, 1936. 

Andrew J. Olerud 

Andrew Olerud was born in Hadeland, Norway, 
March 5, 1857. He homesteaded east of Kindred in 
1880 and lived here until his death. He married 
Bertha Oppen in 1882. 

Tobias Nelson 

Mr. and Mrs. Tobias Nelson were married on 
April 28, 1880, and came direct to Dakota territory . 
They homesteaded three miles west of what is now 
Kindred but they got their mail at General Sibley by 
the Sheyenne River. For three years they lived in a 
16 x 16 sod shanty. They were very hospitable to 
strangers. An aged couple and their son needed a 
place to stay, so they made another bed for the old 
folks and put the young man on ,the floor, managing 
all that summer and winter. Since there was no doc
tor, the neighbors cared for each other in times of 
sickness. 

During winter Tobias worked on furniture. He 
seint to Lacrosse for black walnut and birdseye ma
ple and fashioned dressers, tables, chests, and many 
other lovely things for the house. He also made :l 

Hardanger violin with eight strings; also made cof
fins for early settlers. 

Dahlen Family 

Peder 0. and Martha Dahlen and their sons, Ole, 
Carl, and Anton, emigrated from Hadeland, Norway 
in 1872 and settled at Spring Grove, Minnesota. 
Their oldest son, Peder P., had come to America 
two years before at the age of 16. In 1879 Peder 
and Ole came to Dakota territory. They were both 
carpenters. In 1880 the rest of the family came, 
living first at Norman village and later moving to 
what is at present the Dahlen Bros. farm northeast 
of Kindred. Anton bought this farm, Peder and Ole 
bought farms a mile wes.t, and Carl started mer
chandising in Kindred in Partnership with Anthon 
Elstad. 

Peder 0. Dahlen was a carpenter and a watch 
maker. He had an interesting hobby of making 
wooden wheel clocks. One of these clocks has been 
lent to the Rustad museum. A Mr. Skonnord who 
visited ,tJhe museum and wrote an article about the 
exhibits said, "This clock is perhaps the most re
markable ariticle in the whole collection. It is said 
that nothing like it is to be found anywhere else, 
even in the Smithsonian Institute at Washington, 
D. C."

KnutTrom 

Knut Tram came here in 1880 when he rented 
the farm of Ole Hertsgaard. The agreement they 
entered into called for a five year contract, no cattle 
to be sold until the end of ,that time. Since the cattle 

19 

increased mpidly, it was hard to fulfill the agreement 
even with the •help of his brothers Ole, Ingvald, Knut 
and Olaf, and his sisters Sigri and Margit. 

Elling Severson 

Elling Severson married Miss Jennie Lee in For
go in February, 1880. Soon afterwards they settled 
on the form now owned by their son Martinus. Mr. 
Severson was a highly respected citizen and was 
elected to serve three sessions of the legislature as 
representative from the 10th district. He helped or
ganize the Farmers Elevator Co., of Kindred and was 
its president for many years. 

Andrew Graff 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Graff were married in 
Norway in March, 1879. The following year, they 
emigrated from Norway directly to Kindred and 
lived in a log house built by a Mr. Fredrickson, who 
had homesteaded ,the place that ,they later purchased 
and made their home. Mr. Graff can be remembered 
as- being the custodian of the Gal church for many 
years. He had a keen sense of humor and was an 
interesting story teller. 

Lars Jensen 

- Lars Jensen and family came here in 1880 to the
Boie Benson farm from Brownsville, Minnesota, 
where Mr. Jensen had operated a lumber yard . 
After settling on his farm, north of Kindred, he man
aged one of the lumber yards in Kindred while living 
on the farm. We are told that Mr. Jensen kept an 
accurate account of all his income and expenses 
through the years that he lived and could tell what 
it cost to raise a family: He was very active in school 
and township affairs and was the chairman of Nor
IT1anna Township for a record number of years. He 
can be remembered at election time, at which he was 
generally the chairman, his opening and closing of 
the polls, when he would go to the door and shout, 
"The polls are now open," or "closed" as the laws 
directed . 

Other Pioneers of 1880 

Iver Wieh 

John Canestorp 

, Tollef Breiland 

Haavel Bekken 

Knut Simli 

Ole Sathre 
Johannes Jensven 

Nils T. Jensven 

Erick Erickson 

Anders Holte 
Guttonn Lee 
J�rgen Lee 
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1881 

Iver Braaten 

Iver Braaten was bom in Norway and immigrat
ed to America in 1881. He came directly to Kin
dred and seit-tled on the Iverson farm south of there. 
A year later he homesteaded in Garborg Township. 

Knot Trybus 

Knut Tryhus was born in Norway in 1847. He 
immigrated to America in 18 81, coming directly to 
Kindred and settling on a farm eight miles northeast 
of there. 

Simen Simenson 

Simen Simenson was born in Norway in 1855. 
In 1872 he immigrated to Coon Valley, Wisconsin, 
then in 1881 he bought land near Davenport. He 
later purchased the present Simenson farm northeast 
of Kindred. 

Ole Ronice 

Ole Ronice left Norway at an early age coming 
to Ferryville, Wisconsin. In 1881 he settled on a 
farm west of Kindred. 

Halvor Lahren 

Halvor Lahren homesteaded near Kindred in 
1881. 

Knot Braaten 

Knut Braaten was born in Hallingdal, Norway, 
July 16, 1853. He immigrated to Kindred in 1881. 
later moving to McLeod. He then came back to 
Kindred again to spend his life until his death in 
1922. He had married Astri Ekre in 1880. 

Andrew Elton 

Andrew Elton emigrated from Norway to North
field in 1877. He came to Kindred in 1881, later 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

moving to Granville in 1902. He and his wife, Anna, 
came to the home of Ole Oie before making their 
own home on the farm close to the Norman church. 
Mr. Elton passed away in August, 1931. Mrs. A. 
P. Dahlen (Sigrid) was his daughter.

Christ Johnson 

Christ Johnson came to Dakota territory in 18 81 
and settled on a farm west of Kindred which became 
his home until he and his family moved to Silverton, 
Oregon, in 1910. 

Engebret 0. Ulness 

Engebret Ulness was born in Norway in 1864 
and when a small boy, immigrated with his parents 
to Lansing, Iowa. In 18 81 he came to the present 
Kindred community and established a home along 
the Sheyenne River one and one half miles south of 
�indred. He was unHed in marriage to Olaug Bakko 
m 1887. For many years he conducted a general 
store near the old mill site on the banks of the 
Sheyenne River. 

Ole Stenberg 

Ole Stenberg immigrated to Kindred in 18 81. 
Next year he bought Carl Steneger's homestead 
farm. This farm is now owned by Martin Stenberg. 
Other sons besides Martin were Daniel, Agathon 
and Christian. 

Johan Trana 

Mr. and Mrs. Johan Trana came here from Nor
way on the 19th of July, 1881. They purchased 
school land and lived there until 1937 when they 
both died within 4 days of one another. Bernt, who 
has kept a diary where he has recorded many in
teresting facts, tells that his mother planted some 
potatoes a few days after they arrived and harvested 
a wonderful crop. 

The old Mill and 

Dam one mile south 

of Kindred. 



'ti
s::ro
P'.1 

>.+-' 
·;::

�
0 
u 

eo Qi 
IN ,.C:: 
�+-' 

I�
Cl!!;
z Q) 

<� 
P'.1 

Q) 
f;,;l s
..:l-
1-1...-< 

Z ro 

� tu 
p� 
i-:,-

Cl Q) 

�� 
Ci 

"' Zs::
>-< ro 
�-.-< C.) ....

gJ
s 

bl) 
s::
;:l 
0 
>. 

Q) "' 

Q) ..c:: 
E-t 

• 

• 

• 

A Brief History -1871-1955 21 

A Jtistor11 (1/ Kindreds 8art11 '6usinessme11 
This brings us up to the time when the village 

of Kindred had its beginning. Mr. George Vangs
ness, who forms in the Barrie area, remembers when 
the first train chugged into town and he thinks that 
the firsrt depot was a small building that came on a 
flat car. Its coming meant that a marketing and com
munity center could be established. Now, the pio
neer,s need not go to distant places for their supplies 
or haul their grain to Fargo and Moorhead. Up to 
this time, our settlers had to go as far as Alexandria 
to get their flour and other necessities. This trip 
oftentimes had taken two or more weeks of their 
time. Farmers would band together when making 
the trip. We have been told that at one time, when 
flour could be pmchased from a mill at Moorhead, 
two farmers started out, telling their families that 
they would be gone only a few days. Behold the 
families anxiety when they did not return for two 
weeb as the mill was not running because of break
age. They had then pmceeded to Fergus Falls with 
no better results and had to continue to Alexandria 
before they obtained the flour that would take them 
through the winrter. 

The coming of the railroad made possible the 
bh1th of Kindred. The faith •that the original planners. 
of the railroad had in this area has been repaid 
manyfold. In a single year, this community has pro
duced for shipment to various points in the nation, 
over 300 carloads of grain, over 120 carloads of 
potatoes and over 300 carloads of sugar beets. In 
one year, rthe Great Northern Railroad has brought 
in as many as 240 oarloads consisting of farm ma
chinery, autoes, lumber, cement, coal and petroleum 
products. 

Today, with four unit diesel engines that pull 
trains of 125 to 150 cars at a time can be seen going 
through Kindred almost daily. With the railroad 
using two-way radio as a means of communication 
between the train crews and the depot operators, 
with the installation in recent years, of automatic 
block signal system, and with the full time employ
ment of eleven men who maintain the ·railroad's ser
vices in Kindred, we oan point with pride to the part 
that the Great Northern Railroad has played in the 
progress of this area. 

Records show that section number 29 in Town
ship 137 and range 50 was originally owned by the 
Northern Pacific Railroad. This was one of the thou
sands of sect�ons granted by Congress in 1864 to aid 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from Lake Superior to the Puget Sound on the Pa
cific coast by the northern route. On September 1st, 
1880, this section passed into the hands of J. S. 
Huntington and William A. Kindred for the specified 
sum of $2800.00. In October, the St. Paul, Minne
apolis and Manitoba Railroad purchased a strip of 
land 300 feet wide through the section for a right-of-

way. Then in December, the original plat of Kin
dred was filed before Richard Skuse, the notary 
public of Cass Co. D.T. From these records, it is 
easily understandable how Kindred obtained its 
name. Relatives of Mr. Kindred have lived in Fargo 
in recent years. 

It is common knowledge that the railroad had 
planned on locating our town on the south side of 
the Sheyenne, but Mr. Mathiason, the owner of this 
land, demanded more than the railroad wished to 
pay. The outcome was that Kindred was located 
where it is today. Through the years, many have 
expressed their regrets at this transaotion since the 
Sheyenne would have afforded easy aocess to water, 
the rtimber, shelter and added beauty. Who knows 
but what it may have been a-factor in the progress 
that Kindred has made through these past seventy
five years. Few towns, our size, can boast so many 
fine homes and business establishments as Kindred 
possesses today. 

Cass County records show that the first lot sold 
was recorded in the name of Fuller & Johnson, a 
company that sold wagons, plows, etc. This lot was 
located approximately where rthe drug store now 
stands. The second lot was purchased by Mr. Iver 
Hasledahlen. This was on the south side of the 
original townsite. The third lot was sold to Mr. John 
Rustad, who in the early years of Kindred's history 
purchasaed many others and owned the greater part 
of the townsite, many acres being farmed for a time. 

Mr. John Rustad was a man of vision and when 
the early settlers were informed that the railroad was 
coming 1Jhrough this area, he built a store building 
south of rthe Sheyenne on the west side of the f,arm 
now owned by Louis Perhus. Peder and Ole Dahlen 
were the carpenters who built the building. When 
Mr. Rustad found that the town could not be located 
ait this point, he secured twelve yoke of oxen and 
transported the buildin� to Norman, and then later 
to Kindred. This was the first store. Soon after this 
beginning, others appeared on the scene until Kin
dred was able to supply the needs of the community. 
It is interesting to note that among the many busi
ness men that first came, there were many "Yan
kees". In later years, many of these had sold their 
businesses to others and moved from the area with 
the result that Kindred was often times referred to 
as a second Norway because of its many citizens 
with Norwegian ancestry, 

Kindred did not escape the experiences that most 
frontier towns wenrt through. At one time, there 
were · three saloons on main street and fights and 
dJ1U11kenness were common sights. When North Da
kota became a state, pmhibition was voted in and 
the saloons disappeared to be followed by "blind 
pigs" that took their place. 

Throughout the 75 years that Kindred has ex
isted, we have been fortunate having had conserva-
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tive business men who did not live beyond their 
means. We have had few booms and busts but have 
experienced a steady growth which at times has been 
slow but we have always gone forward. Few towns 
our size can boast of so many business establish
ments that have been conducted under one firm 
name for 40, 50 and even over 60 years. This shows 
stability and this same character is found in our 
rural areas where children and grand�children are 
operating 1Jhe same farms that ,their fore-fathers 
homesteaded. 

John Rustad 

John Rustad, pioneer farmer, merchant, and 
owner of several farms and a major portion of Kin
dred's original 11:ownsite, was born in Lillehammer, 
Norway, in 1851. At the age of fi£teen years, he 
emigrated to America coming direotly to Mona, 
Iowa, where he resided with a relative until he was 
19 years old when he became a citizen of our csun
try. He then proceeded to the Red River Valley and 
worked for a time on a farm south of Moorhead. 
Next, he homesteaded on some land near Hickson 
but this land was contested by the N. P. Railroad. 
He then purchased land near Norman that Mr. Christ 
Owen farmed for him for many years. 

As has been stated previously, Mr. Rustad moved 
the first store building into Kindred and had several 
partners. A Mr. Olson was a partner for a short 
time. Then Mr. C. J. Lund, and later Mr. Anthon 
Elstad. It is interes,ting to note that Mr. Rus,tad 
furnished employment to many who later started 
businesses of their own. 

He purchased the flour mill that had been built 
and operated for a time at Norman, moving it across 
country to a ,site west of tihe Great Northern water 
tank, in the bend of the river. Mr. Kresse was the 
manager and part-owner of this mill and thousands 
of sacks of "Sheyenne Queen" flour had been sold 
through this area and carloads shipped to eastern 
markets. This flour was preferred by many and 
customers regretted seeing the mill discontinue its 
business in later years. 

Mr. Rustad owned several farms in this com
munity and had purchased the major portion of the 
original townsite of Kindred. He sold lots to many 
of Kindred's first citizens. He was a builder and his 
life was woven into Kindred's early development. 

In 1878, he married Miss Agnethe Strand and to 
this union eight children were born. A son, Hjalmer, 
is still living in Kindred and a grand-son, Ivan, is 
actively engaged in business and farming. 

Erick Benson Tune 

Erick Benson Tune homesteaded on the quarter 
section along the east side of the Gol road that the 
Sorbels now farm. When John Rustad erected his 
store building by the river, two strangers also built 
a store building there. When Rustad's building was 
moved, the other building was torn down and rebuilt 
in Kindred and is the southeas,t corner of the present 
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Larson store. Erick Benson Tune conducted a store 
business there and later sold out. 

Adolph Dahlberg was a shoemaker by trade. 
George Vangsness remembers seeing a fine pair of 
shoes Mr. Dahlberg had made that were for sale. 

Dr. Winters practiced medicine in Kindred in the 
early 80's. 

Peter Hakdahl was a carpenter in this same per
iod. 

Carl Steneger 

Carl Steneger homesteaded on the farm near the 
one 1:Jhat Harry Stenberg is now on. Later he moved 
to Kindred and clerked at Rustad's store. He also 
had been a teacher. 

John Amundson is listed as a carpenter in the 
1885 census. 

Gilbert Olson is listed as ,the owner of a saloon. 

Ole Johnson 

Ole Johnson had been a member of Gen. Sulley's 
Army of Indian fighters in 1863-1865. He fought in 
the battle of White Stone Hills. He operated a lum
ber yard on the west side of the tracks. He left a 
diary giving his experiences of his army life that has 
made interesting reading. 

Iver 0. Hasledahlen was Kindred's first black
,smith and previous to this he had a shop at Norman. 
He sold his shop to F. H. Lund and began farming. 

Thomas Haney was registered on the census rolls 
as a teacher in 1885. 

Charles Brummeind, we believe was the first 
depot agent. 

C. J. Lund

C. J. Lund was born in Lillehamer, Norway, in
1854, coming to America in 1872. He arrived in 
Chicago and later moved to Fargo where he clerked 
in a store operated by Kjos and Bye. He married 
Clara M. Malterud in 1882. Mr. Lund entered into 
partnership with John Rustad in August, 1882. They 
were dealers in general merchandise and agents for 
McCormick binders, Pitts engines, Allan's line of 
steamers and Phoenix insurance. They also had the 
post office. In 1887 they built a building on the lot 
now occupied by the R.E.A. In 1891 he entered 
into partnership with Martin Larsen and this part
nership lasted until 1912, when he moved to Kalis
pell, Montana, where he passed away in 1937. While 
in Kalispell he operated a grocery store under the 
name of Lund and Moe. Mr. and Mrs. Lund had 
four children: Lillian, Mabel, Irvin, and Conrad. 
Lillian was this year named "the Mother of the 
Year" for Montana. 

0. J. Olson

0. J. Olson, hotel keeper, was born in Norway
in 1851 coming to Wisconsin in 1869. He clerked 
for a time in Amherst, Wisconsin, but afterwaard 
moved to Faribault. In 1879 he came to Fargo en
gaging in the machine business and the following 
year he located in Norman, where he was in partner-
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;tf,usie Jlistor11 
Musk has made the richest and most lasting 

contribution to the art of culture in the Kincked 
community than any other program. Music, as it 
has developed, must share top honors with all the 
other civic improvements. 

Before our community was ten yearn old the 
Norman Silvea:- Cornet Band was organized, with Mr. 
Bakken as their director. This group was in much 
demand in those days and was called upon to play 
at many celebrations in neighboring towns, some of 
which were Walcott, Fargo, Moorhead and Orton
ville. 

Being of Scandinavian descent, which made them 
inherently lovers of music and the finer things of 
life, naturally, our pioneeris felt that there should be 
some musical organization in their midst. No doubt, 
this band was organized primarily for the purpose 
of pleasure and enjoyment. Nevertheless, the mere 
desire to play together displays that inherent pur
poseful leadership to create and build towards the 
finer arts of culture and living. 

As early as 18 7 6 a male chorus was organized 
at Norman with 0. J. Olson, a local Kindred mer
chant, as their director. 

Approximately thirty years ago such names as 
Mr. Herman Monson and Mr. Putnam, familiarly 
known as "Doc" Putnam, entered upon our musical 
stage as directors of our vocal groups and bands. 
Their names still bring nods of pleasant recollections 
as well as vivid stories of their accomplishments. 

Band activity was more or less dormant for a 
period up until 1927. Two men 1Jhen came to Kin
dred to organize a boys' and girls' community band. 
The first director, Mr. Toomey, began the class in 
the summer of 1927. This was the beginning of our 
present band organization. This organization has 
been maintained and supported continuously up to 
the present time. Organized as a community band, 
the original Board of Directors cons,isted of: R. E. 
Hamry, President; Linnie Johnson, Vice President; 
Sam Trueblood, Secretary-Treasurer, with E. M. 
Evingson and Mrs. John Ottis as the other directors. 
Many persons have served so very ably on this band 
board over the past 28 years that we would very 
much like to name them all. Undea:-standably, such 
a long lisit of names would be impossible in the space 
allowed. Representation on this board has always 
been made up of parents from Kindred and parents 
from the rural area. Possibly this explains the fact 
that this band has out-lived any other small town 
band, in consecutive years of existence. The leader
ship and cooperation from the entire community has 
written ,this in the annals of history as a real success 
story. 

The band of forty members obtained their in
struments in the fall of 1927, after receiving three 
months instruction in the fundamentals of music. 

The progress and interest developed by this first 
band resulted in the organization of a junior band of 
fifty membea:-s the very next year. The band would 
tour neighboring towns for· celebrations much the 
same as they did years ago. 

The band of today carries on in the same man
ner. Since the organization of the first band with 
A. W. Huntula, director, ,there have been many other 
dirnctors who have left lasting impressions upon our 
community, such as Mr. V. C. Picco and Mr. G. 
Wright and other,s. About the time Mr. Picco moved 
foom here the band seemed to drift into the local 
high school so that at present the band is actually 
known as the Kindred High School Band. However, 
the community band with i,ts own board of directors 
still funotions in o!fder to assist in the financial sup
port and give paTental guidance, so necessary for 
this youth organization. 

We cannot proceed further without mentioning 
the other musical groups which have sprung up 
primarily because of the band. Because of the many 
struggles thmugh the lean years methods to assist the 
band financially had to 1be secured. The first of ,1:Jhese 
was a minstrel show with all the men in town taking 
part. Singing with this group was so thoroughly en
joyed by the men that a Meri's Chorus was started, 
under Mr. Picco's direction. This group gained an 
enviable reputation and was called upon to perform 
for many occasions. To follow this group came a 
mixed chorus, under the direction of Mr. Picco. 
Mr. G. E. Oyloe followed and then Mr. N. Barling
haug, as directors. Cantatas, like "The Seven Last 
Words of Christ", "The Messiah", along with many 
secular numbers . were presented in concert. May
ville, Hatton, Fort Ransom, Lisbon, Fargo and 
Minneapolis were among tihe dties visited. 

This wonderful spirit of cooperation displayed in 
our community musical groups has carried over into 
our school. By working together with the school it 
has been possible to obtain music directors of the 
highest quality. Our school musical groups are our 
pride and joy and share equal prominence and par
allel the accomplishments of the community groups. 
All school groups and individual s�udents have com
peted in County and State contes,tis for many years. 
They have oonsistently captured top honors, even 
though competing with la:rger ,schools. 

For many years Cass County oonducted music 
contests in Casse1ton every spring. They had their 
origin with the County Superintendent's office and 
were under 1:Jhe supervision of Caroline and Ethel 
Evingson, daughters of one of our pioneers. 

In oonclusion, we give thanks to our pioneers, 
to whom we are so deeply indebted for giving birth, 
in this community of ours, to music, the wonderful 
world-wide ,language. May the present generation 
and all future generations continue to work together, 
with that same pioneer spirit, towards the preserva
tion of this beautiful art. 
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KINDRED'S 

FIRST HIGH 

SCHOOL 

Declamation contests and play productions ap
peared early on the scene and were very popular in 
the early 1900's. Many in ouir ,community look back 
with pleasure on the "tours" of these dramatic pro
ductions by horse-drawn lumber wagons to Walcott, 
Leonard and other nearby towns. 

The .first debate contest seems to have been in 
1926. And if you think we didn't have some real 
scholars in those days try to struggle through the 
tide of the topic which was - no foolin' - "Re
solved That Congress Shall Enact Legislation That 
Will Insure to the Producers of Staple Agricultural 
Products a Price Exceeding the World Price By the 
Amount of the Tariff Thereon for the Portion Used 
In the United States and Providing for Losses on the 
Exportable Surplus By Means of an Equalization 
Fee Against Each Product." 

Problems. They Had Them. We Still Do 

Throughout the years we've held ,our own in 
standards. Kindred High School has given its grad
uates as good an education as perhaps any other 
school of its size in the state. But it hasn't been 
without handicaps. 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

School Distiriot No. 2 was organized in 1875 -
second in the county. It . included all of Norman 
Township. Four years later it was cut in half. Later 
reductions left it with only nine and ¾ sections -
the smallest in the state. The small tax base has 
prevented many improvements that could otherwise 
be · accomplished. 

To consolidate or not to consolidate - that 
seems to be the pertinent question. But it's not a 
new problem either. An education article in 1901 
predicted: "Time is coming when the rural popula
tion will demand as good schools for the children as 
those who dwell in our municipalities." This article 
goes on to enumerate ten advantages of consolida
tion. 

Today 

We now have a 10 teacher system. In 1954 
there were 138 enrolled in the grade school and 77 
in the high school. 
· The pmgram offered is not as varied as a bigger
budget could allow for, but it is a well-rounded pro
gram - of top-notch quality.

Long live the Blue and the White. 
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ship with John Rustad. They moved to Kindred in 
1881 and that same year he sold his interest to John 
Rustad. Immediately he commenced operating the 
hotel and was married that year to Miss Christiania 
Thorson of Mona, Iowa, being the first couple to be 
married in Kindred. They had one child, Bessie 
Lenore. Mr. Olson was appointed Kindred's first 
Notary Public, a school director, and was a collector 
for the firm Fuller and Johnson of Madison, Wis
consin. 

James Albert Fuller 

James Albert Fuller, the father of Mrs. Peter 
Dennis, came to Kindred in 1885. He was a verv 
prominent figure in the early days, and was a horse 
trader, who had a livery stable. 

Frank Engberg 

Frank Engberg was an early day harness maker. 
He moved with his family to Holdfast, Saskatchewan 
in 1901. 

D. W. Gross was listed in the census as a farmer.
W. P. Hitchings came from Cannon Falls, Min

nesota, to Kindred on the 8th day of November, 
1882, and commenced business after erecting a 
building. He carried an excellent stock of goods and 
had the only exdusive hardware and tinware estab
lishment in the town of Kindred. A. Qualley bought 
out his business in later years. 

Andrew Nelson was one of the early blacksmiths, 
on the south side of main street. 

Thomas Bell was listed as a. hotel owner in the 
census. 

Tolof Evjen was listed as a merchant in 1the 1885 
census. 

Ole Graff was in the lumber business and for a 
time was a partner of Ole Johnson. 

Rudolph Evingson 

Rudolph Evingson was born in Drammen, Nor
way, in 1861. As a young boy, he was apprenticed 
to his uncle, who had a store in Drammen. After 
completing his apprenticeship, emigrated and came 
to Chicago where his father had preceded him. Here 
he helped his parent in working in a ship-yard. In 
1884, he came to Kindred a)nd began clerking for 
Mr. Rustad. Later he clerked for a Mr. Germscheid 
and then became his partner. Mr. Germscheid sold 
his interest to Julius Gilbertson. Still later, he was 
in partnership with John Hanson and then with his 
brother Charles Evensen and became sole owner in 
1890. He continued his general store business until 
his death in 1939. Being a strong Republican, he 
was Kindred's postmaster for many years� For 18 
years, he served on the local school board and during 
his term of office, saw the present school building 
completed. 

In Kindred's big fire in 1901, his store was the 
last to burn to the ground. He rebuilt the same year 
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and his business is being carried on by his son, Ed
win. 

Mr. Evingson married Miss Kjersti Gilbertson in 
1888. Seven children were born to this union. An 
infant daughter passed away shortly after birth and 
a son, Clarence was the first world war casualty 
from Kindred. 

Peter H. Dennis 

Peter H. Dennis and wife Florence V. Fuller and 
three children, John, Harry, and Maude came to 
Kindred in 1883. He had a general store until that 
burned down on a very cold winter night; later he 
operated the Kindred hotel. He moved to Duluth in 
1895. He was an enthusiastic baseball man and it 
has been told that his wife always made a freezer of 
ice cream for the winning .team. He died at Regina, 
Saskatchewan, in 1903, where, with two sons, Harry 
and Edward, he had homesteaded hear the so-called 
"Kindred Settlement" near Holdfast. 

Martin Larsen

Martin Larsen was born in Drammen, Norway, 
on July 26th, 1857. He attended school there and 
worked for his brothers who had a dry goods store. 
In 1884, he arrived in New York, leaving immedi
ately for Chicago. After workinK there for one year, 
he left for Denver, C,olorado, where he remained 
a year. In 1886, he left Denver for the Dakota ter
ritory arriving in Kindred in 1886, being employed 
by Mr. Rustad in his store. In 1891, a partnership 
was formed ·with Mr. C. J. Lund establishing the 
Larsen and Lund Department Store which continued 
in business until 1910 when Mr. Larsen became the 
sole owner. He continued to operate his store until 
his ceath in 1928. 

In 1891, he married Miss Gertrude Ames of 
Waterloo, Iowa, who was a teacher. Two sons and 
three daughters were born to this union Lawrence 
being the present operator of the store th�t his father 
owned. Mr. Larsen took an active part in civic af
fairs and was a member of the first council when 
Kindred became an incorporated village. 

Fletcher Brothers 

Fletcher Bros. were the first grain_ buyers in 
Kindred. They had a warehouse in which they stored 
the grain in sacks. A driveway along the warehouse 
was built up high enough to make it convenient to 
unload and pile the sacks in rather high piles. Later 
they built an elevator using horsepower for elevating 
the grain. Still later, a steam boiler with a steam 
engine was installed. Some . years later this elevator 
was burned and was not rebuilt. 

Christian O. Reistad 

Chris:Oian Reistad was born in Lillehamar, No
vember 15, 1858, coming to Kindred in 1885 and 
clerked in the Rustad and Lund store. He married 
Ragna Lund in 1887 and later homesteaded in Bar
rie Township. He died in 1945. 
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Carl P. Dahlen 

Carl P. Dahlen was born in Norway February 
24, 1863. He emigrated to America with his par
ents in 1872, coming then to Spring Grove. In 1880 
he came to Kindred with his parents and brothers, 
Peter Ole, and Anthon. In 1886 he married Oliane 
Elstad, bought four acres of land in Kindred and 
built a home where his daughter, Mrs. Gust Brateng 
is still living'. He went into store business with his 
brotherin-law Anthon Elstad, but after a few years 
was compell;d to retire because of ill health. He 
died in 1905. 

Julius Olson 

Julius Olson was born in Norway on November 
30 1842. In 1870 he sailed for America, coming 
di;ectly to Red Wing, Minnesota. He was united in 
marriage to Miss Johanne Nettum on May 26, 1883. 
In 1885 they came to Kindred. He was a carpenter 
and· contractor the greater part of his life and num
erous houses in Kindred and vicinity were built by 
him. For two years, 1885-1887 he conducted a gen
eral store in Kindred in partnership with Anthon 
Elstad. His wife died August 22, 1893. Mr. Olson 
died September 18, 1930. 

Ferdinand Lund 

Ferdinand Lund came to IGndred with his fam
ily from Goodhue County in 1886. They lived at 
first in the hotel, located on the present corner of the 
Evingson store., which was operated by Mr. Mc
Michael. Mr. Lund was one of the early black
smiths who later moved to homestead land in Can
ada, w'here he passed away. His wido�, wi!h a son, 
Ingval lived here many years followmg his death. 
Ingval: also well known as "P. I" was one of the 
first plumbers in Kindred. Two of his three sons are 
living here. 

George Foster 

George Foster worked in the liyery stables, mov
ing to Holdfast, Saskatchewan, with other Kindred 
folks in 1901. 

Valentine Smith 

Valentine Smith came here in 1883. He lived 
on a farm south and east a mile from town. His 
daughter was named "Lottie". 

Anthon Elstad 

Anthon Elstad was born in Norway February 21 
1859. In 1880 he emigrated to the United States, 
and settled in Iowa. Mr. Elstad resided in Decorah, 
Iowa until 1882, at which time he returned to Nor
way for a few months. Upon returni�g to the Unite? 
States he came to Kindred and resided here until 
his death. 

Mr. Elstad was employed as a clerk at the Rus
tad and Lund store for a period of three years. In 
1885 he went into partnership with Mr. Julius 
Olso�. Mr. Elstad was also in partnership with John 
Rustad, Carl Dahlen, and Matt Corneliusen during 
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succeeding years, until 1900. Frrom the latter date 
until 1927 Mr. Elstad operated this general mer
chandise store under the firm name Anthon Elstad. 
His two sons, Gerhard and Alfred, took over the 
business in 1927. 

Anthon Elstad served as constable, town clerk, 
and was clerk of tbe schocl b::iard for 25 years. Mr. 
Elstad died June 2, 1945, at th eage of 86. 

John Jacobson 

John Jacobson was born near Decorah, Iowa, on 
September 27, 1862, the son of Jacob Bolson, who 
died in the Civil War. At the age of twenty Mr. 
Jacobson came to Dakota territory, worked for 
Fuller and J olmson, later as a miller at the Rustad 
and Kresse Mill. After fifteen years he started his 
own mill in Kindred, which he operated until his 
death in 1934. He was married on December 30, 
1887, at Ada, Minnesota, to Marie Paulson, who 
still lives in the home they bought from John Am
undson in 1888. 

Louis Bergh 

Born near Spring Grove, he was the son of Tolef 
Berg who settled ther� in 184 7. His sister was !he 
first white child born m Houston County. She died 
in infancy. Louis was a bookkeeper for Nelson and 
Kjos in Fargo. He proved a homestead at Inkster, 
North Dakota. He had married Ellen Korson Erick
son in 1882, coming to Kindred in 1887, living, until 
their house was built, with the Iver Hasledalens. He 
operated a restaurant and confectionery business 
until moving to St. Paul and later to New York state 
where in 1931 he passed away. Mrs. Berg's brother, 
Eric Erickson, had come to Kindred in 1878 and 
lived west of town. His oldest daughter, Manda, 
was one of the first lady clerks at Evingson's. 

Anton Hanson 

Anton Hanson moved here with his family from 
Lansing, Iowa, in 1891 and operated a hotel here 
for many years. 

A. C. Mogan

Alexander Mogan was born February 24, 1855, 
and emigrated to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, from Nume
dahl, Norway, in 1871, with his brother Sven .. He
worked on a dairy farm and then went to � busmess 
school in Dixon, Ill. Then he secured work m a Lake 
Preston, Minnesota, Mill where the wheat was hauled 
in sacks to large flat houses, not elevators. In 1885 
he moved to Kindred to work for Cargill and Co. 
Here the power for the elev,ator was two horses, 
usually blind ones, hitched to a pole going in a circle. 
At that time there was no electricity in North Dako
ta. His salary was $50 per month and this was con
sidered very good. He served on the school board 
and was instrumental in getting a second teacher for 
the school. His wife Caroline Okre was a very hos
pi�able and kind person; so it was with regret to all 
when they moved to Hinsdale to homestead. In 1942 
he retired and passed away the following year. The 
writer remembers Mr. A. C. as a very tall man and 
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Scltool Jlistoru 
The Little Red Schoolhouse ... From Norman to Norway 

Last year a humble but historically important 
little log cabin which for years had served as a 
museum in the Sons of Norway Park near the Shey
enne River was dismantled and sent to Norway at 
the request 'of the Norwegian government. This S";me 
building had served as a school house for th� child
ren of our earliest pioneers-in 1873 when it stood 
on the P. Thrane farm. 

Scihool bells rang out in a gmnary next - o� the 
J. Husebye farm which is now owned by Gdbert
Overboe. Henry Husebye, Fargo, is the only sur
viving pupil. Berndt Sandbeck, father of our county
commissioner, was teacher.

The Town Hall building served as the first "city 
school", built in 1882. It wasn't long before the 
knowledge seekers overflowed the one-room str_uc
ture into rooms above the Elstad store - the bmld
ing now occupied by J ordet's. 

The two-story building was put up in 1896 on 
the lots now occupied by the Edwin Evingson and 
Elvin Twedt residences. It gave way in 1922 to th_e 
more modern brick building now in use. The audi
torium-gymnasium was added in 194 7 to fill both 
community and sahool needs. It stan�s as. a_ syn:ibol 
of community cooperation and public spmt; smce 
the $25 000 bond limit was one-,half of the amount 
needed ' the building could be accomplished only 
through generous contributions, loans and much 
voluntary labor. 

----------

The Pioneer Teacher - 55 Children and Chilblains 

We know very little about the work of the early 
pioneer teacher but we can well imagine the mag
niitude of his handicaps. Even after 30 years of 
progress the teacher's life was not an easy �:me, we 
decided after interviewing Mrs. John Ottis, who 
started teaching here in 1905 as Bertha McIntyre. 

Packed into a small room (about 20 feet square) 
she had fifty-five third, fourth and fifth gr_aders. To 
complicate the discipli�e problem the <:h1ldr�n had 
ranged in age from mne to a strappmg sixteen! 
Teachill!g aids were scarce and the money to pur
chase them scarcer. Outside the classroom feuds 
raged between the town boys and the country lads. 
The heating arrangement was so poor that "teacher" 
had to treat chilblains daily. For all this Miss Mc
Intyre received compensation of $55 monthly. 

The Three R's Were Important 

Compulsory education was � necessity. That �as 
the philosophy of our early pioneers brought with 
them from the old country. So, for the most part a 
child's education was faced with a seriousness of 
purpose - ,at least on the part of his parents. 

Competition with necessary farm work made the 
teacher's job more difficult. A report from the Kin-

dred School in the 1902 Westland Educator reads: 
"The great demand for help at home this season 
makes the attendance small." A news item in the 
1912 Kindred Tribune: Eugene Reistad was in town 
last week. He made arrangements to enter when 
stacking is done." This was typical of many rural 
lads - doing a man-sized job and trying to squeeze 
in a little l'amin', too. 

By the turn of the century the curriculum was 
not too different from that of today. In 1906 the 
seventJh and eighth graders were studying Shakes
peare's "As You Like It"

-:-
just as today._ Langu�ges 

- dead or living - were strcs.:;ed possibly a httle 
more than currently. German was taught in the 
early school and Latin was stre�sed for ?1any years. 
The teaching of elementary agncultme m the grade 
school evidently threw many city-born teachers for 
a loop. A 1904 issue of the Westland Educator de
fines No. 1 hard spring wheat as "sound, bright and 
well cleaned and must be composed mostly of Hard 
Scotch Fife' and weight not less than fifty-eigiht 
pounds to the measured :bushel.'.' Five ?the� grades 
of wheat were defined and 11 pomts for JUdgmg corn 
were ·outlined for some poor teacher to learn while 
the midnight oil burned. 

The youngsters kept up on cur:ent eve_nts, t?o. 
On a typical day of 1901 the topics of discussion 
were: 

"In about a year Great Britain will have a cable 
across the Pacific. What points will be con
nected? 

"A German millionaire while cruising his yacht 
near Papua was captured, killed and eaten _by 
cannibals. What similar horrors are takmg 
place in Africa?" 

"Claims amounting to over $5,000,000 will be 
filed on behalf of the relatives of the seamen 
who went down with the Maine. On what 
grounds can they hold our government respon
sible?" 

Beyond the Three R's 

The original pioneer schools were equipped to 
teach little beyond their "letters" and "sums". But 
our ,school was early to recognize the need for ed
ucating the whole child to adjust to his environment. 
The community's pmgressive philosophy of educat
tion is revealed in a pamgraph from a 1935 issue of 
the Tribune: 

"If education in the modern ages consisted only 
of book knowledge, it would be much easier and 
cheaper for the country as a whole to buy each child 
a set of books and let that child read. Education is 
more than the book knowledge, however, so these 
(extracurricular) activities are put into a school sys
tem to make life for the child easier and a pleasure 
to live." 
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KINDRED CHURCH OF KINDRED 

Tidernan and Ole Lovdokken. They were rnen of 
vision and a large building, 3 8 x 70 feet, was con
structed. Records show that the interior of the 
church was finished in 1892 and the bell was pur
chased in 1893. The first organ was provided by 
the Ladies Aid in 1895 and in 1896 pews were in
stalled in tirne for a circuit meeting. Thls was the 
first church established in "Kindred. 

The West Prairie Church was organized in 1891 
wi,th fifteen charter rnernbers. Rev. Bogstad was the 
first pastor. Up until 1896 the congregation was 
called the Davenport Lutheran Church, which was 
then changed to West Prairie Lutheran Church. In

1910 they built the church and in 1929 it was moved 
on its present basement. In 19 51 the church was 
enlarged and remodeled. Rededication services were 
held on April 22 of that year. 
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The most recent congregation in Kindred is the 
Calvary United Brethren Church. Services were 
first held in the city hall in 1953 with Rev. Martin 
Gruneich of Walcott as pastor. On March 22, 1954 
the newly established church and Sunday school was 
organized. In June of that year their church build
ing was moved frorn Walcott. Dedication services 
were held in October. Serving on the building corn
rnittee were: Arnold Johnson, Carl Stenhjem, A. H. 
Rich, C. 0. Greear, Ivan Rustad and Kenneth John
son. 

KINDRED EV. UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 

In the early history of our churches we find th�t 
religious services and instructions were conducted m 
the Norwegian language. Today, the transition from 
Norwegian to English is almost completed, except 
for an occasional cornrnunion service for older mem
bers. 

Through the years, a fine spirit of cooperation 
between churches has been developed. Lutheran 
Brotherhoods have be,en organized and are active in 
promoting the church. Rural Life Institutes have 
been conducted with the cooperation of the churches 
in the cornrnunity. Discussions at these three day 
insfitutes have brought the congregations to a feeling 
of oneness and an understanding that the cornrnunity 
as a whole rnust work together to solve the problems 
found in our area. Much food for thought has de
veloped from these discussions. 

The lot of the pioneers who founded our con
gregations has not been an easy one. They were 
courageous men and women who put their trust in 
God, even under affliction. They were determined 
to pass their heritage on to their children and their 
children's children. We, the living, must accept 
their challenge. to carry on that God's Word may be 
passed. unmarred and -.untarnished . to . future genera
tions. 

• 
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who always headed the Fourth of July parades as 
"Uncle Sam". His wife is living with .a daughter in 
California. 

John Hanson 

Mr. Hanson was one of Kindred's early business 
men being in partnernhip for a time with one of the 
Qualleys and later with Mr. R. Evingson, we have 
been informed. 

Ole Qualley and Anfin Qualley 

Ole Qualley was born in Norway in 1855. As a 
young man, he emigrated to this country and settled 
in Kindred, we believe in the 1880's. After a few 
years, his brother Anfin joined him, he too corning 
from Norway. They started a hardware store in a 
building that · has since been incorporated into the 
Larsen store. Mr. Anfin Qualley's first job after 
corning to Kindred was as a clerk in the Rustad and 
Lund store. In 1900, Anfin sold out his interest to 
his brother and moved first to Marion, later to Val
ley City and now for many years has resided with 
his daughter Ruth, in Aneta. We believe that Mr. 
Anfin Qualley is the oldest living merchant of the 
clan of early pioneers that once were in business in 
Kindred. 

Ole Qualley continued in business after his bro
ther left Kindred a few years and then moved to 
Hinsdale, Montana, where he homesteaded and lived 
until his death. Three of his six children are still 
living today. 
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Thore Bendikson 

Thore Bendikson bought grain at an elevator lo
cated where the present Farmers Elevator is. This 
elevator belonged to the St. Anthony & Dakota Ele
vator Co. When the Kindred Farmers Elevator Co. 
was organized, they purchased this place of business. 

In the foregoing list of Kindred's pioneers, we 
have tried to give you sorne information on only 
those who came to Kindred before 1892. It has been 
a difficult task beoause of the rnany changes which 
took place in these early years. However, we feel it 
our duty to at least mention sorne of the fine men 
who have helped develop our town ,and community 
in later years, even though we rnay be criticized for 
ommiting others whom you rnay feel have been of 
equal importance. Such rnen as John Van Amum, 
Max Strehlow, Ben Anderson, Christ Myhre, George 
Wehterhead, Oscar Muller, Dr. H. Haugen, John 
Ottis, Dr. Axel Juul, Carl Johnson, Martin Ellefson, 
Sam Trueblood, Ted Narveson, Martin Helling, An
ton Anderson and Linnie Johnson, could always be 
counted upon to help with any undertaking that 
would benefit Kindred and community. We honor 
tlleir memory. 

In presenting this Diamond Jubilee on these first 
days of July, 1955, we find a growing list of public 
spirited men and women who are enthusiastically 
going forward with today's responsibilities. To these 
willing workers, the community ,is greatly indebted. 
We hope the satisfaction they receive from a job 
well done will repay them, in part, for their efforts 
and spur them on to greater undertakings. 

Kindreds Modern Seltool and Auditorium 
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elturclt Jlistoru 
Since their early years in Norway our pioneers 

were deeply grounded in the Word of God. The 
parents of these pioneers little realized that they 
were contributing untold riches by having instilled 
in them a love for and a faith in God which was to 
prove the basis for their new life in America. The 
Word as it had been integrated into the youth in the 
"Old Country" was to remain for them their "Mighty 
Fortress" - their "trusty shield and weapon". 

All religious instruction in the homes of these 
pioneers was continued in the Norwegian language. 
They were zealous in seeing that the doctrines taught 
their children were exactly what they themselves had 
learned. Memorizing the catechism and explanation 
book as well as the Bible History and a good many 
hymns was not a task that could be left to the child
ren themselves, but had to be done wH1h parental 
supervision. Thus the church work was carried on 
with a great responsibility willingly assumed by the 
home for teaching the ohildren the Word of God. 

These Lutheran families soon felt the need of an 
organized congregation and the services of a pastor. 
They keenly felt the lack of public services and were 
eager to hear the Word of God preached and the 
sacraments administered. 

In December of 1871 the first settlers at Shey
enne gathered at the Peder Borderud home to dis
cuss what could be done towards organizing a con
gregation. They decided to write to Pastor T. Vet
lesen in Otter Tail County, Minnesota, to request 
him to come and hold services for them. He came 
May 8, 1872. On May 10th of the year they held a 
congregational meeting where Pastor Vetlesen was 
elected to be chairman of the meeting. Ole J. Herts
gaard was elected secretary and Ole E. Oie was 
elected vice president of the congregation. Peder A. 
Borderud, Helge Gullickson, and Jens Olson were 
elected trustees. Hans Trangsrud and Soren Ottis 
were elected assistants to the pastor. They called 
themselves a Christian congregation and the name 
given was "The Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church at the Sheyenne River, Dakota Territory. 

In November 1872, the congregation again met 
in the Borderud home, this time ,to adopt a consti
tution. They also sent a letter of call to Rev. J. A. 
Hellestvedt, who accepted. He served from 1873 to 
1878. Pastor Jens Bale, who succeeded him, served 
from 1878 to 1896. Three churches have been built 
on the same site at Norman, the first two having 
been destroyed by fire. 

THE FIRST HOME OF PETER BORDERUD 

W�e!I: the fi:rnt cJ:11�rch �e�iCE; a�cl ftrst ·school were held .. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

NORMAN CHURCH 

As the Sheyenne River congregation grew and 
extended its territory, the members living in more 
distant areas began to consider organizing into sep
arate congregations. 

In the spring of 1878 the following families: 
Stensrud, Myhre, Smestad, and Swenson, moved into 
the Christiana community and settled on homesteads. 

CHRISTIANIA CHVRCtt, 
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In 1879 the first service was held at the home of 
Christian Smestad. The next service was at the 
Tobias Simmons home the same year. After the 
service, those who were present held a meeting and 
organized the Christiana Norwegian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. Services were held in the homes 
until in 1882, an acre of land was purchased from 
John Rustad and a building erected. In 1886, this 
building was so,Id to the school district but they 
continued to use it until in December 1885 they 
decided to build a permanent house of worship. The 
cornerstone was laid in 1896 and thus another con
gregation came into being. 

In January, 1880, several tamilies living in the 
southwestern part of the Sheyenne parish held a 
meeting and organized the Gol Norwegian Evangel
ical Lutheran Congregation. Services were first held 
in school houses until in 1892 a church building was 
erected. Jens Olson had made a gift of an acre of 
land for the building site, and is the same as where 
the church now stands. 

On November 28, 1887, the Kindred Norwegian 
Evangelical Lutheran Ohurch was organized at the 
Erick T. Lee home. At a special meeting held on 
May 10, 1888 they decided to extend a call to Rev. 
J. J. Heie, who served for a short time. Until a 
church was built in 1889, services were held in the 
homes of the members. Rev. R.R. Bogstad was the 
first resident pastor. The building committee con
�isted Qf :Km,it Iverson, Soren Qttis

1 
Erick Lee

1 
O\c; 
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KINDRED CHURCH OF KINDRED 

Tidernan and Ole Lovdokken. They were rnen of 
vision and a large building, 3 8 x 70 feet, was con
structed. Records show that the interior of the 
church was finished in 1892 and the bell was pur
chased in 1893. The first organ was provided by 
the Ladies Aid in 1895 and in 1896 pews were in
stalled in tirne for a circuit meeting. Thls was the 
first church established in "Kindred. 

The West Prairie Church was organized in 1891 
wi,th fifteen charter rnernbers. Rev. Bogstad was the 
first pastor. Up until 1896 the congregation was 
called the Davenport Lutheran Church, which was 
then changed to West Prairie Lutheran Church. In

1910 they built the church and in 1929 it was moved 
on its present basement. In 19 51 the church was 
enlarged and remodeled. Rededication services were 
held on April 22 of that year. 
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The most recent congregation in Kindred is the 
Calvary United Brethren Church. Services were 
first held in the city hall in 1953 with Rev. Martin 
Gruneich of Walcott as pastor. On March 22, 1954 
the newly established church and Sunday school was 
organized. In June of that year their church build
ing was moved frorn Walcott. Dedication services 
were held in October. Serving on the building corn
rnittee were: Arnold Johnson, Carl Stenhjem, A. H. 
Rich, C. 0. Greear, Ivan Rustad and Kenneth John
son. 

KINDRED EV. UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 

In the early history of our churches we find th�t 
religious services and instructions were conducted m 
the Norwegian language. Today, the transition from 
Norwegian to English is almost completed, except 
for an occasional cornrnunion service for older mem
bers. 

Through the years, a fine spirit of cooperation 
between churches has been developed. Lutheran 
Brotherhoods have be,en organized and are active in 
promoting the church. Rural Life Institutes have 
been conducted with the cooperation of the churches 
in the cornrnunity. Discussions at these three day 
insfitutes have brought the congregations to a feeling 
of oneness and an understanding that the cornrnunity 
as a whole rnust work together to solve the problems 
found in our area. Much food for thought has de
veloped from these discussions. 

The lot of the pioneers who founded our con
gregations has not been an easy one. They were 
courageous men and women who put their trust in 
God, even under affliction. They were determined 
to pass their heritage on to their children and their 
children's children. We, the living, must accept 
their challenge. to carry on that God's Word may be 
passed. unmarred and -.untarnished . to . future genera
tions. 
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who always headed the Fourth of July parades as 
"Uncle Sam". His wife is living with .a daughter in 
California. 

John Hanson 

Mr. Hanson was one of Kindred's early business 
men being in partnernhip for a time with one of the 
Qualleys and later with Mr. R. Evingson, we have 
been informed. 

Ole Qualley and Anfin Qualley 

Ole Qualley was born in Norway in 1855. As a 
young man, he emigrated to this country and settled 
in Kindred, we believe in the 1880's. After a few 
years, his brother Anfin joined him, he too corning 
from Norway. They started a hardware store in a 
building that · has since been incorporated into the 
Larsen store. Mr. Anfin Qualley's first job after 
corning to Kindred was as a clerk in the Rustad and 
Lund store. In 1900, Anfin sold out his interest to 
his brother and moved first to Marion, later to Val
ley City and now for many years has resided with 
his daughter Ruth, in Aneta. We believe that Mr. 
Anfin Qualley is the oldest living merchant of the 
clan of early pioneers that once were in business in 
Kindred. 

Ole Qualley continued in business after his bro
ther left Kindred a few years and then moved to 
Hinsdale, Montana, where he homesteaded and lived 
until his death. Three of his six children are still 
living today. 
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Thore Bendikson 

Thore Bendikson bought grain at an elevator lo
cated where the present Farmers Elevator is. This 
elevator belonged to the St. Anthony & Dakota Ele
vator Co. When the Kindred Farmers Elevator Co. 
was organized, they purchased this place of business. 

In the foregoing list of Kindred's pioneers, we 
have tried to give you sorne information on only 
those who came to Kindred before 1892. It has been 
a difficult task beoause of the rnany changes which 
took place in these early years. However, we feel it 
our duty to at least mention sorne of the fine men 
who have helped develop our town ,and community 
in later years, even though we rnay be criticized for 
ommiting others whom you rnay feel have been of 
equal importance. Such rnen as John Van Amum, 
Max Strehlow, Ben Anderson, Christ Myhre, George 
Wehterhead, Oscar Muller, Dr. H. Haugen, John 
Ottis, Dr. Axel Juul, Carl Johnson, Martin Ellefson, 
Sam Trueblood, Ted Narveson, Martin Helling, An
ton Anderson and Linnie Johnson, could always be 
counted upon to help with any undertaking that 
would benefit Kindred and community. We honor 
tlleir memory. 

In presenting this Diamond Jubilee on these first 
days of July, 1955, we find a growing list of public 
spirited men and women who are enthusiastically 
going forward with today's responsibilities. To these 
willing workers, the community ,is greatly indebted. 
We hope the satisfaction they receive from a job 
well done will repay them, in part, for their efforts 
and spur them on to greater undertakings. 

Kindreds Modern Seltool and Auditorium 
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Carl P. Dahlen 

Carl P. Dahlen was born in Norway February 
24, 1863. He emigrated to America with his par
ents in 1872, coming then to Spring Grove. In 1880 
he came to Kindred with his parents and brothers, 
Peter Ole, and Anthon. In 1886 he married Oliane 
Elstad, bought four acres of land in Kindred and 
built a home where his daughter, Mrs. Gust Brateng 
is still living'. He went into store business with his 
brotherin-law Anthon Elstad, but after a few years 
was compell;d to retire because of ill health. He 
died in 1905. 

Julius Olson 

Julius Olson was born in Norway on November 
30 1842. In 1870 he sailed for America, coming 
di;ectly to Red Wing, Minnesota. He was united in 
marriage to Miss Johanne Nettum on May 26, 1883. 
In 1885 they came to Kindred. He was a carpenter 
and· contractor the greater part of his life and num
erous houses in Kindred and vicinity were built by 
him. For two years, 1885-1887 he conducted a gen
eral store in Kindred in partnership with Anthon 
Elstad. His wife died August 22, 1893. Mr. Olson 
died September 18, 1930. 

Ferdinand Lund 

Ferdinand Lund came to IGndred with his fam
ily from Goodhue County in 1886. They lived at 
first in the hotel, located on the present corner of the 
Evingson store., which was operated by Mr. Mc
Michael. Mr. Lund was one of the early black
smiths who later moved to homestead land in Can
ada, w'here he passed away. His wido�, wi!h a son, 
Ingval lived here many years followmg his death. 
Ingval: also well known as "P. I" was one of the 
first plumbers in Kindred. Two of his three sons are 
living here. 

George Foster 

George Foster worked in the liyery stables, mov
ing to Holdfast, Saskatchewan, with other Kindred 
folks in 1901. 

Valentine Smith 

Valentine Smith came here in 1883. He lived 
on a farm south and east a mile from town. His 
daughter was named "Lottie". 

Anthon Elstad 

Anthon Elstad was born in Norway February 21 
1859. In 1880 he emigrated to the United States, 
and settled in Iowa. Mr. Elstad resided in Decorah, 
Iowa until 1882, at which time he returned to Nor
way for a few months. Upon returni�g to the Unite? 
States he came to Kindred and resided here until 
his death. 

Mr. Elstad was employed as a clerk at the Rus
tad and Lund store for a period of three years. In 
1885 he went into partnership with Mr. Julius 
Olso�. Mr. Elstad was also in partnership with John 
Rustad, Carl Dahlen, and Matt Corneliusen during 
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succeeding years, until 1900. Frrom the latter date 
until 1927 Mr. Elstad operated this general mer
chandise store under the firm name Anthon Elstad. 
His two sons, Gerhard and Alfred, took over the 
business in 1927. 

Anthon Elstad served as constable, town clerk, 
and was clerk of tbe schocl b::iard for 25 years. Mr. 
Elstad died June 2, 1945, at th eage of 86. 

John Jacobson 

John Jacobson was born near Decorah, Iowa, on 
September 27, 1862, the son of Jacob Bolson, who 
died in the Civil War. At the age of twenty Mr. 
Jacobson came to Dakota territory, worked for 
Fuller and J olmson, later as a miller at the Rustad 
and Kresse Mill. After fifteen years he started his 
own mill in Kindred, which he operated until his 
death in 1934. He was married on December 30, 
1887, at Ada, Minnesota, to Marie Paulson, who 
still lives in the home they bought from John Am
undson in 1888. 

Louis Bergh 

Born near Spring Grove, he was the son of Tolef 
Berg who settled ther� in 184 7. His sister was !he 
first white child born m Houston County. She died 
in infancy. Louis was a bookkeeper for Nelson and 
Kjos in Fargo. He proved a homestead at Inkster, 
North Dakota. He had married Ellen Korson Erick
son in 1882, coming to Kindred in 1887, living, until 
their house was built, with the Iver Hasledalens. He 
operated a restaurant and confectionery business 
until moving to St. Paul and later to New York state 
where in 1931 he passed away. Mrs. Berg's brother, 
Eric Erickson, had come to Kindred in 1878 and 
lived west of town. His oldest daughter, Manda, 
was one of the first lady clerks at Evingson's. 

Anton Hanson 

Anton Hanson moved here with his family from 
Lansing, Iowa, in 1891 and operated a hotel here 
for many years. 

A. C. Mogan

Alexander Mogan was born February 24, 1855, 
and emigrated to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, from Nume
dahl, Norway, in 1871, with his brother Sven .. He
worked on a dairy farm and then went to � busmess 
school in Dixon, Ill. Then he secured work m a Lake 
Preston, Minnesota, Mill where the wheat was hauled 
in sacks to large flat houses, not elevators. In 1885 
he moved to Kindred to work for Cargill and Co. 
Here the power for the elev,ator was two horses, 
usually blind ones, hitched to a pole going in a circle. 
At that time there was no electricity in North Dako
ta. His salary was $50 per month and this was con
sidered very good. He served on the school board 
and was instrumental in getting a second teacher for 
the school. His wife Caroline Okre was a very hos
pi�able and kind person; so it was with regret to all 
when they moved to Hinsdale to homestead. In 1942 
he retired and passed away the following year. The 
writer remembers Mr. A. C. as a very tall man and 
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Scltool Jlistoru 
The Little Red Schoolhouse ... From Norman to Norway 

Last year a humble but historically important 
little log cabin which for years had served as a 
museum in the Sons of Norway Park near the Shey
enne River was dismantled and sent to Norway at 
the request 'of the Norwegian government. This S";me 
building had served as a school house for th� child
ren of our earliest pioneers-in 1873 when it stood 
on the P. Thrane farm. 

Scihool bells rang out in a gmnary next - o� the 
J. Husebye farm which is now owned by Gdbert
Overboe. Henry Husebye, Fargo, is the only sur
viving pupil. Berndt Sandbeck, father of our county
commissioner, was teacher.

The Town Hall building served as the first "city 
school", built in 1882. It wasn't long before the 
knowledge seekers overflowed the one-room str_uc
ture into rooms above the Elstad store - the bmld
ing now occupied by J ordet's. 

The two-story building was put up in 1896 on 
the lots now occupied by the Edwin Evingson and 
Elvin Twedt residences. It gave way in 1922 to th_e 
more modern brick building now in use. The audi
torium-gymnasium was added in 194 7 to fill both 
community and sahool needs. It stan�s as. a_ syn:ibol 
of community cooperation and public spmt; smce 
the $25 000 bond limit was one-,half of the amount 
needed ' the building could be accomplished only 
through generous contributions, loans and much 
voluntary labor. 

----------

The Pioneer Teacher - 55 Children and Chilblains 

We know very little about the work of the early 
pioneer teacher but we can well imagine the mag
niitude of his handicaps. Even after 30 years of 
progress the teacher's life was not an easy �:me, we 
decided after interviewing Mrs. John Ottis, who 
started teaching here in 1905 as Bertha McIntyre. 

Packed into a small room (about 20 feet square) 
she had fifty-five third, fourth and fifth gr_aders. To 
complicate the discipli�e problem the <:h1ldr�n had 
ranged in age from mne to a strappmg sixteen! 
Teachill!g aids were scarce and the money to pur
chase them scarcer. Outside the classroom feuds 
raged between the town boys and the country lads. 
The heating arrangement was so poor that "teacher" 
had to treat chilblains daily. For all this Miss Mc
Intyre received compensation of $55 monthly. 

The Three R's Were Important 

Compulsory education was � necessity. That �as 
the philosophy of our early pioneers brought with 
them from the old country. So, for the most part a 
child's education was faced with a seriousness of 
purpose - ,at least on the part of his parents. 

Competition with necessary farm work made the 
teacher's job more difficult. A report from the Kin-

dred School in the 1902 Westland Educator reads: 
"The great demand for help at home this season 
makes the attendance small." A news item in the 
1912 Kindred Tribune: Eugene Reistad was in town 
last week. He made arrangements to enter when 
stacking is done." This was typical of many rural 
lads - doing a man-sized job and trying to squeeze 
in a little l'amin', too. 

By the turn of the century the curriculum was 
not too different from that of today. In 1906 the 
seventJh and eighth graders were studying Shakes
peare's "As You Like It"

-:-
just as today._ Langu�ges 

- dead or living - were strcs.:;ed possibly a httle 
more than currently. German was taught in the 
early school and Latin was stre�sed for ?1any years. 
The teaching of elementary agncultme m the grade 
school evidently threw many city-born teachers for 
a loop. A 1904 issue of the Westland Educator de
fines No. 1 hard spring wheat as "sound, bright and 
well cleaned and must be composed mostly of Hard 
Scotch Fife' and weight not less than fifty-eigiht 
pounds to the measured :bushel.'.' Five ?the� grades 
of wheat were defined and 11 pomts for JUdgmg corn 
were ·outlined for some poor teacher to learn while 
the midnight oil burned. 

The youngsters kept up on cur:ent eve_nts, t?o. 
On a typical day of 1901 the topics of discussion 
were: 

"In about a year Great Britain will have a cable 
across the Pacific. What points will be con
nected? 

"A German millionaire while cruising his yacht 
near Papua was captured, killed and eaten _by 
cannibals. What similar horrors are takmg 
place in Africa?" 

"Claims amounting to over $5,000,000 will be 
filed on behalf of the relatives of the seamen 
who went down with the Maine. On what 
grounds can they hold our government respon
sible?" 

Beyond the Three R's 

The original pioneer schools were equipped to 
teach little beyond their "letters" and "sums". But 
our ,school was early to recognize the need for ed
ucating the whole child to adjust to his environment. 
The community's pmgressive philosophy of educat
tion is revealed in a pamgraph from a 1935 issue of 
the Tribune: 

"If education in the modern ages consisted only 
of book knowledge, it would be much easier and 
cheaper for the country as a whole to buy each child 
a set of books and let that child read. Education is 
more than the book knowledge, however, so these 
(extracurricular) activities are put into a school sys
tem to make life for the child easier and a pleasure 
to live." 
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KINDRED'S 

FIRST HIGH 

SCHOOL 

Declamation contests and play productions ap
peared early on the scene and were very popular in 
the early 1900's. Many in ouir ,community look back 
with pleasure on the "tours" of these dramatic pro
ductions by horse-drawn lumber wagons to Walcott, 
Leonard and other nearby towns. 

The .first debate contest seems to have been in 
1926. And if you think we didn't have some real 
scholars in those days try to struggle through the 
tide of the topic which was - no foolin' - "Re
solved That Congress Shall Enact Legislation That 
Will Insure to the Producers of Staple Agricultural 
Products a Price Exceeding the World Price By the 
Amount of the Tariff Thereon for the Portion Used 
In the United States and Providing for Losses on the 
Exportable Surplus By Means of an Equalization 
Fee Against Each Product." 

Problems. They Had Them. We Still Do 

Throughout the years we've held ,our own in 
standards. Kindred High School has given its grad
uates as good an education as perhaps any other 
school of its size in the state. But it hasn't been 
without handicaps. 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

School Distiriot No. 2 was organized in 1875 -
second in the county. It . included all of Norman 
Township. Four years later it was cut in half. Later 
reductions left it with only nine and ¾ sections -
the smallest in the state. The small tax base has 
prevented many improvements that could otherwise 
be · accomplished. 

To consolidate or not to consolidate - that 
seems to be the pertinent question. But it's not a 
new problem either. An education article in 1901 
predicted: "Time is coming when the rural popula
tion will demand as good schools for the children as 
those who dwell in our municipalities." This article 
goes on to enumerate ten advantages of consolida
tion. 

Today 

We now have a 10 teacher system. In 1954 
there were 138 enrolled in the grade school and 77 
in the high school. 
· The pmgram offered is not as varied as a bigger
budget could allow for, but it is a well-rounded pro
gram - of top-notch quality.

Long live the Blue and the White. 
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ship with John Rustad. They moved to Kindred in 
1881 and that same year he sold his interest to John 
Rustad. Immediately he commenced operating the 
hotel and was married that year to Miss Christiania 
Thorson of Mona, Iowa, being the first couple to be 
married in Kindred. They had one child, Bessie 
Lenore. Mr. Olson was appointed Kindred's first 
Notary Public, a school director, and was a collector 
for the firm Fuller and Johnson of Madison, Wis
consin. 

James Albert Fuller 

James Albert Fuller, the father of Mrs. Peter 
Dennis, came to Kindred in 1885. He was a verv 
prominent figure in the early days, and was a horse 
trader, who had a livery stable. 

Frank Engberg 

Frank Engberg was an early day harness maker. 
He moved with his family to Holdfast, Saskatchewan 
in 1901. 

D. W. Gross was listed in the census as a farmer.
W. P. Hitchings came from Cannon Falls, Min

nesota, to Kindred on the 8th day of November, 
1882, and commenced business after erecting a 
building. He carried an excellent stock of goods and 
had the only exdusive hardware and tinware estab
lishment in the town of Kindred. A. Qualley bought 
out his business in later years. 

Andrew Nelson was one of the early blacksmiths, 
on the south side of main street. 

Thomas Bell was listed as a. hotel owner in the 
census. 

Tolof Evjen was listed as a merchant in 1the 1885 
census. 

Ole Graff was in the lumber business and for a 
time was a partner of Ole Johnson. 

Rudolph Evingson 

Rudolph Evingson was born in Drammen, Nor
way, in 1861. As a young boy, he was apprenticed 
to his uncle, who had a store in Drammen. After 
completing his apprenticeship, emigrated and came 
to Chicago where his father had preceded him. Here 
he helped his parent in working in a ship-yard. In 
1884, he came to Kindred a)nd began clerking for 
Mr. Rustad. Later he clerked for a Mr. Germscheid 
and then became his partner. Mr. Germscheid sold 
his interest to Julius Gilbertson. Still later, he was 
in partnership with John Hanson and then with his 
brother Charles Evensen and became sole owner in 
1890. He continued his general store business until 
his death in 1939. Being a strong Republican, he 
was Kindred's postmaster for many years� For 18 
years, he served on the local school board and during 
his term of office, saw the present school building 
completed. 

In Kindred's big fire in 1901, his store was the 
last to burn to the ground. He rebuilt the same year 
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and his business is being carried on by his son, Ed
win. 

Mr. Evingson married Miss Kjersti Gilbertson in 
1888. Seven children were born to this union. An 
infant daughter passed away shortly after birth and 
a son, Clarence was the first world war casualty 
from Kindred. 

Peter H. Dennis 

Peter H. Dennis and wife Florence V. Fuller and 
three children, John, Harry, and Maude came to 
Kindred in 1883. He had a general store until that 
burned down on a very cold winter night; later he 
operated the Kindred hotel. He moved to Duluth in 
1895. He was an enthusiastic baseball man and it 
has been told that his wife always made a freezer of 
ice cream for the winning .team. He died at Regina, 
Saskatchewan, in 1903, where, with two sons, Harry 
and Edward, he had homesteaded hear the so-called 
"Kindred Settlement" near Holdfast. 

Martin Larsen

Martin Larsen was born in Drammen, Norway, 
on July 26th, 1857. He attended school there and 
worked for his brothers who had a dry goods store. 
In 1884, he arrived in New York, leaving immedi
ately for Chicago. After workinK there for one year, 
he left for Denver, C,olorado, where he remained 
a year. In 1886, he left Denver for the Dakota ter
ritory arriving in Kindred in 1886, being employed 
by Mr. Rustad in his store. In 1891, a partnership 
was formed ·with Mr. C. J. Lund establishing the 
Larsen and Lund Department Store which continued 
in business until 1910 when Mr. Larsen became the 
sole owner. He continued to operate his store until 
his ceath in 1928. 

In 1891, he married Miss Gertrude Ames of 
Waterloo, Iowa, who was a teacher. Two sons and 
three daughters were born to this union Lawrence 
being the present operator of the store th�t his father 
owned. Mr. Larsen took an active part in civic af
fairs and was a member of the first council when 
Kindred became an incorporated village. 

Fletcher Brothers 

Fletcher Bros. were the first grain_ buyers in 
Kindred. They had a warehouse in which they stored 
the grain in sacks. A driveway along the warehouse 
was built up high enough to make it convenient to 
unload and pile the sacks in rather high piles. Later 
they built an elevator using horsepower for elevating 
the grain. Still later, a steam boiler with a steam 
engine was installed. Some . years later this elevator 
was burned and was not rebuilt. 

Christian O. Reistad 

Chris:Oian Reistad was born in Lillehamar, No
vember 15, 1858, coming to Kindred in 1885 and 
clerked in the Rustad and Lund store. He married 
Ragna Lund in 1887 and later homesteaded in Bar
rie Township. He died in 1945. 
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tive business men who did not live beyond their 
means. We have had few booms and busts but have 
experienced a steady growth which at times has been 
slow but we have always gone forward. Few towns 
our size can boast of so many business establish
ments that have been conducted under one firm 
name for 40, 50 and even over 60 years. This shows 
stability and this same character is found in our 
rural areas where children and grand�children are 
operating 1Jhe same farms that ,their fore-fathers 
homesteaded. 

John Rustad 

John Rustad, pioneer farmer, merchant, and 
owner of several farms and a major portion of Kin
dred's original 11:ownsite, was born in Lillehammer, 
Norway, in 1851. At the age of fi£teen years, he 
emigrated to America coming direotly to Mona, 
Iowa, where he resided with a relative until he was 
19 years old when he became a citizen of our csun
try. He then proceeded to the Red River Valley and 
worked for a time on a farm south of Moorhead. 
Next, he homesteaded on some land near Hickson 
but this land was contested by the N. P. Railroad. 
He then purchased land near Norman that Mr. Christ 
Owen farmed for him for many years. 

As has been stated previously, Mr. Rustad moved 
the first store building into Kindred and had several 
partners. A Mr. Olson was a partner for a short 
time. Then Mr. C. J. Lund, and later Mr. Anthon 
Elstad. It is interes,ting to note that Mr. Rus,tad 
furnished employment to many who later started 
businesses of their own. 

He purchased the flour mill that had been built 
and operated for a time at Norman, moving it across 
country to a ,site west of tihe Great Northern water 
tank, in the bend of the river. Mr. Kresse was the 
manager and part-owner of this mill and thousands 
of sacks of "Sheyenne Queen" flour had been sold 
through this area and carloads shipped to eastern 
markets. This flour was preferred by many and 
customers regretted seeing the mill discontinue its 
business in later years. 

Mr. Rustad owned several farms in this com
munity and had purchased the major portion of the 
original townsite of Kindred. He sold lots to many 
of Kindred's first citizens. He was a builder and his 
life was woven into Kindred's early development. 

In 1878, he married Miss Agnethe Strand and to 
this union eight children were born. A son, Hjalmer, 
is still living in Kindred and a grand-son, Ivan, is 
actively engaged in business and farming. 

Erick Benson Tune 

Erick Benson Tune homesteaded on the quarter 
section along the east side of the Gol road that the 
Sorbels now farm. When John Rustad erected his 
store building by the river, two strangers also built 
a store building there. When Rustad's building was 
moved, the other building was torn down and rebuilt 
in Kindred and is the southeas,t corner of the present 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

Larson store. Erick Benson Tune conducted a store 
business there and later sold out. 

Adolph Dahlberg was a shoemaker by trade. 
George Vangsness remembers seeing a fine pair of 
shoes Mr. Dahlberg had made that were for sale. 

Dr. Winters practiced medicine in Kindred in the 
early 80's. 

Peter Hakdahl was a carpenter in this same per
iod. 

Carl Steneger 

Carl Steneger homesteaded on the farm near the 
one 1:Jhat Harry Stenberg is now on. Later he moved 
to Kindred and clerked at Rustad's store. He also 
had been a teacher. 

John Amundson is listed as a carpenter in the 
1885 census. 

Gilbert Olson is listed as ,the owner of a saloon. 

Ole Johnson 

Ole Johnson had been a member of Gen. Sulley's 
Army of Indian fighters in 1863-1865. He fought in 
the battle of White Stone Hills. He operated a lum
ber yard on the west side of the tracks. He left a 
diary giving his experiences of his army life that has 
made interesting reading. 

Iver 0. Hasledahlen was Kindred's first black
,smith and previous to this he had a shop at Norman. 
He sold his shop to F. H. Lund and began farming. 

Thomas Haney was registered on the census rolls 
as a teacher in 1885. 

Charles Brummeind, we believe was the first 
depot agent. 

C. J. Lund

C. J. Lund was born in Lillehamer, Norway, in
1854, coming to America in 1872. He arrived in 
Chicago and later moved to Fargo where he clerked 
in a store operated by Kjos and Bye. He married 
Clara M. Malterud in 1882. Mr. Lund entered into 
partnership with John Rustad in August, 1882. They 
were dealers in general merchandise and agents for 
McCormick binders, Pitts engines, Allan's line of 
steamers and Phoenix insurance. They also had the 
post office. In 1887 they built a building on the lot 
now occupied by the R.E.A. In 1891 he entered 
into partnership with Martin Larsen and this part
nership lasted until 1912, when he moved to Kalis
pell, Montana, where he passed away in 1937. While 
in Kalispell he operated a grocery store under the 
name of Lund and Moe. Mr. and Mrs. Lund had 
four children: Lillian, Mabel, Irvin, and Conrad. 
Lillian was this year named "the Mother of the 
Year" for Montana. 

0. J. Olson

0. J. Olson, hotel keeper, was born in Norway
in 1851 coming to Wisconsin in 1869. He clerked 
for a time in Amherst, Wisconsin, but afterwaard 
moved to Faribault. In 1879 he came to Fargo en
gaging in the machine business and the following 
year he located in Norman, where he was in partner-
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;tf,usie Jlistor11 
Musk has made the richest and most lasting 

contribution to the art of culture in the Kincked 
community than any other program. Music, as it 
has developed, must share top honors with all the 
other civic improvements. 

Before our community was ten yearn old the 
Norman Silvea:- Cornet Band was organized, with Mr. 
Bakken as their director. This group was in much 
demand in those days and was called upon to play 
at many celebrations in neighboring towns, some of 
which were Walcott, Fargo, Moorhead and Orton
ville. 

Being of Scandinavian descent, which made them 
inherently lovers of music and the finer things of 
life, naturally, our pioneeris felt that there should be 
some musical organization in their midst. No doubt, 
this band was organized primarily for the purpose 
of pleasure and enjoyment. Nevertheless, the mere 
desire to play together displays that inherent pur
poseful leadership to create and build towards the 
finer arts of culture and living. 

As early as 18 7 6 a male chorus was organized 
at Norman with 0. J. Olson, a local Kindred mer
chant, as their director. 

Approximately thirty years ago such names as 
Mr. Herman Monson and Mr. Putnam, familiarly 
known as "Doc" Putnam, entered upon our musical 
stage as directors of our vocal groups and bands. 
Their names still bring nods of pleasant recollections 
as well as vivid stories of their accomplishments. 

Band activity was more or less dormant for a 
period up until 1927. Two men 1Jhen came to Kin
dred to organize a boys' and girls' community band. 
The first director, Mr. Toomey, began the class in 
the summer of 1927. This was the beginning of our 
present band organization. This organization has 
been maintained and supported continuously up to 
the present time. Organized as a community band, 
the original Board of Directors cons,isted of: R. E. 
Hamry, President; Linnie Johnson, Vice President; 
Sam Trueblood, Secretary-Treasurer, with E. M. 
Evingson and Mrs. John Ottis as the other directors. 
Many persons have served so very ably on this band 
board over the past 28 years that we would very 
much like to name them all. Undea:-standably, such 
a long lisit of names would be impossible in the space 
allowed. Representation on this board has always 
been made up of parents from Kindred and parents 
from the rural area. Possibly this explains the fact 
that this band has out-lived any other small town 
band, in consecutive years of existence. The leader
ship and cooperation from the entire community has 
written ,this in the annals of history as a real success 
story. 

The band of forty members obtained their in
struments in the fall of 1927, after receiving three 
months instruction in the fundamentals of music. 

The progress and interest developed by this first 
band resulted in the organization of a junior band of 
fifty membea:-s the very next year. The band would 
tour neighboring towns for· celebrations much the 
same as they did years ago. 

The band of today carries on in the same man
ner. Since the organization of the first band with 
A. W. Huntula, director, ,there have been many other 
dirnctors who have left lasting impressions upon our 
community, such as Mr. V. C. Picco and Mr. G. 
Wright and other,s. About the time Mr. Picco moved 
foom here the band seemed to drift into the local 
high school so that at present the band is actually 
known as the Kindred High School Band. However, 
the community band with i,ts own board of directors 
still funotions in o!fder to assist in the financial sup
port and give paTental guidance, so necessary for 
this youth organization. 

We cannot proceed further without mentioning 
the other musical groups which have sprung up 
primarily because of the band. Because of the many 
struggles thmugh the lean years methods to assist the 
band financially had to 1be secured. The first of ,1:Jhese 
was a minstrel show with all the men in town taking 
part. Singing with this group was so thoroughly en
joyed by the men that a Meri's Chorus was started, 
under Mr. Picco's direction. This group gained an 
enviable reputation and was called upon to perform 
for many occasions. To follow this group came a 
mixed chorus, under the direction of Mr. Picco. 
Mr. G. E. Oyloe followed and then Mr. N. Barling
haug, as directors. Cantatas, like "The Seven Last 
Words of Christ", "The Messiah", along with many 
secular numbers . were presented in concert. May
ville, Hatton, Fort Ransom, Lisbon, Fargo and 
Minneapolis were among tihe dties visited. 

This wonderful spirit of cooperation displayed in 
our community musical groups has carried over into 
our school. By working together with the school it 
has been possible to obtain music directors of the 
highest quality. Our school musical groups are our 
pride and joy and share equal prominence and par
allel the accomplishments of the community groups. 
All school groups and individual s�udents have com
peted in County and State contes,tis for many years. 
They have oonsistently captured top honors, even 
though competing with la:rger ,schools. 

For many years Cass County oonducted music 
contests in Casse1ton every spring. They had their 
origin with the County Superintendent's office and 
were under 1:Jhe supervision of Caroline and Ethel 
Evingson, daughters of one of our pioneers. 

In oonclusion, we give thanks to our pioneers, 
to whom we are so deeply indebted for giving birth, 
in this community of ours, to music, the wonderful 
world-wide ,language. May the present generation 
and all future generations continue to work together, 
with that same pioneer spirit, towards the preserva
tion of this beautiful art. 
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A Jtistor11 (1/ Kindreds 8art11 '6usinessme11 
This brings us up to the time when the village 

of Kindred had its beginning. Mr. George Vangs
ness, who forms in the Barrie area, remembers when 
the first train chugged into town and he thinks that 
the firsrt depot was a small building that came on a 
flat car. Its coming meant that a marketing and com
munity center could be established. Now, the pio
neer,s need not go to distant places for their supplies 
or haul their grain to Fargo and Moorhead. Up to 
this time, our settlers had to go as far as Alexandria 
to get their flour and other necessities. This trip 
oftentimes had taken two or more weeks of their 
time. Farmers would band together when making 
the trip. We have been told that at one time, when 
flour could be pmchased from a mill at Moorhead, 
two farmers started out, telling their families that 
they would be gone only a few days. Behold the 
families anxiety when they did not return for two 
weeb as the mill was not running because of break
age. They had then pmceeded to Fergus Falls with 
no better results and had to continue to Alexandria 
before they obtained the flour that would take them 
through the winrter. 

The coming of the railroad made possible the 
bh1th of Kindred. The faith •that the original planners. 
of the railroad had in this area has been repaid 
manyfold. In a single year, this community has pro
duced for shipment to various points in the nation, 
over 300 carloads of grain, over 120 carloads of 
potatoes and over 300 carloads of sugar beets. In 
one year, rthe Great Northern Railroad has brought 
in as many as 240 oarloads consisting of farm ma
chinery, autoes, lumber, cement, coal and petroleum 
products. 

Today, with four unit diesel engines that pull 
trains of 125 to 150 cars at a time can be seen going 
through Kindred almost daily. With the railroad 
using two-way radio as a means of communication 
between the train crews and the depot operators, 
with the installation in recent years, of automatic 
block signal system, and with the full time employ
ment of eleven men who maintain the ·railroad's ser
vices in Kindred, we oan point with pride to the part 
that the Great Northern Railroad has played in the 
progress of this area. 

Records show that section number 29 in Town
ship 137 and range 50 was originally owned by the 
Northern Pacific Railroad. This was one of the thou
sands of sect�ons granted by Congress in 1864 to aid 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph line 
from Lake Superior to the Puget Sound on the Pa
cific coast by the northern route. On September 1st, 
1880, this section passed into the hands of J. S. 
Huntington and William A. Kindred for the specified 
sum of $2800.00. In October, the St. Paul, Minne
apolis and Manitoba Railroad purchased a strip of 
land 300 feet wide through the section for a right-of-

way. Then in December, the original plat of Kin
dred was filed before Richard Skuse, the notary 
public of Cass Co. D.T. From these records, it is 
easily understandable how Kindred obtained its 
name. Relatives of Mr. Kindred have lived in Fargo 
in recent years. 

It is common knowledge that the railroad had 
planned on locating our town on the south side of 
the Sheyenne, but Mr. Mathiason, the owner of this 
land, demanded more than the railroad wished to 
pay. The outcome was that Kindred was located 
where it is today. Through the years, many have 
expressed their regrets at this transaotion since the 
Sheyenne would have afforded easy aocess to water, 
the rtimber, shelter and added beauty. Who knows 
but what it may have been a-factor in the progress 
that Kindred has made through these past seventy
five years. Few towns, our size, can boast so many 
fine homes and business establishments as Kindred 
possesses today. 

Cass County records show that the first lot sold 
was recorded in the name of Fuller & Johnson, a 
company that sold wagons, plows, etc. This lot was 
located approximately where rthe drug store now 
stands. The second lot was purchased by Mr. Iver 
Hasledahlen. This was on the south side of the 
original townsite. The third lot was sold to Mr. John 
Rustad, who in the early years of Kindred's history 
purchasaed many others and owned the greater part 
of the townsite, many acres being farmed for a time. 

Mr. John Rustad was a man of vision and when 
the early settlers were informed that the railroad was 
coming 1Jhrough this area, he built a store building 
south of rthe Sheyenne on the west side of the f,arm 
now owned by Louis Perhus. Peder and Ole Dahlen 
were the carpenters who built the building. When 
Mr. Rustad found that the town could not be located 
ait this point, he secured twelve yoke of oxen and 
transported the buildin� to Norman, and then later 
to Kindred. This was the first store. Soon after this 
beginning, others appeared on the scene until Kin
dred was able to supply the needs of the community. 
It is interesting to note that among the many busi
ness men that first came, there were many "Yan
kees". In later years, many of these had sold their 
businesses to others and moved from the area with 
the result that Kindred was often times referred to 
as a second Norway because of its many citizens 
with Norwegian ancestry, 

Kindred did not escape the experiences that most 
frontier towns wenrt through. At one time, there 
were · three saloons on main street and fights and 
dJ1U11kenness were common sights. When North Da
kota became a state, pmhibition was voted in and 
the saloons disappeared to be followed by "blind 
pigs" that took their place. 

Throughout the 75 years that Kindred has ex
isted, we have been fortunate having had conserva-
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1881 

Iver Braaten 

Iver Braaten was bom in Norway and immigrat
ed to America in 1881. He came directly to Kin
dred and seit-tled on the Iverson farm south of there. 
A year later he homesteaded in Garborg Township. 

Knot Trybus 

Knut Tryhus was born in Norway in 1847. He 
immigrated to America in 18 81, coming directly to 
Kindred and settling on a farm eight miles northeast 
of there. 

Simen Simenson 

Simen Simenson was born in Norway in 1855. 
In 1872 he immigrated to Coon Valley, Wisconsin, 
then in 1881 he bought land near Davenport. He 
later purchased the present Simenson farm northeast 
of Kindred. 

Ole Ronice 

Ole Ronice left Norway at an early age coming 
to Ferryville, Wisconsin. In 1881 he settled on a 
farm west of Kindred. 

Halvor Lahren 

Halvor Lahren homesteaded near Kindred in 
1881. 

Knot Braaten 

Knut Braaten was born in Hallingdal, Norway, 
July 16, 1853. He immigrated to Kindred in 1881. 
later moving to McLeod. He then came back to 
Kindred again to spend his life until his death in 
1922. He had married Astri Ekre in 1880. 

Andrew Elton 

Andrew Elton emigrated from Norway to North
field in 1877. He came to Kindred in 1881, later 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

moving to Granville in 1902. He and his wife, Anna, 
came to the home of Ole Oie before making their 
own home on the farm close to the Norman church. 
Mr. Elton passed away in August, 1931. Mrs. A. 
P. Dahlen (Sigrid) was his daughter.

Christ Johnson 

Christ Johnson came to Dakota territory in 18 81 
and settled on a farm west of Kindred which became 
his home until he and his family moved to Silverton, 
Oregon, in 1910. 

Engebret 0. Ulness 

Engebret Ulness was born in Norway in 1864 
and when a small boy, immigrated with his parents 
to Lansing, Iowa. In 18 81 he came to the present 
Kindred community and established a home along 
the Sheyenne River one and one half miles south of 
�indred. He was unHed in marriage to Olaug Bakko 
m 1887. For many years he conducted a general 
store near the old mill site on the banks of the 
Sheyenne River. 

Ole Stenberg 

Ole Stenberg immigrated to Kindred in 18 81. 
Next year he bought Carl Steneger's homestead 
farm. This farm is now owned by Martin Stenberg. 
Other sons besides Martin were Daniel, Agathon 
and Christian. 

Johan Trana 

Mr. and Mrs. Johan Trana came here from Nor
way on the 19th of July, 1881. They purchased 
school land and lived there until 1937 when they 
both died within 4 days of one another. Bernt, who 
has kept a diary where he has recorded many in
teresting facts, tells that his mother planted some 
potatoes a few days after they arrived and harvested 
a wonderful crop. 

The old Mill and 

Dam one mile south 

of Kindred. 
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Supervisors of Normanna Township for many years. 
Mr. Owen died May 18, 1936. 

Andrew J. Olerud 

Andrew Olerud was born in Hadeland, Norway, 
March 5, 1857. He homesteaded east of Kindred in 
1880 and lived here until his death. He married 
Bertha Oppen in 1882. 

Tobias Nelson 

Mr. and Mrs. Tobias Nelson were married on 
April 28, 1880, and came direct to Dakota territory . 
They homesteaded three miles west of what is now 
Kindred but they got their mail at General Sibley by 
the Sheyenne River. For three years they lived in a 
16 x 16 sod shanty. They were very hospitable to 
strangers. An aged couple and their son needed a 
place to stay, so they made another bed for the old 
folks and put the young man on ,the floor, managing 
all that summer and winter. Since there was no doc
tor, the neighbors cared for each other in times of 
sickness. 

During winter Tobias worked on furniture. He 
seint to Lacrosse for black walnut and birdseye ma
ple and fashioned dressers, tables, chests, and many 
other lovely things for the house. He also made :l 

Hardanger violin with eight strings; also made cof
fins for early settlers. 

Dahlen Family 

Peder 0. and Martha Dahlen and their sons, Ole, 
Carl, and Anton, emigrated from Hadeland, Norway 
in 1872 and settled at Spring Grove, Minnesota. 
Their oldest son, Peder P., had come to America 
two years before at the age of 16. In 1879 Peder 
and Ole came to Dakota territory. They were both 
carpenters. In 1880 the rest of the family came, 
living first at Norman village and later moving to 
what is at present the Dahlen Bros. farm northeast 
of Kindred. Anton bought this farm, Peder and Ole 
bought farms a mile wes.t, and Carl started mer
chandising in Kindred in Partnership with Anthon 
Elstad. 

Peder 0. Dahlen was a carpenter and a watch 
maker. He had an interesting hobby of making 
wooden wheel clocks. One of these clocks has been 
lent to the Rustad museum. A Mr. Skonnord who 
visited ,tJhe museum and wrote an article about the 
exhibits said, "This clock is perhaps the most re
markable ariticle in the whole collection. It is said 
that nothing like it is to be found anywhere else, 
even in the Smithsonian Institute at Washington, 
D. C."

KnutTrom 

Knut Tram came here in 1880 when he rented 
the farm of Ole Hertsgaard. The agreement they 
entered into called for a five year contract, no cattle 
to be sold until the end of ,that time. Since the cattle 
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increased mpidly, it was hard to fulfill the agreement 
even with the •help of his brothers Ole, Ingvald, Knut 
and Olaf, and his sisters Sigri and Margit. 

Elling Severson 

Elling Severson married Miss Jennie Lee in For
go in February, 1880. Soon afterwards they settled 
on the form now owned by their son Martinus. Mr. 
Severson was a highly respected citizen and was 
elected to serve three sessions of the legislature as 
representative from the 10th district. He helped or
ganize the Farmers Elevator Co., of Kindred and was 
its president for many years. 

Andrew Graff 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Graff were married in 
Norway in March, 1879. The following year, they 
emigrated from Norway directly to Kindred and 
lived in a log house built by a Mr. Fredrickson, who 
had homesteaded ,the place that ,they later purchased 
and made their home. Mr. Graff can be remembered 
as- being the custodian of the Gal church for many 
years. He had a keen sense of humor and was an 
interesting story teller. 

Lars Jensen 

- Lars Jensen and family came here in 1880 to the
Boie Benson farm from Brownsville, Minnesota, 
where Mr. Jensen had operated a lumber yard . 
After settling on his farm, north of Kindred, he man
aged one of the lumber yards in Kindred while living 
on the farm. We are told that Mr. Jensen kept an 
accurate account of all his income and expenses 
through the years that he lived and could tell what 
it cost to raise a family: He was very active in school 
and township affairs and was the chairman of Nor
IT1anna Township for a record number of years. He 
can be remembered at election time, at which he was 
generally the chairman, his opening and closing of 
the polls, when he would go to the door and shout, 
"The polls are now open," or "closed" as the laws 
directed . 

Other Pioneers of 1880 

Iver Wieh 

John Canestorp 

, Tollef Breiland 

Haavel Bekken 

Knut Simli 

Ole Sathre 
Johannes Jensven 

Nils T. Jensven 

Erick Erickson 

Anders Holte 
Guttonn Lee 
J�rgen Lee 
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bertson was a member of the first and second build
ing committee for the Norman Church and took an 
active p�rt in local, county and state affairs. He was 
elected to the legislature in 1894 and was county 
treasurer for several years. The farm today is op
erated by his son, Walter. 

John Husebye 

Mr. and Mrs. John Husebye came here from De
�orah, Iowa, in 1879, and pmchased the land that 
is now owned by Gilbert Overboe. Having farmed 
for many years in Iowa, Mr. Husebye was one of 
t�ose who came by rail to Moorhead bringing with 
him, a c�rlo�d of horses and machinery while his
family still lived on the farm in Iowa. Their first 
home was built with lumber purchased in Fargo and 
was th� largest horn� in the community. They were 
aggressive folk and it was here that the first school 
with Mr. Sandbeck as teacher, was held in their 
granary. Th�y took an active part in developing this 
area ,and their sons and daughters continue the good 
work begun by the parents. 

Ole Swenson 

Ole Swensons arrived June 1, 1879 from Spring 
Gr�:>Ve, Minnesota. They came by cdvered wagon 
which took several weeks since their first child 
Henry, was born in a covered wagon somewher� 
between Sauk Center and Alexandria. They took 
up homesteading north of Kindred. 

Amund Johnson 

Amund Johnson came. to the Dakota territory in
1879 and settled west of Kindred. He married Chris
tine Olson. 

Mikkel Tvedt 

Mikkel _Tve?t was born in Norway, March 18,
184 7, and immigrated to Spring Grove, Minnesota, 
as a young man. Mr. Tvedt was united in marriage 
at Spring Grove in 1874. In 1879 they came to Da
kota �nd homestead�d in_ Barrie Township, Rich
land County, about five miles southwest of Kindred. 

Other Pioneers of 1879 

Nils Sanvick 

Johan Smestad 

Emil Smestad 

Theodore Jonsrud 

Isak Engh 

1880 

Nils A. Lindahl 

Nils Liudahl was born in Norway in 1847. He 
ca�e to America in 1863 settling near Spring Grove, 
Minnesota. In 1880 he left Spring Grove and three 
weeks later he settled on the farm now owned by his 
son, Oscar. He served as treasllrer of school district 
l 12 for 43 years.

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

Helmer Fredrickson 

Helmer Fredrickson was born in Norway in 
1846. He immigrated to America and settled at 
Lansing, Iowa, where he worked on a farm. He came 
to Fargo in 1879 and in 1880 he bought a farm 
northwest of Kindred. 

Tore Lee 

Tore Lee (also known as Thomas T. Lee) was 
born in Ferryville, Wisconsin, November 9, 1854. 
He was married in 1879 to Margaret Olson, coming 
to the Dakota territory shortly afterwards. He set
tled on a farm southwest of the village. Mr. Lee 
passed away at the age of 79. 

Julius Gilbertson 

Julius Gilbertson left his native country in 1872 
and came to Spring Grove, Minnesota, where he 
settled. In 1880 he came ,to Dakota territory where 
he worked for several years. He bought a house in 
Kindred and made it his home with his mother. He 
never married. 

Bernt N. Sandbeck 

Bernt N. Sandback came to Kindred in the early 
80's. He was the first teacher in the Kindred school. 
Records show that he taught a three months term in 
the winter of 1881-1882. He married Karen Olerud 
and settled on a farm northwest of Kindred where 
two of his sons now reside. He served as township 
assessor for at least 35 years. 

Halvor Ulsaker 

Halvor Ulsaker was born in Norway, December 
24, 1841. He and his wife, Kari and their three boys 
immigrated to America and came directly to Fargo, 
May 17, 1880. The 24th of May he filed on a home
stead four miles south of Kindred where he lived un
til he passed away February 12, 1925. Mr. Ulsaker 
served as a school director in his district for many 
years. 

Even Egge 

Even Egge was born in Norway, November 8, 
1849 .. He immigrated to America in 1868, locating
at Spnng Grove, Minnesota. He then went to Iowa 
where he remained until 1880 when he came to 
Richland County and homesteaded on a farm south
east of Kindred. He was married to Carrie Egge. 
Even Egge died June 24, 1936. 

Christian Owen 

Ohristian Owen was born in Norway, October 8, 
1859. He immigrated to America and located on a 
farm east of Kindred in 1880, farming there until 
1927 when he moved into the village of Kindred. 
During the 80's Mr. Owen carried mail from Fargo 
through Norman, Sibley, Owego and on to Fort 
Ransom, making the trip the greater part of the time 
on horseback. He was chairman of the Board of 
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Jlistory of Veterans 
We, the people of ,the Kindred Community are 

in this year of our Diamond Jubilee, bowing our 
!heads in grateful memory of the men who offered 
all for their country's welfare. 

With no remaining veterans of the Civil War in 
our midst we bear in kindest remembrance those 
who gave their lives that our nation might live. 
Hans Nygard, Ole Johnson, and Knud Otterson 
were, to the best of our knowledge, members of the 
Union Army of that conflict of the 1860's. 

With the veterans of the Spanish-American War 
we recollect the price paid for the upholding of that 
thoroughly American, the Monroe Doctrine. Two 
veterans of this war are buried in the Kindred cem
etery, namely, Ole Lvkken and Carl Rustad. Ac
cording to records the following are men who serVf'd 
from thi; community in the Spanish-American War: 
Dr. H. B. Huntley, (?hris Johnson, George Russell, 
Henry Hanson, Loms Anderson, Charles Axtell, 
Andrew Booth, Hazelton Smith, John Dennis and 
William Sterner. 

Perhaps freshest in our memory are the manv 
men who gave their lives when all humanity called 
on America in the World Wars and again in the 
Korean conflict. The following men gave their lives 
for their country in World War I: Oscar Arnold 
Dahlen, Clarence Evingson and Lauritz Vangerud. 
In World War II, Harold Knutson, David Hedland 
Glenn Erickson, and Gerald Hamry gave tihe su� 
preme sacrifice. 

It would not be the wish of the living, nor would 

it have been the wish of the departed heroes that we 
eulogize war and glorify combat. Perhaps it would 
be fitting if we, _who are celebrating this the Diamond 
Jubilee of Kindred, would place two wreaths on the 
graves of our fallen heroes. The first is a firm reso
lution under God to cooperate as citizens for the 
outlawing of lawlessness and thus raise the banner 
of liberty for which they died. The other wreath, 
that we pledge them to ceaselessly work and ardently 
Pray the Prince of Peace that some measure may 
soon be effected in the direction of guaranteeincr 
world peace that those "who died may not hav� 
died in vain." 

It was on November 14, 1919 that a written 
expression of a desire to have a local veterans or
ganization was sent to the State Department of the 
North Dakota American Legion for a charter for a 
Kindred post. Twenty-six members comprised the 
charter membership and there has been a good and 
consistent membersh1p in Kindred American Legion 
Post No. 117 throughout the past years. 

In 1928 the policy of going into the Minnesota 
woods ,to secure Ohristmas trees for the Kindred 
street and neighboring chur,ches was started and that 
custom is still in existence. The local American 
L�gion Post also yearly maintains its annual pil
gnrnage to the graves of fallen heroes in the various 
cemeteries in the Kindred, Hor.ace, and Davenport 
communities. Veterans of World War I and veterans 
of World War II have pa11ticipated as firing squads 
at every Memorial Day observance as well as Mem
orial exercises for veterans and at funerals sincf 
1921. 

KINDRED AMERlCAN LEGION'S FIRST FIRING SQUAD 
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Kindred Sports • • 

Tiiis is a picture of the first known baseoall team 
in Kindred, and the facial adornment on some of the 
team readily reminds one t:hat the picture was taken 
in the early days - in faot about 1885. This team 
was a forerunner of many fine ball teams that car
ried the banner of Kindred in many hotly contested 
games. The only names available on this team are 
Standing, lef,t to right - C. J. Lund, in middle of 
row; Hanson,. sixth from left; Anfin Qualley end R. 
Evingson. SiHing, Charles Evingson (with catcher's 
mask). 

Records of the teams are not available until 
later years, but Kindred's team was always feared 
and they won their share of games. After the tur� 
of t!he century some fine teams were turned out and 
some of the outstanding players of the early 1900's 
were: - Max Strehlow, Frank Smith, Charley ,Rich-

KINDRED'S MODERN 
THEATRE 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

Vesterday and ?:oday 

KINDRED'S FIRST 
BASEBALL TEAM 

Standing, left to right: 
C. J. Lund, Mr. Hatfield,
Mr. Christianson, John
Hanson, name not avail
able, Anfin Qualley, R.
Evingson. Sitting, left to
right, Peter Dennis, Dr.
Triplet, and Charles Evingc
son.

ards, 0. <Jrangaard, J. P. Hertsgaard, Iver Herts
gaard, J. K. Hertsgaard, Amund Hertsgaard, P. L 
Lund, Dem VanArnam, Lew VanArnam, Dr. A. J. 
Juul, Arnold Borderud, Arthur Borderud, Gerhard 
Elstad, Bill Morrow, Glenn Bills, Henry Rustad, 
Hjalmer Rustad, Ted Glasrud, Irvin Lund, Conrad 
Lund, Oscar Johnson, Carl J. Johnson. No pic
tures of any of the teams of these years are avail
able. 

During the later years Kindred has always been 
reprnsented by baseball teams - Independent and 
High . School, and the past several years by some 
very fine Junior Legion Ball Teams. Kindred's In
dependents have gone to the State Tournament on 
several occasions, and our Junior Legion Team took 
the Class "B" State Championship in 1953. 

• 

,,. 
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Knut Michal Vangsness 

Knut Vangsness was born in Norway, January 
27, 1851. He immigrated to America in 1856, com
ing to Lodi, Wisconsin. He was married to Anna 
Larsen. In 1878 the family came to the Dakota ter
ritory by ox team and a prairie schooner. He took 
up a timber claim which he later sold to Andrew 
Ronice and is now owned by Lunders. 

Andrew Grangaard 

Andrew Grangaard came to this territory in the 
year 1878. He drove from Waukon, Iowa, with a 
team of horses .and a lumber wagon. Ole Borderud 
accompanied him on the journey. Since he had at
tended Luther College for several years, he spent 
his first years here as a country school teacher and 
the summer months as a Norwegian parochial school 
teacher. He homesteaded on a farm one and one 
half miles east of the Sheyenne River which at the 
present time is occupied by a grandson, Martell 
Grangaard. To this day his land purchases amount 
to 595 acres. In 1881, he married Jorand Hoffen. 

John Myhre 

John and Jorgena Myhre, ·together with four 
small children, Peter, Christian, Albert and Tilla 
arrived in 1878 from Spring Grove by way of cov� 
ered wagon. They brought a few cattle along which 
had to be herded so the trip was long and weary 
since John had to walk. 

Other Pioneers of 1878 

Saave Swenson 

Christian Smestad 

Even Stensrud 

1879 

Andrew Ellestad 

Andrew Ellestad was born in Norway. He came 
to Dakota territory and settled on a farm south of 
Kindred in 1879. He married Ingeborg Nipstad. 

Dedrick 0. White 

Dedrick 0. White with his family came to this 
vicinity in 1879 and settled on a farm south of 
Kindred. Those of the children known were: Mrs. 
Ole Graff, and Louis and Gilbert White. 

Martin Myhra 

Martin Myhra was born in Norway and· came 
together with his family to Spring Grove, Minne
sota. In 1879 he moved to Norman and settled on 
the farm now known as the Fjelstad farm. He later 
moved to Davenport where he had a hardware store 
for some years. Still later he moved out west where 
;u passed away. 

Knot Tvedt 

'Knot Tvedt was born in Norway in 1854. He im� 
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migrated to America in 1860 and settled near Nor
man in 1879. He homesteaded south of Kindred in 
1880. 

Asle Mickelson 

Asle Mickelson was born in Norway in 1847. 
He immigrated to America in 1868 settling at Fer
ryville, Wisconsin. In 1879 he moved to a farm four 
miles east of Kindred. 

Hans Vangsness 

Hans Vangsness was born in Dane, Wisconsin, 
in 1857. In 1879 'he settled on a farm west of 
Kindred. 

Amund Nelson 

Amund Nelson was born in Norway in 1846. 
He immigrated to America in 1868 coming to 
Zumbrota, Minnesota. He moved to the Kindred 
vicinity in 1879 and settled on a farm northwest of 
Kindred. 

Tobias Simmons 

Tobias Simmons was born in Fraaberg, Gul
brandsdalen, Norway, March 1849. In 1869 he 
came to Red Wing, Minnesota, and on August 9, 
1873, he was married to Antonette Johnson. They 
filed on a homestead near Kindred in 1879. Mr. 
Simmons passed away on November 5, 1937. 

Lars Grinaker 

Lars Grinaker emigrated from Hadeland, Nor
way, coming to Kindred in the fall of 1879. The 
next year he bought a homestead right and this be
came his home for twenty years. He married Mar
tha Wien. They lived to celebrate their 51st wedding 
anniversary in Kindred, April, 1923. 

Rev. Ole K. Vangsness 

Rev. Ole K. Vangsiless was born October 30, 
1827, and was married in 1851. He emigrated from 
Norway in 1856, settling in Dane County, Wisconsin. 
Dane County was his home until 1879 when he 
moved to Dakota territory where he lived till 1892. 
He then moved to Kokato, Minnesota, where he was 
pastor for six years. At the end of these six years 
he moved to Centerville. Then in 1901 he came 
back to Kindred. His wife died May 3, 1903. He 
made his home with Mrs. John Watkins, at what is 
now the George Vangsness farm, until his death 
January 13, 1907. 

Egbert Gilbertson 

Egbert Gilbertson emigrated from Norway in 
1869, coming to Houston County, Minnesota. He 
worked there for ten years, attending school when
ever he could. He also was able to earn enough to 
pay for passage for his mother, Kari, his brother, 
Julius, and his sister, Kjersti. In 1879, took a home
stead four miles northeast of Norman. In 1882, hhi 
mother, sister and brother came to live with him. 
In 1889, he married Miss Agnes Ha11s9n, Mr. Gil� 
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sible". He was a member of the early settlers band 
and could always be counted on to furnish transpor
tation and conveyances whenever the band was in a 
parade or played at nearby points. He and his fam
ily were always willing to help. 

1877 

E. B. Qualley 

Erick B. Qualley came to the Dakota territory 
in 1877 from Houston County, Minnesota. He 
homesteaded the land one and one half miles north 
of Kindred. In 1893 he moved to Davenport where 
he ran a hardware store. He later moved to Daco
tah, Manitoba, where he passed away on January 
22, 1933. 

Even Knutson 

Even Knutson was born May 18, 1838, in Nan
stad, Norway, where he spent his boyhood days. At 
the age of 22 he immigrated to America coming 
to Rushford, Minnesota. He married Turi Olson 
February 15, 1862, them coming to Kindred in 
1877. They celebrated their golden wedding anni
versary. Mrs. Knutson lived a few years longer 
and passed away in 1919. Mr. Knutson died in 
1923. They lived on a farm southeast of Kindred. 

Knut Thompson 

Knut Thompson first came to relatives at Battle 
Lake, Minnesota. In 1877, he walked from there to 
the Boie Benson form, now owned by Mr. I. Hem
sing, as they were friends in Norway. He home
steaded the farm now owned by Edwin Overboe. 
When he left Battle Lake, he had his pockets filled 
with sandwiches and $60.00 in cash. He married 
four years later Caroline Loney. She had previously 
come from Fargo to cook in a hotel but Rev. Bale 
discovered that she had schooling that made her able 
to teach parochial school, whioh she did for several 
summers. Mr. Thompson worked for his neighbor, 
Mr. Huseby and helped tie bundles after one of the 
early reapers used at that time. 

Lars Helling 

Lars Helling came to America in l873. He came 
first to Iowa, later to Houston County, Minnesota, 
leaving there in 1877 to come to this area where he 
took up a homestead. He married Miss Turi Gmn
gaard in 1873. He was undoubtedly the first settler 
who raised bees and the Norwegian magazine, "Eids
vold" tells of his having 37 colonies at one time. 

1878 

Andrew Vigen 

Andrew Vigen was born in Norway in 1844. H� 
immigrated to America in 1866 settling at Spring 
Grove, Minnesota. In 1878 he came to Kindred and 
homesteaded west of there. One time as he was 
walking home with the mail from Norman he be
came lost in a snowstorm. He decided to keep 
walking with the wind and soon found that he was 
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in the timber along the river south of Kindred. There 
he kept walking back and forth between two trees 
all night long to keep warm. In the mornini:r the 
storm abated and he found his way home. 

0 

Ole Thorson 

Ole Thorson was born in Norway in 1860. He 
immigrated to America and in 1878 settled south 
of Kindred. 

Gustav I. Nettum 

Gustav Nettum was born in Norway in 1854. 
He immigrated to America in 1869 settling at Red 
Wing, Minnesota. He later moved to Stillwater, 
Minnesota, where he was assistant engineer at the 
Minnesota State Prison. In 1878 he and Knut Hoff 
walked from Glyndon, Minnesota, to the Kindred 
vicinity where he homesteaded the farm now owned 
by his son, Hjalmer. Glyndon was at that time the 
nearest railway point. 

Knut Hoff 

Knut Hoff was born in Norway (the date un
known). He came with Gustav Nettum in 1878 and 
homesteaded west of Kindred. 

Boie Benson 

The BQie Bensons came here in 1878 from Wis
consin bringing with them their two children, a son 
Boie, and a daughter named Dina. They home
steaded the farm now owned by I. Hemsing. 

HANS NYGARD 

Hans Nygard homesteaded the present Ed Ny
gard farm in 1878. His family came the following 
year. 

Edward J. Johnson 

Edward Johnson came to the Dakota territory 
in the fall of 1878 with his parents. They made 
their home near Kindred on the Sheyenne River. 
The following year they moved to Davenport where 
he resided until his death in 1937. 

Nils Tollefson Myhren 

Nils Myhren was born in Hemsedahl Norway, 
June 30, 1853. He immigrated to America with his 
brothers, Hans and S. Ulsaker, coming to Kindred 
in the late 70's. He married Mrs. Helene Evanson. 
On February 9, 1931, he died. 

Palmer P. Enger 

Palmer Enger was born in Sigdahl, Norway, on 
March 7, 1855. He immigrated to America by sail
boat in 1861, making the sea journey in nine weeks. 
He settled in Houston County, Minnesota, but in 
1878 came to Cass Coufl:tY walking from Spring 
Grove as a cattle herder with a covered wagon car
avan. He homesteaded the land which became his 
home until his death. He married Mare Johnson of 
Decorah, Iowa. 
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STATE CLASS "B" JUNIOR LEGION BASEBALL CHAMPIONS 

Here is the Junior Legion Class "B" Champion
ship Team of 1953:- Front Row, left to right: Carl 
Petry, Charles Erstad, Allan Nellermoe, David Lah
ren, Howard Nellermoe, Johnny Nellermoe (Mascot) 

Second Row:- Bill Frost, Donald Severson, 
James Ulness, Buddy Thompson, Roy Nellermoe. 

Third Row: - Coach Paul Simonson, Davi:l 
Bettschen, James Bjelde, Harold Larson, Arnold 
Jordheim, Elvin Twedt, Manager. 

Thus down through the years we find Kindred 
and vicinity carrying on athletic activities. The 

school takes a large part in athletics, supporting foot
ball and basketball as well as track ,and field events. 

Independent Baseball and Basketball teams are 
still in the running and each season the Independents 
as weU as the High School Teams are always well 
up in the win column. 

The teams ,are backed very well, especially the 
high school. The fathers and mothers, and older 
brothers and sisters of the student members of the 
athletic teams feel that building the body is quite as 
important as building the brain, and give the school 
teams the best of support. 
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!(eport of Kindreds Propress 
Kindred became an incorporated village in 1920. 

While Kindred was a village, a light and power com
pany was organized and a building erected where 
the KND maintainer building now stands. The light 
and power company was sold in 1929 to the Ot-ter 
Tail Power Company and the li�ht building became 
a creamery until it burned down a few years later. 

During the period of the W.P.A. the town hall 
was moved to its present location and was remodeled 
to provide a modern city hall for the many civic 
groups and organizations, and jointly owned by the 
city and Normanna Township. 

A fire truck was purchased in 19 3 5 by foe village 
and by contributions from several civic minded citi
zens of the area, and new equ1pment has been added 
from time to time until today Kindred has an excel
lent fire department. 

In 1938 a water and sewer project was under
taken but due to the difficulty in obtaining water the 
project was discontinued for the time being. 

The KND ol'ganization was started in 1944. 
This organization was made up of Kindred, Nor
manna and Davenport Townships for the purpose of 

FOR BETTE.R ROADS 

AS THE WATER WAS 

TURNED ON IN KIN
DRED. 

City Council members and 
foreman of the construction 
crew watch as the first wa
ter was turned through the 
mains of the City Water 
Works, thus marking an
other cog in the wheels of 
Kindred's progress. 

, .. 
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Thore Erickson 

Thore Erickson and family came here in 1875 
and bought the land that is now owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Erickson. He was perhaps the only 
early settler who had first settled on land quite a 
distance north since they had homesteaded near 
Caledonia, which lies east of Hillsboro. They lived 
there four years before coming here. It is said that 
their first home in Traill County was a sod house 
built four feet into the ground and four feet above. 
Sixteen years after moving 1here, he purchased the 
farrri now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Chris Erickson. 

Ole Iverson 

Ole Iverson Kinneberg came to this country to 
Houston, Minnesota. In May, 1875, he married 
Kari Grangaard, a sister of the Ole Grants and Tol
lef. They started on their honeymoon in a covered 
wagon. They bought four horses, four cows, about 
a dozen chickens and three little pigs plus a plow 
and some household equipment. Mr. Iverson had 
been here before and had found a Dane who had 
homesteaded on. the Sheyenne River but was home
sick so he wanted to sell and return to Denmark. 
This is the land that Ole and Oscar Iverson now live 
on. 

Iver Hasledahlen 

Iver Hasledahlen was the first blacksmith in the 
community as he had a ,shop in Norman. We are 
unable to tell when he came but we know that he 
also moved to Kindred and was the first smithy 
there. Later, he settled on the farm east of Norman. 

C. T. Hallum
Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Hallum came first to Iowa, 

then Houston County, Minnesota, where he farmed 
for many years before coming here in 1875. He set
tled on a farm not far from the Wild Rice river but 
sold it in 1882. His son, Tobias, and he then op
ened a store at Norman where there was another 
store, a blacksm1th shop and aflour mill for a time. 

Sven Ulsaker 

Sven E. Ulsaker came to the United States in 
1874 and worked for a time near Kenyon, Minne
sota. In 1875, he was a member of a large caravan 
who came from Southern Minnesota and he took a 
homestead on the Sheyenne where Mrs. Oscar Ul
s,aker now has her home. He married Miss Ingeborg 
Bruhjord in 1886 and to this union two sons and four 
daughters were born. Mr. Ulsaker took an active 
part in church, school, township and state affairs, 
being elected to the legislature for a term in 1890. 
He took a keen interest in preserving a history of the 
pioneer days and we are deeply indebted to him for 
much of the information that is now available that 
concerns the first ten years of this area. 

1876 

John Kjos 

JohnKjos emigrated from Hadeland, Norway in 
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1859 to Spring Grove, Minnesota. In 1876 he came 
to the Dakota territory and homesteaded on their 
land near Norman. They celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary in September, 1923. 

Halvor Nelson 

Halvor Nelson was born in 1850 in Grue, Solor, 
Norway. He immigrated to America in 1870 and 
lived at Austin, Minnesota, and then at Mona, Iowa, 
for five years. In 1876, he came to Norman and 
homesteaded. He worked on the steamboat "Da
kota," from Fargo-Moorhead to Winnipeg. In 1885 
he was married to Gunda Hansen Morstadbraaten. 
Mr. Nelson passed away at the age of about 92 years. 
The homestead farm is now owned by Wilhelm 
Nelson. 

Iver Dokken · 

Iver Dokken was born in Norway in 1851. He 
immigrated to America in 1873, locating in Cale
donia, Minnesota, where he was united in marriage 
to Ingrid Brenna. They remained there until 1876 
when they moved west, homesteading on the farm 
southeast of Kindred. 

Anton Trybus 

Anton Tryhus came to Kindred in 1876. He 
homesteaded on the corner east of the present Ker
mit Hertsgaard place. 

Gustav Glassrud 

Gustav Glassrud came from Spring Grove, Min-. 
nesota, in 1876, and homesteaded on the farm now 
occupied by Henry Swensons. 

Mrs. Gunhild Grant 

Mrs. Gunhild Grant with her family c01nsisting of 
three boys, Tollef, "Big" Ole, and "Little" Ole, and 
three girls, Kari, Ingeri, and Ingebor, arrived in 
Spring Grove, Minnesota, from Norway in 1870. 
They remained on a farm there until 1876 when 
they came to the present Kindred vicinity. A home
stead was filed on in the Barrie township in Rich
land County along the Sheyenne River about four 
miles southwest of Kindred. She died on December 
19, 192.8. 

Nels Myhre 

Nels G. Myhre came here from Spring Grove, 
in 1876 and settled on a farm five miles northeast 
of Kindred. In 1882, he married Miss Christine 
Anderson. In 1889, he sold the farm to John Rustad 
who later moved the house into Kindred where it 
was the Rustad home. Later this same house was 
moved across the street and made into a Hotel, Mr. 
Dahlquist being the manager. After selling the farm, 
Mr. Myhre and Mr. Anfin Qualley operated a hard
ware store. He also bought three quarters of land 
around Kindred from Mr. Kindred. Old timers re
member Mr. Myhre as a man who had the ability 
to do the unusual. He moved houses - he had the 
largest threshing machines - he did the "impos-
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through the years accumulated a lot of property. He 
was a staunch supporter of the church and was lib
eral with his means to Concordia College in their 
early struggles. 

Engebret Skagen 

Engebreit Skagen was born in Norway in 1842 
and immigrated to America in 1872. Later he home
steaded on land four miles southeast of Kindred. He 
was united in marriage to Ingeri Pytten. The early 
pioneers had tlheir hardships and trials but in spite of 
that they possessed a sense of humor. Engebret 
Skagen was noted for having a natural ability to 
make people see and enjoy the funny side of life. He 
was helpful and kindhearted and made friends with 
all. 

Ole Graff 

Ole Graff was born in Norway, June 9, 1848. 
He immigrated to America in 1864, coming to 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota. A few years later he 
moved ,to North Dakota and bought the farm on 
which he lived until his death. In 1865 he married 
Ragnild White. He was one of the real early pio
neers. He knew and lived through all the privations 
of the pioneers. 

Nils H. Myhre 

Nils H. Myihre immigrated to America in 1871. 
Later, he came ,to this territory and located on a 
farm east of Kindred where he lived until his death 
in 1943. His sons now own and operate the farm. 

1874 

Kari (Qualley) Stenhjem 

Mrs. Kari (Qualley) Stenhjem came with her two 
boys, John and Laurits, to the community of Kin
dred in 187 4 and filed on a homestead northeast of 
Kindred. She drove a team of horses hitched to a 
covered wagon all the way from Spring Grove, Min
nesota, while her son, John, then ,thirteen years of 
age, had to walk behind, herding the cows along, 
whioh ,they brought with them. John later bought 
the farm. 

Amund Bakke 

Amund T. Bakke and his wife Margit (Ulsaker) 
emigrated from Norway in 1873 and located with 
their family in Goodhue County, Minnesota. The 
family then consisted of two boys, Thore and Knut, 
and three girls, Guri, Margit and Bergit. The baby, 
a little boy, died at sea and was buried at Brooklyn, 
New York. About one month after they arrived in 
Goodhue County, Mrs. Bakke died of typhoid fever. 
Amund Bakke and those who were left of the family 
came to the present Kindred vicinity in 187 4 and 
homesteaded on land in Richland County about four 
miles southwest of Kindred. 

Halvor Jackson 

Halvor Jackson deserves a place in this history. 
We are unable to find any wcord as to the time that 
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he came here but we know that he was the owner of 
the flour mill that was built on the Sheyenne River 
near Norman. Another man by the name of Renord 
too was connected witlh the establishment. 

1875 

Mrs. Tideman Haugstad 

Mvs. Tideman Haugstad was born in Norway in 
1822. She immigrated to America in 1869, settling 
at Hesper, Iowa. The same year, Mr. Haugstad 
died and in 1875, she and her children moved to 
Kindred where her oldest son homesteaded south of 
Kindred. She lived there until her death in 1915. 

Ole Perhus 

Ole Perhus was born in Norway. He immigrated 
to America and the Kindred vicinity in 1875. He 
settled on it!he farm now owned by his son, William. 

Haaken Haakenson 

Mr. and Mrs. Haaken Haakenson emigrated 
from Norway to America in 1869 to Mitchell Coun
ty, Iowa, where they lived six years. In 1875 they 
came to Dakota territory spending seven weeks on 
the trip. In July he first pre-empted, then home
steaded. They lived in a little log house and faced 
the first winter with a oapital of only five dollars. 
Mrs. Henry Husebye and Mrs. Martin Stenberg were 
two of ,the children who lived in the Kindred vicinity. 

Knut Ulsaker 

Knut Ulsaker, (nicknamed Kraemarn) came here 
from Kenyon, Minnesota, in 1875. He homesteaded 
on the farm now owned by the Tidemansons. Mr. 
Ulsaker was a man who was extremely strong and 
easy to get along with. It is told that an Irishman 
came to town who too was strong and put many of 
the Norwegians to shame but someone got in touch 
with Knut who soon exhibited such strength that the 
Norwegians could again hold their heads high with 
pride. 

Ole 0. Qualley 

Ole Qualley came by oxen team from Decorah, 
Iowa, to the Hans Bjerke place in 1875. In 1878 he 
homesteaded west of Kindred. Two children died in 
the diphtheria epidemic in 1881. 

His brother, Andrew N. Qualley served in Co. F. 
2nd Regiment of Minnesota during the Civil War. 

Ole Engen 

Mr. and Mrs. Ole Engen came here in 1875. 
Their first home was one built by digging into the 
side of the slough-bank near the place where Mr. 
Ole Bratland now resides. They farmed this land 
until in 1893, they purchased the land now owned 
by the Heocy Engen family. The Engens were noted 
for their hospitality and usually entertained a lot of 
visitors. They were very active church workers and 
the Tribune states that when they celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary in October of 1923, 
one thousand people attended. 
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purchasing a road maintainer. After a few meetings 
it was decided to purchase an Adams Maintainer 
which was bought Ojn December 11, 1944. This 
machine has been used since for the maintaining of 
roads in the two townships and in the city of Kin
dred. This maintainer has played an important part 
in the keeping of roads open in the winter by snow 
removal. 

In 194 7 anoth�r attempt was made to get water 
for Kindred. The State Water Department, The 
National Geological Survey and Kindred made a 
very extensive survey of water possibHities and after 
several tests found a suffkient supply. 

In 1949 the Kindred School Gymnasium was 
built largely by contributions from interested patrons 
and friends in the surrounding area and from Kin
dred. This auditorium has became the gathering 
place for the many activities which take place in the 
community. 

Kindred adopted a City Council form of gov
ernment in 1949 and in the same year plans and 
specifications were made for a water and sewer sys
tem. The contract for the sewer and water system 
was let and completed. The water system was com
pleted in 1950 and the sewer system was finished 
in 1951. With its modern sewer system and ade
quate water supply Kindred has become one of the 
most modern cities in North Dakota. 

The Park Board was established in 1949. This 
Board was made up of representatives of the var
ious organizations of the city. The Park Board has 
had charge of the building and planning of the City 
Park and with the $10,500 received from the Cass 
County Memorial Fund will erect a thirty by sixty 
foot ·building which will be called a recreation build
ing. This structure will be started this summer as 
soon as the Diamond Jubilee festivities are over. 
Many individuals have donated trees and shrubs 
which have been planted in the park and several 
organizations have added to the beauty of the park 
by sidewalks, flag poles and flowers. 

The most recent project of the city is the present 
street improvement program. This project has been 
in the minds of the citizens of Kindred for many 
years and by the time of the Jubilee we hope it will 
be a reality. The streets are to be paved with soil 
cement which will give Kindred some of the finest 
streets available. 

During the activity-filled seventy-five years Kin
dred has grown from an unincorporated community 
to a modern progressive city of nearly seven hundred 
people. 
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Kindred is a growing community. During the 
past eight years sixty homes and business places 
have been built or remodeled. Kindred has fifty-five 
business and professional establishments and one 
hundred seventy-six homes. It is located in the 
heart of the Red Rivel' Valley and is surrounded by 
some of the finest farms in the North-West. It is the 
Home of the Cass County RE.A. and division head
quarters for the Otter Taail Power Company. Kin
dred has many places of interest such as the Rustad 
Museum which has a large and interesting collection 
of items of historical value. The sugar beet loading 
machine placed here indicates the importance of this 
community in the raising of sugar beets. Kindred 
has dial telepihone servke and is on the branch line 
of the Great Northern Railroad. The Kindred City 
Air Port which will be dedioated on July 4 as Hamry 
Air Field is another example of the progressive 
spirit of the community. A White Way lights the 
main street of Kindred with the most modern type 
of street lighting avaifable. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Evan
gelical United Brethnm Church are located here 
and the city is surrounded by four beautiful churches 
located short distances from the town. Church 
life has played an importarnt part in the develop
ment of the community. 

The Kindred Junior Legion baseball team has 
gained recognition for the community by taking the 
state championship in baseball. The city baseball 
field shows the interest of the people of Kindred in 
the country's number one sport. The Kindred thea
ter, one of the most modern in the North-West, is 
another recreational center of which the community 
is proud. Several organizations are found in the 
community such as the American Legion, Legion 
Auxiliary, Homemakers Clubs, Wildlife Federa
tion, Lions Club, Study Clubs and the Civic and 
Commerce Association. 

Kindred has a Fully Accredited public school 
with an enrollment of two hundred students and ten 
faculty members. Two large potato warehouses are 
located in the city and the Apiary found in Kindred 
has become one of the large producers of honey in 
the area. We also have a fine nursery. 

Kindred's growth and progress during its sev
enty-five years as a village and city displays the 
faith of its citizens and civic leaders in the com
munity and country. This faith has brought to the 
city many fine business establishments which make 
it possible to secure almost anything usually fo1md 
in a larger shopping center. 
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Our Kindred ln Vears (Jone Ru 
A RHYTHMIGAL VILLAGE 

Well doesn't it skin father time, 
What funny things will oft times rhyme. 
Our Kindred Bank with record rare 
Is well entitled to its share, 
With genial John to boss the works 
Whilst Anton duty never shirks. 
Our dental parlors are the best, 
Give Doc a call - he'll do the rest. 
Max rolls the pills and smiling bland 
Will always give a welcome hand; 
Whene'er you ring, he's on the spot, 
He also breeds pure Wyandotte. 
And Ole Qualley, he's no boaster, 
Although he runs the peanut roaster, 
And dishes out nuts, fruit and candy, 
At which he's always mighty handy. 
While Larsen and Lund are here, you bet, 
With clothes for either dry or wet, 
And groceries with boots and shoes 
And smiles to drive away the blues. 
Our friend, Rudolph, is not asleep, 
And close to business he will keep; 
His goods are always of the best 
That are carried anywhere out West; 
And Uncle Sam didn't surely fail 
When he said: "'My boy, attend the mail". 
Christ Myhra farms and runs the store, 
And sells machinery as of yore; 
He handles paints, hardware and oil, 
And makes his business more than boil. 
Hotel Kindred, Mr. Larson, Prop., 
Who at hard labor ne'er'll stop; 
His house is full from day to day, 
And tip top room and board all say. 
Across the street is steady Ted, 
Who'll shave your face and clip your head 
And always treat you strictly square 
And latest trimming give your hair. 
Ed Bjerke occupies the store 
That Anderson has run before; 
Of candies, canned goods, sodas, pop, 
He'll dish them out till you say stop. 
Pete Anderso:i will soon prepare 
To handle busme�s �-tra.ght and fair. 
His hardware sbck will be complete, 
And everything be new and neat. 
Across the street the Elstad Block 
Have bargains there to stop a clock. 
Of dress goods, groceries, boots and shoes, 
Of any brand that you may choose. 
To get the choicest meat and fish 
To make an appetizing dish, 
Just drop into our city shop 
And get your veal, pork, steak or chop. 
For lightning speed, just see Al J., 
Whose auto's running night and day 
Anri if the horses you desire, 
He's got the best at lowest hire. 
If phone or bike are on the bum, 
J·ust call up Ingval and he'll come 
And fix it so it'll work O.K. 
At prices you can easy pay. 
To have a rig there's nothing less 
Than buy the latest style harness; 
Tuneberg has got a stock 
That puts opponents on the block. 
To turn the soil for next year's crop, 
At Hanson's shop then surely stop. 
And. have him sharpen up your lay, 
Or make repairs 'twill surely pay. 
When you're slicked up and not too shaken, 

Just have your photo neatly taken; 
Ole Ringen's strictly on the job, 
And takes a single or a mob. 
When bedtime comes or you must eat, 
The Dakota house is sure a treat, 
To rest your bones and fill your maw 
In completest comfort ever saw 
Len Johnson, newly in the town, 
Can handle lumber with renown, 
And sell you shingles, sash or door 
At prices never seen before. 
Carl Johnson's yard is well supplied 
And patrons come from far and wide. 
To patronize our Judge of Peace, 
Who keeps his record slick as gr�ase, 
If you're selling rye or wheat, 
Ole Swenson's hard to beat. 
The Farmers Elevator's here 
To handle grain from far and near. 
And A. C. Mogan, with us still, 
Can handle grain all wants to fill. 
Sven Grothe's model blacksmith shop, 
The place where labors never stop; 
And bear in mind there's nothing slicker 
In the engine line, than Sven's McVickE'L 
Our Jewelry store and optic shop 
Is the place and only place to stop 
To buy your watches, rings or plate, 
And have glasses fitted while you wait. 
When you are sick, or friends or foes, 
A truth that anybody knows 
Is: see Doc Trowbridge without fail; 
He'll cure any human ail. 
For any stock that's fat and nice. 
Nels Hatton pays the highest price 
Another firm has started here, 
And he sells lumber, never fear, 
To Norsk and Dutch and Yankee too, 
John Rustad sells you lots, the best 
Of any town in East or West. 
John Rogne builds you barn or house, 
Wherein to dwell snug as a mouse. 
For latest style to decorate 
Pete Barstad has them up-to-date: 
Ben Dahlen sells them just and right 
For Mason work in house or walk, 
Either Dave or Pete can make you talk. 
The Sheyenne Mill, through Mr. Schei 
Is grinding flour night and day 
And turning out the finest brand . 
That's manufactured in the land. 
For best and cheapest perfect light, 
When you are bound to make a trip, 
To the Great Northern lightly trip 
Bohlig, Trueblood and Paulson you'll �ind there 
To check your trunk and treat you fair. 
Our friend Kilgren will sole your shoe 
And make the old as good as new. 
Our public school, the village pride, 
We can't most surely leave aside, 
Our corps of teachers is most replete 
And all departments clean and neat. 
For grinding feed see Johnny J. 
For he's in business now to stay. 
And grinds your grain at lowest p�ice, 
And treats his friends. or foes all mce. 
When you have tramped the village o'er, 
Just drop in thru the Tribune door 
We're pleased to great you one and all 
And fill your orders great or small. 

-By John VanArarn

• 
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Helge Olson 

Helge Olson and his wife came here in 1871. 
They settled on a farm one mile east of Kindred. !t
is told that a diphtheria epidemic that struck agam 
in the 1890's they lost their oldest son who was an 
unusually bright chap. The night after he had been 
buried, the parents could not slee� but walked the 
floor. At three o'clock in the mornmg, they heard a 
knock on the door and wondered who could be out 
at that time of the night. They opened· the door and 
Rev. Ackre stepped in. He said that he too could 
not sleep that night and had to go to them to see 
what he could do. We can be sure that a more wel
come guest never crossed a threshold. 

Soren Ottis 

Soren Ottis was born in.Schleif,wig, ·Denmark, in 
1841. He served in the Denmark-German war until 
1864. He emigrated to America and located in 
Racine, Wisconsin. He was there until 1869 when 
he moved to Rushford, Minnesota, where he met 
and married Miss Carrie Olson. He came to the 
Dakota territory in 1871 and for a time was em
ployed in the building of the N. P. Railroad from 
Moorihead to Jamestown. He then went back for his 
wife and child and first settled on the farm that is 
now owned by Ted Pel.'hus. Mrs. Ottis died in 1888, 
.leaving four sons, Louis, George, Bernard and John 
to mourn her loss. In 1892, Mr. Ottis married Mrs. 
Mavtha Hamry and they moved to the north side of 
the river where Mr. Ottis had his homestead and 
where Selmer Ottis now farms. Mr. Ottis was one 
of the first officers of the first church that was or
ganized and was always interested in school and 
township affairs. 

1872 

Reinhart Tuskind 

R:einhart Tuskind was born in Solor, Norway, 
February 22, 1858. He immigrnted to Amer�ca with 
his parents in 1871. They came to Dakota m 1872 
and settled on the farm north of Norman where he 
lived until his death. 

Knot Nipstad 

Knut Nip�tad was born in Gol, Hallingdal, Nor
way on September 15, 1�46: He was_ married �o
Magrete Kinneberg at Wllmmgton, Mmnesota, m 
1872, coming to Kindred the same year. They 
homesteaded, living there continuously until his son, 
Albert, began farming the same land. In 1900 they 
visited Norway, returning to live in Kindred for ten 
years. He then moved to Walcott where he died at 
the age of 87 years. 

Hans E. Bierke 

Hans and Martha Bjerke were united in marriage 
at Spring Gmve, Minnesota, in 1869. On July 1, 
1872, they and their daughter, Maria, came to the 
present Kindred vicinirty, settling on the Sheyenne 
River not far from the Norman church. On July 4 
they planted potatoes which they had brought with 
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them from Minnesota and were given a good crop 
which they shared with othe� early se�tlers the fol
lowing winter. There was a tnbe of Indians who had 
settled on the land the Bjerke's chose for a home
stead. The Indians were willing to leave if paid a 
sum of money and a heifer. Looking in the opposite 
direction, the chief held out his hand for the money 
and when paid turned around and gav� the �o�ey 
to another Indian to be counted. Bemg satisfied 
they left. The Bjerkes mo".ed into the Indi�n _hou�e
until the log cabin was bmlt. The log cabm is still 
on the Bjerke estate but was sided up lat�r. M_r.
Bjerke passed away in 1916 and Mrs. B1erke m 
1943 . 

Ole Herbranson 

Ole Herbranson came to Dakota territory in 
1872. With his wife and his sons, Ole, who was 11 
years old and Gilbert, who was younger, they came 
to Arne Perhus and later the same bargained with 
an Indian, trading a cow for his rights to the claim 
on the present Herbranson far� by the Sheyen�e 

.River, northeast of Kindred. It is said he had a pair 
of mules that were stolen and ,never found. Ole, his 
son was known in this community_ as a veterinarian. 
Gilbert, also his son, was a musician and was once 
the leader of the Norman band. 

Nels Brakke 

Mr. and Mrs. Nels Brakke were among the set
tlers who came here in 1872. They were friends of 
the Hertsgaards who had come here the y�ar before 
and it is told that the Hertsgaards had wntten them 
giving them instructions as to what route to take 
from Fort Abercrombie, as thel'e were no roads to 
follow from that point to the Sheyenne River settle
ment. They were to go in a northwesterly dire�tion 
and when they were witihin a few miles of the nver, 
they were to look for a white cloth flying from the 
top of a pole that the Hevtsgaards . would place . adistance from the river. This they did and they did 
not miss the looation by a mile. Mr. Brakke was 
one of many early settlers who were noted for their 
trustworthiness and could always be depended upon 
for support in any worthwhile undertaki�g. It 'Yas 
he who did the work necessary to obtam the first 
rural mail mute in this community. He was treasurer 
of the school district for over 30 years. In 1898, he 
was elected representative to the legislature from the 
10th district. His son, Engebret, and daughter, Car
rie, are managing the form today. 

Erick Lee 

Erick Lee settled on the farm now owned by his 
son Ted Lee in 1872. In the first years, he sup
ple�ented hi� farm inoome by hauling freight by 
mule team and oxen between Fort Abercrombie and 
Fort Totten. In 1875, he erected a two story home 
of hewed logs and this was at that time t�e fin�st 
house within miles. In 1879 he mamed Miss Bnta 
V angsness who passed away in 1904. He later mar
ried Miss Betsy Lee and to this union nine children 
were born. Mr. Lee was an able business man and 
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Ole Nelson Olsgaard 

Ole Olsgaard was born in Norway in 1845. His 
father died when he was three years old. He had to 
go to work as a herd's boy at_ a very early 

_
age to

help support his mother and sisters. He emigrated 
from Norway to America in 1868, settling at Rock 
Prairie and later moving to Spring Grove, Minne
sota. He arrived in the Kindred vicinity in the spring 
of 1871 together with Peter, Ole, and Knut Herts
gaard a�d Knut Iverson. He was primarily a cattle 
man. He would make trips into Minnesota to buy 
cattle and when these were fattened he would take 
them to Winnipeg, Canada, for m�rketi1!g, "'.alking 
the entire distance, his only compamon bemg his doJ. 

In the fall of 1875 he returned to Norway and 
in the spring of 1876 he returned again bringing 
with him his future wife, Guri Sorbel, and his moth
er who lived with them until her death in 1888. 

Simon Hanson 

Simon Hanson came to this territory in company 
with John Rustad in 1871. His homestead is the 
present farm of Danny Stenb'3rg .. His�ory s�ows that
the train took them as far as Ramsville, Mmnesota. 
From there to Kindred they walked. 

Arne Perhus 

Arne Perhus was born in Norway in 1843. He 
immigrated to America, settling first in G

_
oodhue 

County, Minnesota. In 1871 he c�me to thi� c�m
munity and located southeast of Kmdred. His first 
dwelling was a dug-out in the river bank of the 
Sheyenne River on the present L. A. Perhus farm. 
As this was railroad land and could not be home
steaded, he moved one half mile south where he 
homesteaded eighty acres. He later purchased the 
160 acres that he first settled on from the railroad 
company. Mr. Perhus donated two and one h�lf 
acres of land near his homestead to the commumty 
for a cemetery. 

Even Johnson 

Even Johnson, wi,th his family, came from Nor
way in 1871 to Dakota territory. They 

_
settled nort�

east of Kindred by the Sheyenne River on their 
homestead which is now owned by Martin Kruse. 
Among his sons were Ole, who settled in this com
munity, Martin, who settled near Horace, and Ed
ward who went to McHenry County. Mr. Johnson 
was known in this community as the Sheyenne King. 

Knud Iverson 

Knud Iverson was one of the original scouts who 
selected this area for their future homes in the spring 
of 1871. It is told that he and Ole Hertsgaard plant
ed the first potatoes grown here. He was a strong 
man and one of the feats that the early settlers re
peated again and again was that he carrie? his crop 
of potatoes one year to �oorh

_
ead 01! his back, . asack at a time. He marned Miss Juba Marken m 

1873. She passed away in 1880. In 1882, he mar
ried Miss Anna Ekkre. He was one of the first 
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school directors in his district and a staunch sup
porter of the church. 

Peder Borderud 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Borderud took up their 
homestead on the banks of the Sheyenne in 1871. 
They came by covered wagon which _be�ame tiheir
living quarters that first summer. Their first home, 
a log house, being larger than others, was where the 
settlers met in 1872 to establish a church, and ser
vices were held in it until a school house was erected 
in Norman. He was on the first board of trustees 
for the church and his son, Torbjorn, who was eleven 
years of age at the time, was later, when he· had 
grown to manhood, an officer of the church and the 
school for years on end. T. P. Borderud married 
Miss Kristina Myhre in 1884 and lived here the re
mainder of his life. When he passed away in Jan
uary of 1954, he was 93 years old and had witnessed 
the progress that has been made here since the first 
settler arrived. Another son, Arne, was one of the 
first postmasters at Norman, lonq; before there was 
a Kindred, and another brother, Ole, is remembered 
as one of the most interested and able members of 
the Kindred School Board, in Kindred's school his
tory. 

Jens Olson 

Mr. and Mrs. Jens Olson came here from Cal
mar, Iowa, in 1871. They homesteaded the land 
now owned by Jens M. Olson. The Gol Church is 
located on this land. Their first log house was built 
on the south side of the Sheyenne and was covered 
with hay for a roof. Since the land was not surveyed 
that year, they discovered, as many others did, that 
they built on land that did not belong to them. They 
then built on the north side of the river and this had 
a turf roof and a dirt floo�. These were the parents 
of Ole, Laura, Lars, Ing,a, Martin and John. 

Hans Trangsrud 

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Trangsrud came here in 
1871 from St. Ansgar, Iowa. Mr. Trangsrud had 
been here with Peder Borderud the year before to 
look over ,the land that was at that time a wilder
ness. There was an Indian half-breed living on the 
place where Mr. Trangsrud wanted to settle and by 
bargaining with him, he was able to get the Indian 
to move off by giving him a heifer. Their sons, 
Amund, Axel, Bernard and daughter Bertia came 
with them and it is told that Bernard, together with 
Peder Trana, worked all of one summer with a wheel 
barrow building up the fill for the Northern Pacific 
Railroad going west out of Fargo. 

Peder Lykken 

Peder Lykken and wife came here in 1871. He 
was an aggressive man and we are told that within a 
few years he had a herd of cattle numbering 60 head. 
His farm was located one and a half miles south of 
Kindred. While hauling grain to the mill, his horse 
kicked him and he passed away the next day. 
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B. J. Rogne-Contractor and retired farmer. H<! 
homesteaded at Hettinger, North Dakota. 

Ame Sather-Contracator. 

Edwin Evingson-General store manager and son of 
Rudolph Evingson, pioneer Kindred merchant. 

Rev. E. M. Sletten-Pastor of Kindred Lutheran 
Church. 

A group of Men of Kin
dred and vicinity decked 
out in their derbies, shirts 
and beards, styles of the 
'80's. 

A Group of Ladies dress
Ed up in their Jubilee 
Dresses, Styles of the early 
'SO's. 

William Kenady-Great Northern Railway depot 
agent. 

Dr. H. B. Huntley-Physician, formerly lived at 
Leonard. 

Gerhard Elstad-General store owner and son of 
Anthon Elstad who was a pioneer merohant of 
Kindred. 

Kindred State Bank-John G. Ottis, President who 
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has followed in his father's footsteps. John is also 
a practicing lawyer. 

I 

Ralph L. Trom-Cashier and son of Ole Trom 
of Casselton, North Dakota, and former Kindred 
pioneer citizen. 

Clarence Evenson-Blacksmith to whom people 
come from quite a distance because of his abili
ties. 

Another group of men of 
Kindred and vicinity, with 
their whiskers, hats and 
other Jubilee adornment. 

Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

A group of Kindred and 
vicinity ladies dressed in 
Jubilee attire, dresses. 
hats and other styles of 
that age. The lady seated 
in front is Mrs. Marie Ja
cobson, said to be one of 
the oldest citizens of the 
city. 

Kindred Farmers Elevator Company-Edwin Erick
son, Manager of the Elevator Dapartment and 
son of Knute Erickson. 

Ruben D. Larson-Newly elected manager of the 
Lumber Department and formerly of Hatton, 
North Dakota. 

Kenneth Johnson-Owner of Kindred Pfombing and 
Heating Company, one of Kindred's newest es
tablishments. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

1871 

Jacob Shelver 

Jacob Shelver came to Dakota territory in 1871 
and homesteaded on a form near Norman. Mrs. 
Elias Guberud, who was Shelver's daughter, was 
born on this homestead in 1872. Mr. Shelver was a 
carpenter when he came and on weekends he walked 
to Fargo to get groceries and supplies. Mrs. Martha 
Vangerud was also his daughter. 

Carl Steneger 

Carl Steneger oame from Spring Grove in 1871 
with his family and homesteaded on the farm now 
owned by Harry Stenberg. He sold his farm in 1881 
and mov,ed to Kindred where he clerked in a store 
and taught school. 

Mrs. lngerid Hertsgaard 

In June, 1871, the first covered wagon drawn 
by oxen to reach the Sheyenne River in the Kindred 
vicinity brought Mrs. Ingerid Hertsgaard and her 
family and a young neighbor, Ole E. Perhus. The 
Hertsgaard family consisted of two young men, 
Knut and Peder, and their sisters, Barbara, Bergit 
and Olaug. The oldest brother, Ole, together with 
Knut Iverson Kuso, who had arrived on April 14, 
1871, were sent as scouts to find a suitable location. 
Another sister, Anne, had left Norway with her 
uncle and aunt, the Sorlie family, when she was 
twelve ye·ars of age and located at Spring Grove, 
Minnesotia, but had left for California before her 
motlier.and the rest of the family arrived from Nor
way. The Hertsgaard family oame to Rock Prairie, 
Wisconsin from Norway in 1869 and later proceeded 
to Spring Grove, Minnesota. 

11 

Ole Evanson Oie 

Ole Oie was born in Norway, January 16, 1837. 
He immigrated to Goodhue County, Minnesota, at 
31 years of age. There he was married to Miss Anna 
A. Hawre. He left for the Red River Valley and
arrived at the south banks of the Sheyenne River
about two miles southeast of the present city of
Kindred in May, 1871. One day as the two scouts,
Knut Iverson and Ole Hertsgaard, were exploring
upstream, they spotted a tent and thinking there
might be Indians, they carefully approached the tent
and peeped in. Here they disoovered a white man
mending his shoes. The man was Ole Oie who was
just as surprised as they were since he was of the
opinion he was the only white man along the river
for miles. He had carried the tent on his back as
well as provisions. He homesteaded where he locat
ed the tent and became quite prominent in the set
tlement. In the early 90's he moved with his family
to the state of Washington where he died. August
12, 1920.

Peter Trana 

Peter Trana came to Dakota in 1871 and took 
up homesteading near the Norman Ohuroh. In 1882 
he married Kari Olerud in the school house which 
was used as a church. Coming here when this sec
tion of the country was a wilderness, they endured 
all hardships of pioneer life. 

Ole Foss 

Ole Foss was born in Romerige, Norway, on 
November 5, 1854. He immigrated to Cambia, 
Wisoonsin, in 1870, then later to the Dakota ter
ritory settling on a farm near Kindred in 1871 which 
has since been his home He married Thorine An
derson in 1881. He died at the age of 79 years. 
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neers organized a grain marketing agency under the 
name of the Kindred Farmers Elevator Company. 
This organization had to struggle for its existence 
during its early days. Through the splendid cooper
ation of the community as well as the business men 
of Kindred, it conquered its difficulties, and expand
ed. Other groups have since developed into success
ful business enterprises. When the Kindred School 
was in need of a gymnasium, t!he entire community 
lent a helping hand which resulted in a splendid 
auditorium which also serves as a community center 
today. 

May we, who have been assigned the task of 
gathering material for this area's history, beg your 
indulgence in presenting this booklet. Because of the 
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lack of time - also the lack of information concern
ing many of the pioneers - and, because we desire 
the book to be sold at a reasonable price, we have 
been forced, in many instances, to confine the avail
able information to short sketches. The heads of the 
pioneer families who settled here from 18 71 to 18 8 2 
are those whom we have named. We hope their sons 
and daughters now living, and grandchildren as well, 
will add to their families his,tories as some already 
have done. All of us can be proud of our forefath
ers, and we should develop more "Sven Ulsakers" 
and "J. P. Hertsgaards" who took the time and ef
fort needed in putting down on paper what com
prised muoh of our early history. Without their help, 
we would have very little to report to you today. 

Threshing Scene of early days. 

.. · THE NORMAN COMMUNITY BAND (Taken in 1880's) 
Members, left to right: Gustav Johnson, Chris Sundblad, K. 0. Abraham:son, Christian Olson, 

Chris Owen, Bernhard Trangsrud, Amund Trangsrud, Halvor Dahler, Axel Trangsrud, Ole 
Brodshaug, Helmer Tryhus, Andrew Bakken, Martin Stenhjem, Julius Habberstad, Edward 
Herbranson, John Tryhus, Torbjorn Borderud. 
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Erwin S. Dahlen-Building contractor, son of Ole 
Dahlen. 

Hjalmer Rustad�Museum owiner and son of John 
Rustad. 

Clarence Golberg-Manager of Kindred Oil Com
pany and son of Sven Golberg. 

John Rogne-Contractor, now retired and located 

A mixed groun of. Kin
dred and vicini.ty . ladies 
and men in Jubilel� attire
styles of 1880 o:t: ·a little 
later. 
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Kindred and vicinity la
dies and little girls, all 
dressed up in the styles of 
the eighties. They are ready 
for the seventy-fifth anni
versary Jubilee. 

in Kindred since 1896. 

Ivan Rustad-Implement and auto dealer, excavator 
and masonry contractor, farm owner and lover of 
horses, Grandson of John Rustad. 

Harold Jordet-Recreation Parlor owner and son of 
Albert J ordet. 

Lawrence D. Larsen-Merchant and son of Martin 
Larsen and at present acting postmaster. 
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Willard Grager-Manager of the Cass Cou11ty Elec
tric Cooperative, better known as the R.E.A., 
Rural Electrification Association. 

Wilbur Petry-Hardwareman and auctioneer. 

Albert Berkley-Implement dealer and owner of 
Feecl and Seed Store. 

Mrs. Lawrence Moderow-Operator of Beauty 
Shop. 

Carl Owen-Full-time city employee and son of 
Christ Owen. 

Edwin N. Herwick-Superintendent of the Kindred 
Public Schools. 

C. C. Donnovan-Barber noted for his humor and
generosity with his nickels �to the kiddies.

Lawrence Knutson-Editor of the Kindred Tribune. 

Nate Thompson-Cafe owner and aviation enthus
iast. 

Johnny Dahlen-Manager of the Kindred Municipal 
Liquor Store, retired farmer and son of Ole Dah
len. 

Leonhard Seitz-Gamble Store owner and former 
school teacher. 

Olander Olson-Owner of Kindred Meat Market, 
having taken over the market from his father, Ole 
0. Olson,

Fred Mindeman-Former Theater owner and re
tired farmer from Barney, North Dakota. 

Carl Ulness-Drug Store owner and driver for Kin-
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dred Farmers Union Oil Company. Wife man
ages the Drug Store. Son of Eni;ebret Ulness. 

Fred Backstrand-Hotel and tavern keeper. 

Ted Eckre-Cream station owner, retired farmer 
and son of Andrew Eckre. 

Dr. William J. Ford-Dentist and son of Dr. Wm. J. 
Ford of Fargo. Currently practicing two days per 
week in Kindred. 

Paul Simonson-Teacher and recreational director 
and soon to open the Kay Theater. 

T. and E. Service-Garage owned and operated by
Theadore and Emil Koskela.

Clayton Johnson-Owner of Sheyenne Equipment 
Co.,Implemeint dealer, son of Adolph Johnson. 
of Davenport, North Dakota. 

S. 0. Groethe-Blacksmith and Electrical and paint
store owner.

Lawrence Walstad-manager of Kindred Farmers 
Union Oil Company. 

Mrs. Lowell Simenson-Agent for Avon Cosmetics 

Byron Hamre-Standard Oil Company agent. 

A. H Rich-Garage owner and auto dealer serving
a large territory.

Ing. Sandager-Funeral Home Director, bookkeeper 
for Kindred Implement Company, son of the late 
Rev. C. N. Sandager, pastor of Norman parish. 

These are town men and 
farmers of Kindred and vi
cinity who are all dressed 
up for the Jubilee. Whis• 
kers, hats, hatbands, shirts, 
buttons and everything that 
goes to help along the Ju
bilee. 
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needed farm laborers, it was a common practice for 
them to send tickets to young men who wished to 
emigrate to this country and who later worked long 
enough for the farmer to pay for his fare. Hired 
girls, too, were secured in this manner. Many of 
these "New--comers" wanted to learn English and 
would attend the different schools during the winter 
months. Because of their age variance and their lack 
of speaking English readily, they created quite a 
novelty when they appeared in the primary grades. 

No record can be found where it is told that In
dians molested the early pioneers. They frequently 
traveled the Sheyenne by canoe and oftentimes ap
peared at the homes that dotted the area adjacent 
to it. They generally begged for food, and many a 
housewife who might be home alone with her child
ren, was at her wits end to know what to do in the 
event any disturbance might occur. After receiving 
food, they usually left peacefully, but sometimes 
they acted as if they meant harm since they saw how 
frightened the children were. 

In 1881 and again in 1890, a sad disaster struck 
the settlement in the form of the dreaded disease, 
diphtheria. Our older graveyards show mute evi
dence of the tragedy that visited many of our fam
ilies. The Carl Anderson family lost four of their 
children in the space of a few weeks time, and others 
buried one, two and three. In 1890, the Arne Perhus 
family lost six of their eight children. Neighbors 
with children were unable to give help but Mrs. Knut 
Nipstad and her daughter could not refrain from 
lending their assistance in this time of trouble. They 
were able to keep the disease from the Nipstad home 
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by changing all their clothes out in the woods before 
and after they had been in the Perhus home. What 
coumge and what sympathy they exhibited. 

Mail in a new settlement is of real concern and 
in 1874, a post-office was established in a log house 
s1tuated about three miles southwest of Kindred. It 
was called Sibley, in memory of General Sibley, who 
had crossed the prairies with his army in 1863 at 
about this point. The first postmasters were Enge
bret Vangsness and Erick Tune and it is said that 
they kept the mail in a box under the bed for safe
keeping. A:t first, the mail came once a week by 
carrier, from Holy Cross on the Wild Rice River, the 
first carrier having been Even Knutson who had a 
cart drawn by a bob-tailed horse. Others who car
ried mail (some by horseback) were Ghrist Owen. 
Iver Hopstad, Charles Morgan and a Schultz, of 
Owego. The route extended as far west as Fort Ran
som. In a few years, this postoffice was discontinued 
and one started at Norman. Later when Kindred 
had a postoffice there was a star route from Barrie 
to Kindred and then to Norman, the service being 
frequent. Norman served a large area and Gustav 
Johnson was the last pos,tmaster there. 

There is something in the atmosphere or in the 
fertile soil of this community, or both, placed there 
by nature's God, which makes the roots of plants 
and men alike, grow deep into this productive soil. 
It may be through this influence that a spirit of help
fulness and cooperation between neighbors has been 
fostered in our midst. This sipirit has spread through-
out the city of Kindred and the entke area. 

Kindred was not very old when a group of pio-

An Early Threshing Scene, Propably of the early '90's as the machine has the straw-carrier instead of a blower, 
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The hardships that the early settlers had to en
dure were greater than any of us today would be 
willing to bear. It took real courage to start their 
journey by oxen drawn wagons over trails that were 
not found on any map. They were told that they 
could expect threats of violence by Indians, the de
struction of crops by hordes of grasshoppers, the 
mosquitoes that plagued both man and beast, the 
uncertainty of crops because of frequent floods, the 
great distances to markets and the severe winters and 
storms. Still they came. Tihe hope that here they 
could soon own a homestead of one hundred and 
sixty acres and later acquire more by purchase or by 
the planting of trees, spurred them. The goals they 
set for themselves lightened the burdens of sweat and 
toil that they encountered in achieving them. 

The lack of money was experienced by almost all 
of these early settlers. Some took advantage of the 
need for laborers at Fort Abercrombie where the 
government maintained a large garrison and had to 
put up a lot of hay besides cropping land to produce 
feed for their many horses . It is told that Petter 
Trana was one of those who worked at the Fort. On 
a Sunday that he wanted to look over his home
stead on tlhe Sheyenne river, he walked the twenty 
miles, the distance it lay from the Fort. Later in the 
day, he walked back again, a total distance of forty 
miles , and, quite likely thought notlhing of the feat. 
In the early seventies, employment was to be had in 
Moorhead and later in Fargo, but few could be 
spared because of the need for every able bodied 
man or woman to help build the log houses and 
stables that were so desperately needed to be com
pleted before winter set in . 

These early settlers , having all come from across 
the seas by s ail bo ats, a journey that oftentimes took 
months and weeks because of adverse winds and 
rough seas, were a friendly people . No one was able 
to be so independent that he and his family could 
live and work by themselves . To help one another 
was the order of the day. They shared their good 
fortunes as well as their sorrows . Little things, such 
as the purchase of a simple chair that would add 
comfort. t<? �heir horn� could be . an occasion of neigh
borly re101cmg. Imagme the enjoyment from the first 
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potatoes dug from the rich soil when served on their 
tables. Fresh milk was missing to many for months 
at a time. Yeast, that must be kept growing in every 
home, if accidently spilled or destroyed, had to be 
obtained from the good neighbor 's wife. 

This virtue of friendliness so prevalent in this 
new settlement, is one that we could stress more in 
our lives today. No home was so cr o wded that 
friends or strangers alike were not welcomed for food 
or shelter, and the host did not apologize for the 
accommodations he co uld offer. Everyone was happy 
to give of what they had. Neither did they hesitate in 
working together in obtaining the means that built 
character, the church, and the school. Each succeed
ing year saw improvements, and today we can point 
with pride to the co untless visible accom plishments 
that have made this community what it is today. 

In 1 8 80, when the railroad was being built, many 
obtained work as the soil that was needed in building 
up the road bed was moved by men with spades and 
wheel-barrows . Picture the amount of work this re
quired. Many years later, one could see the mounds 
of soil where the plank had rested while the earth 
around it had been wheeled in to the road bed . This 
graphically illus,trates the great changes that have 
taken place in these seventy -five years that we are 
now celebrating. Today we live in a machine age 
that has made such progress that factories are able , 
through electronic controls, to manufacture com
plete machines witho ut the manual super vision or
control of men. In the days of our firs t settlers . 
every undertaking required hand labor and much of 
it. This was not the place for shirkers to come to . 
Here, work, just plain work, spelled success and 
work they did ! 

Since most of these early settlers had friends and 
relatives in Norway who, too wished to emigr ate to 
these United States ,  but oould not because of the 
lack of funds, it was not long before "New- comers" 
began arriving in our midst. It is hard for us to rea
li:re today the scrimping and saving that our fore
fathers imposed on .themselves in order that they 
might help relatives and friends to share in the op
portunities offered here . Later, when our farmers 

Farm Seen� in the early '90 's .  This farm home titled "One of Our Modern Farms," will be found on another page
The two pictures demonstrate the progress made. 
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Thomas Hagen -Electrical contractor, son of Einar 
Hagen. 

Ben Gilbertson -Owner of apiary and nursery for-
merly of Milnor, North Dakota. 

J. G. _Owen -Electrician and local manager of Otter 
Tail Po wer Company, son of Christ Owen. 

Carl Trom -Owner of Kindred Implement Com
pany, local �ohn Deere dealer. Formerly agent for 
Standard Oil Company. Present mayor of Kin
dred and son of Ole Trom. 

Art Johnson -Co -o wner of Korner Ser vice Station . 

Grant Ellingson -Co -owner of Korner Ser vice Sta
tion. 

Johnny Skari_,Building contractor and son of Iver 

Skari. 

Carroll Beguhn -Local McNess dealer. 

Iver Solvick- Well digger. 

Rev. Gruneich -Pas tor of Evangelical United Breth
ren Church . 
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C. C. Clemmons -Associate Editor of the Kindred 
Tribune and former owner. 

Edwin Overboe -Certified seed potato gr o wer and 
owner of large warehouse facilities in Kindred. 
Son of Thomas Overboe. 

John and Lloyd Andvick -Potato warehouse o wn
ers, father and son farmers. Dealers in certified 
seed potatoes. 

Norris Swenson- Television repairman and .farmer, 
son of Ole Swenson. 

M. Donald Schmit -Local manager of Northwes t-
ern Bell Tele phone Company. 

Mrs. Thomas Hagen -Dressmaker. 

Mrs. Leonard Seitz -Dressmaker . 

Jack's Cafe -Formerly the Kindred Ho tel Cafe no w 
oper a ted by Jack Kepros . 

Dr. E. J. War wick--Chiropractor who gives par t 

time ser vice in Kindred each week. 

One of the many Moder n Far ms in the Kindr ed Ar ea .
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rite Rig lire 
It was two o'clock in the morning of May 28th, 

in 1901. That was the time of THE BIG FIRE that 
destroyed nearly half of K�ndred's business district. 
The fire started in the butcher shop operated by Mr. 
M. Rube[ He had started to render lard the day
before and quite likely, this was the cause of the 
conflagration. 

They ,were fortunate in that ,there was very little 
wind but the fire was so intense that burning shingles 
and embers were carried nearly two miles north of 
town, and the sky was lit up as bright as day. 

With �o fire fighting equipment available in that 
day except water pumped from a well and carried 
in a pail, the fire raged until it had destroyed twenty
two business places. 

Many stories can be told of the efforts of men 
and women to save their belongings. For example 
-the Johnson Sisters operated a millinery shop a)nd
they carried their stock of hats in boxes out into a
inea11by field. Next day, they discovered that they
had transported many boxes that had been empty.
Another story told, was - a merchant whose store
did not burn but seemed to be doomed, became so
excited that he was unable to unlock the door. He
proceeded to kick in. a window. �nother - in the
excitement of removmg merohand1se from the Ev
ingson'is store,· Miss Mmnie Evingson, then a young 
lady, grabbed a keg of herring weighing perhaps 100 
pounds and of little value, carrying it out when she 
could have saved bolts of silks and satins instead. 

Many of Kindred's first buildings were poorly 
constructed and designed. After the fire, Kindred 
experi�nced a building boom and the destroyed 
buildings were replaced with improved structures 
that have helped make Kindred the business center 
that it is today. 

Here is how the fire was reported in the columns 
of the Fargo Forum at thart time. 

"Pretty Little Town of Kindred, In Southern Cass, 
Suffers a Severe Loss By Fire. Almost the Entire 
Business Section of the City in Ruins. Loss $100,-
000, Insurance $32,000. 

"Two bfocks of the business portioin of the city 
are in ruins as the result of the big conflagration 
whkh started here at 2 o'clock this morning. 

"The burning buildings include the leading busi
ness houses, hotel, bank, and newspaper. Twenty
two places were destroyed and the total loss is placed 
a:t $100,000, with rubout $32,000 insura1nce. 

The flames were first discovered in the butcher 
shop owned by M. Rubel. There was very little 
wind, but the fire gained good headways before the 
citizens were aroused and as all the buildings were 
frame, and some of them old, the blaze spread rap
idly. Lack of any organized fire department or fa-

cilities for fighting the flames made it impossible to 
check the progress of the fire till the best portion of 
the city had been destroyed. 

Among the places burned were: Johnsoin's livery 
,stable, Rubel's meat market, the blacksmith shop, 
Rustad's machinery hall, Rustad'1i hotel, The Kin
dred Tribune, The Kindred State Bank, Prom's res
taurant, barber shop, Halland's lumber yard, Eving
soo's big general store, the postofifice, Myhra's hard
ware store, Berg's restaurant, millinery store, Myh
ra's lumber yard, Richard's residence, and Myhra 
machine shed. 

The latter had just been completed and were 
ready for occupancy. 

Four other places were bl.llfned. 

A call for help was sent to Davenport and efforts 
were made to bring the engine down, but it was too 
larte to accomplish anything. 

The citizens worked hard to protect the property 
and their efforts at saving some of the merchaindise 
was foirly successful. A great deal of matter was 
carried out, though some of it was badly damaged. 

Evingson, Myhra and Rustad are the heaviest 
losers. Tl;te fire falls doubly on Editor Weatherhead 
of the Kindred Tribune, who was burned out at 
Hunter a few months ago. He removed here and 
had just gotten nicely started, in business. His paper 
will be issued this weeks just as if nothing happe\ned. 

All the burned district will.he rebuilt with brick. 

OUR EFFORTS FOR BETTER ROADS 

With many of our roads in our area made up of 
heavy gumbo that can be impassable in wet weather, 
our township officers in Normanna and Davenport 
Townships and the Kindred Coll)ncil started, back 
in 1944, a p1an for a better system of maintaining 
roads. After a period of discussion and an election, 
it was decided to jointly purchase a diesel powered 
road maintainer and to hire an operator by the year 
to insure the best roads possible. 

In 1945, the ma�ntiainer was delivered, and a 
large garage erected in Kindred. This outfit has now 
been in operation for ten years and has been the 
means of furnishing the community with roads that 
are usuable both winter and summer. Gravel has 
been spread on most of the township roads, es
pecially those that are traveled most, a1nd we have 
several county roads that pass through this area. 

The city of Kindred has let a contraot that will 
pav,e most of the streets ,and we hope that much of 
the work will be finished by the time of our 75th 
Anniversary Celebration. Thus, we can chronicle 
another milestone in our path of progress. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

provided for man and beast. Some crops, such as 
potatoes and a little wheat were planted so that there 
would be food through the winter. There was an 
abundance of game on these prairies and fish in the 
Sheyenne river that could be taken by those who had 
the time and inclination to hunt and fish. Wild fruits, 
such as June berries, chokecherries, gooseberries and 
plums helped to vary the diet of those hungry, hard
working pioneers. 

In the space of only a few years, every acre of 
land along the Sheyenne was homesteaded or pur
chased from the Northern Pacific Railroad, who had 
obtained every other section in a strip forty miles 
wide on the north and south side of the N. P. Rail
road going west. The government had made this 
allotment of land availwble to the Railroad as an 
incentive for the Northern Pacific to extend their 
railroad to the Pacific Coast. 

The earliest settlers who located along the river 
did not believe that much of the prairie land would 
ever be fit for farming. The tall grass held the mois
ture so that during the summer, much of the land 
was soggy and covered with water. As each succeed
ing year brought more and more settlers by 18 81, 
nearly all the land for miles had been taken or pur-
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chased. When this Red River Valley land was ·made 
black by the plow, the settlers soon discovered that 
most of it could produce crops in abundance, and 
the sun and winds soon dried up the excess water. �· 

Practically all of our pioneers were Norwegians. 
Most of them had come from Norway to relatives or 
friends who had settled in southern Minnesota, 
northern Iowa and parts of Wisconsin. They found 
work there for one or more years, then striking out 
for the Red River Valley. In most cases, these Nor
wegians were young people. They were an ambitious 
lot and accustomed to hard work and a simple mode 
of life since they were the sons and daughters of 
parents who had little with which to provide of 
earthly goods but nevertheless strong both spiritually 
and physically. They were an adventurous people. 
They undoubtedly inherited this trait from their Vik
ing fore-fathers. In the homeland surroundings, 
there was little oppol.11:unity for young folks to better 
their lot. Since they had read about the brilliant 
future that America offered and had spoken with 
those who had :been here and were back home on a 
visit, it is not surprising that so many young people 
were leaving Norway and other parts of Europe in 
this period, consequently making their governments 
worry about their declining population. 

ALL RESIDENTS OF KINDRED BEFORE 1880 
Left to right, standing: Louis Ottis, George Vangsness, Anthon Elstad, J. 0. Hertsgaard, J. J. Nettum 

Erick Swiggum, Lars Lahren, Andrew Olerud, Martin Stenberg, Ole Jordet, Nels H. Myhre, Elling Ulness; 
Tom Perhus. 

Middle row: Mrs. T. P. Borderud, T. P. Borderud, Lars Swiggum, Nels H. Bergh. 
Front row: Henry Husebye, Ed Nygard, John Jensen, Christ Nygard. 
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Jlisf (1t!f (11 Kindred
INTRODUCTION TO HISTORY OF PIONEER 
SETTLERS OF KINDRED COMMUNITY 

In this year of 1955, many of us are trying to 
recreate the past as it was experienced in this Kin
dred community when the first settlers came here in 
1871. Eighty-four years have come and gone, yet 
we have a few who can remember the coming of 
the first train and the struggles and hardships their 
parents had to face. They have lived through the 
bad and good times alike and have made Kindred 
and the surrounding area what it is today. 

Our history must start with the coming of two 
young men, namely Ole Hertsgaard and Ole Iverson, 
who came here in the spring of 1871. Having been 
sent by their friends and relatives, they were to find 
the best possible land on which they all could build 
their homes and develop their farms. It should be 
stated that in 1870, Peder Borderud, Simon Hanson, 
his nephew, John Rustad and Ole Svengaard had 
been in this area of the Red River Valley to see 
what possibilities this land offered. They came by 
horses and wagon and returned to Iowa, some of 
them coming back again the next year with their 
families or friends. 

As our history is to include only the settling of 
Kindred and adjacent area, we must confine our
selves to those who started their homes here. Since 
the two scouts, Hertsgaard and Iverson, decided that 
this was the place that they could recommend to 

their friends, they sent a letter, mailing it from Fort 
Abercrombie, back to Houston County, Minnesota, 
where their relatives and friends were temporarily 
living with other relatives who had established homes 
there. In June, a covered wagon drawn by oxen 
finally brought the first family to settle here. This 
was the Hertsgaard family composed of the mother, 
Mrs. Ingeri Hertsgaard, Ole's brothers Knut and 
Peder, and their sisters, Barbara, Birget and Olaug. 
Ole E.Perhus also came with this group as he had 
been a neighbor. Another young man by the name 
of Ole E. Oie came in contact with tihe the two scouts 
in May of that year and was with them when these 
settlers arrived. 

They proceeded to settle on lands that they 
thought could be homesteaded although no one knew 
where the section and quarter lines might be as only 
township lines had been surveyed. Later in the sum
mer, the following families came: Peder Borderud, 
Hans Bjerke, Simon Hanson, Erick Lee, Arne Lee, 
Soren Ottis, Petter Trana, Hans Trangsrud, Ole 
Tuskind, Hans Ellefsrud, Ole Herbrandson, Even 
Johnson, Carl Nelson, Gullick Olsoin, Helge Olson, 
Ole Olsgaard, Ole Stromsness and John Rustad. 

These first settlers all took up homesteads on 
land adjacent to the Sheyenne river since its timber 
and water contributed much in making this land 
their home. We can imagine the activity in which 
these first pioneers were engaged. Shelter had to be 

FIFTEEN OF THE EARLY SHEYENNE RIVER PIONEERS 
(Taken in 1905) 

Standing, left to right: Ole Toppen, Iver Braaten, Peder J. Hertsgaard, Ole Tideman, Ole Perhus, 
Knut Haakenson, Arne Perhus, Sitting: Erik T. L�e, �ven Ulsaker, Knut Hertsgaard, Ole N. Olsgaard,
Knut Iverson Koso, Asle Mikk.el::ion, Thore Erikson, N1I� l3r;;ikke.
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Jt �akes A StrOHf/Cf �{1 rel! rite Stor11 

In the May 24th, 1928, issue of the Kindred TrUC �t!'ke:.6ttitural side of life. The cultural activities center 
bune, we find a story that we think is worth repe;;tt- around the Church ajnd school, etc." End of quota
ing. Mr. Alf Ringen was the editor at that time and tion .. 
in another am:icle tells of the Bankers of the Third 
District having held then- annual cQnvention in Kin
dred the previous week. They held their meeting in 
the school auditorium opening the meeting at eleven 
A.M. After having lunch, the Bankers were shown
around town and after holding their afternoon ses
sioin, were taken on a trip around our countryside
led by Mr. John VanArnam and Mr. Fred Irish of
Fargo. When they returned, they were served a
banquet prepared by the local Ladies Aid in the
Church basement. Music was furnished by the High
School Glee Club and also the orchestra. A reporter
from the Fargo Forum must have been in attendance
since fue Forum carried a fine editorial the next day.
This is what Mr. Ringen printed oin the front page
with the heading that we have used above.

Here is what the Forum stated "Kindred is a de
lightful little ,town, surrounded by one of the wealth
iest, happiest, most contented farming communities 
of the state. One would go far before finding a more 
serene and placid pastoral scene than is to be wit-
1nessed in driving almost any direction from Kindred, 
but particularly in the view to the southwest. The 
gentle slope of the first beach of old Lake Aggassiz 
dotted with picturesque groves may be seen in the 
distance as it gradually dses above the level floor of 
the flat valley bottom land - a landscape of real 
beauty." 

"But there is more to the countryside than pretty 
landscapes, as is proved by the fact that Kindred 
bank deposits total close to $1,500,000. Is it little 
wonder then that the people of Kindred have a com
munity pride and loyalty that is fairly bubbling over? 

"In oine of the store windows there was a display 
of several pictures of athletic teams of the Kindred 
High School, of the Glee Clubs and the Orchestra 
of the school and a placard which told all that 'Kin
red Takes Pride In Its School.' 

"At a banquet which was served in the fine ban
quet room of the Kindred Lutheran Church, the visi
tors were given evidence that Kindred is developing 

In this year of 1955, we find that the bank de
posits in the Kindred State Bank is, and has been 
for ,several years, approximately $2,000,000. It is 
also estimated that our citizens have purchased and 
are holding over. $500,000 in Government bonds. 
This should demonstrate that our Kilndred communi
ty is in a healthy financial condition. 

In a:-eviewing the sights that one can see today 
both in our city and in our surrounding farming 
area, one can inot help but feel the same feelings of 
pride as expressed by the Forum in 1928. When we 
look at the many fine business establishments, the 
beautiful homes and well kept lawns in Kindred, the 
many fine farmsteads peopled with fine farm folk 
who practice the best in farming methods as is evi
denced by their beautiful fields of grailn, potatoes, 
sugar beets, alfalfa, soy beans and pastures, we can 
be proud of past achievements. 

Kindred has"· always been a bustling business 
town. In these later years, we have had a yard stick 
by which we could measure a town's business ac
tivity, namely the sales tax figures released each year. 
In 1953 and again in 1954, K�ndred collected more 
sales taxes per capita than any other town or city in 
the state and topped the list by a liberal margin. This 
year Tioga led the list but we believe that their pop
ulation has increased several times over because of 
their finding oil and that the figures released did not 
give us a true .picture. 

In bringi)ng this history to a close, we wish to 
acknowledge our thanks to the editors of the Kindred 
Tribune, both past and present. Without the files of 
the Tribune at our disposal, it would have been im
poss�ble for us to have given you much information 
that we have included in this booklet. We have been 
fortunate �n having had a newspaper published con
tinuously since 1900 and we are proud of its record. 

Kindred's past has been outs1!anding. The whole 
community looks forward to a promising future. 
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These Firms Contributed To Help Make Our 

Diamond Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

R. E. Burneister Electric Corp. 

Minneapolis, Min'n. 

Bergstrom-Vorborg Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

· Battin Paper Products

· Minneapolis, Minn.

Barton Salt Co. 

Hutchinson, Kansas 

. Branick Company, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. ·. · 

Bergseth Fish Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Geo. A. Clark & Son 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Coca-Cola Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Cass Clay Creamery Assn. 

Moorhead, Minn. 

Cargill, Inc, 

Minneapolis, Min·n. 

Oliver A. Eide 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Curtis 1000, Inc. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Dakota Electric Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Dacotah Paper Co . 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

El Mar Sales Co., Ine. 

. Minneapolis, Minn. 

Fargo Foundry 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fairmont Creamery Co. 

11-foorhead, .Minn. 

Fargo Glass & Paint Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

• 
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7 :00 to 9:00 
9:30 

11 :00 

Program 
Sunday, July 3rd 

Forenoon 
Fly In Breakfast 
Dedication of the Hamry 1Airfield 
Religious Service 
Community Chorus, Victor Hehn, Director 

Afternoon 
Sunday Afternoon Old Settlers Get-Together 

Evening 
8 :30 Pageant ( Kith and Kindred) 

8:00 
8:30 

10:30 
10:30 

l :30
2:00
4:00
5:30
7:00

8:30 

10:00 

8:00 
l 0:00
10:00

l :00
2:00
2:30
5:00
7:30

Monday, July 4th 

Forenoon 
Registration of Visitors Commences 
Pion·eer Breakfast cit the Kindred High School Gymnasium 
Jet Salute 
Parade (Old Time) 

Afternoon 
Horse Parade 
Rodeo 
Baseball (Walcott Independents vs. Kindred Independents) 
Firemen's Water Fight 
Band Concert 

Evening 
Pageant (Kith and Kindred) 
Fi reworks fol lowing the Pag,eant 
Dance 

Tuesday, July 5th 

Forenoon 
Registration 
Jet Salute 
Parade 

Afternoon 
Sam Lykken Recognition 
Horseshoe Tournament 
Baseball Game (Kindred Jr. Legion vs. Lisbon Jr. Legion) 
Band Concert 
Free Show ( Harris Nelson, Patty Clark, Lee Stewart and 

Ken Kennedy) 
Awarding of Prizes 

ALL DAY EVENTS 

See
Exhibits 
Wi Id Life Exhibits 

Roving German Band 
Fairway Shows 
Pioneer Exhibits 

5 
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These Firms Contributed To Help Make Our 

Diamond Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

Fargo Linoleum Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fritz Truck 

Enderlin, N. Dak. 

Fargo Detroit Ice Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fargo Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fairway Foods 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Minnesota Farm Bureau Plant 

/Yloorhead, Minn. 

Fargo Seed House 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fargo Steel Products, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Fargo Packing Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Gaffaney's 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Gamble Robinson Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

R. F. Gunkleman & Sons 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

George Kem Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Gerold Equipment Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Great Lakes Coal & Dock 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Graybar Electric Co. 

IY/inneapolis, Minn. 

U:olsum Bakery 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

A. J. Hausauer 

Wahpeton, N. Dak. 
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These Firms ':Contributed To Help Make Our 
Diamona :Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

Hektner Insurance 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Hudson Mfg; Co. 

Minneapotis, Minn. 

R. R. Howell & Co. 

. '11inneapo.is, Minn. 

ffighway Trailer Co. 
. Edgerton/ Wis. 

T. E. Ibherson Co. 

Minneapotis, Mi.nn. 

Interstate Seed & Grain Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Jacobson Machine.tW:orks 

lJri.1t:-nineapo,is, Minn. 

A. Kemp Fish Co.
Duluth, Minn:

Knerr Ice Cream Co. 
Fargo, lY. Duk. 

Kost. Bros. 
Moorhe'lld, Minn. 

Knife River Coal Mining Co. 

Bismarck, N. Dak. 

Lochtan Bros. Co. 
C hie ago, Ill. 

Lavelle Lumber Sales Co. 
Fargo, N. Dak. 

1. H; Miller Mfg. Co.
St. Paul, Minn.

Midland Coop., Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Murphy Products Co. 
Burlington, Wis. 

Nodak Wholesale Supply Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Northern School Supply Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

A pageant, "Kith and Kindred," to be presented 
on July 3 and 4, was planned, written, and directed 
by a committee of Kindred people. The cast is made 
up of members of nearly every family in the com
munity. It was the committee's aim to choose in
cidents, serious and humorous, typical of Kindred's 
development from a settlement of pioneer farm 
homes to a well-knit community with a small city as 
its center. 

Tihe pageant is a series of pictures beginning 
with the coming of the first settler in Barrie Town-
ship in 1869 to a scene in a 1955 kitchen. An ox 
team and covered wagon bring in the first settlers' 
families. A pioneer home forms the background 
showing the organization of the first church and 
Ladies' Aid Society, and a rehearsal of the famous 
Norman Silver Concert Band. Kindred's first Fourth 
of July celebmtion follows scenes depictizyg the 
building of the railroad and the first train on the 
new line. There is a reproduction, life-size, of a 

3 

photograph of Kindred's earliest baseball team. In 
the Opera House, a square dance party takes place, 
as well as Alexander Bull's violin concert, a meeting 
of the High Binders' Club, a party by the Woodmen, 
featuring a male quartet and a punch bowl, and the 
graduation exercises of an eighth grade class. Fol
lowi11-g the highlights of Kindred's disastrous fire of 
1900, the first mail carrier in North Dakota will 
cross the stage, and the "cup doctor" will appear. 
Small groups of the f908-1912 period take the fam
iliar walk along the railroad tracks to the river, and 
a high school class on a picnic sing songs of World 
War I. Mr. and Mrs. Sam Lykken in a picture of 
the development of Kindred L barley are followed 
by th\;: Rural Electrification story. In the final scene, 
veterans · of wars, 4-H members, the high sohool 
band, and members of the pageant cast are grouped 
about a human flag. The pageant comes to a close 
with the band leading the assemblage on stage and 
the audience in the Natio11!al Anthem. 

Early Fourth of July Celebration in Kindred. 
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These Firms 

Diamond 

Contributed To Help Make Our 

Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

North Dakota Metal Culvert Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Newday Seedsmen 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Northwestern Hannah Fuel Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

O'Day Equipment Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Otter Tail Power Co. 

Wahpeton, N. Dak. 

Peschel's 

Breckenridge, Minn. 

L. G. Pratt Co.

Fargo, N. Dak. 

The Pierce Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Pioneer Coffee Co. 

Moorhe,ad, Minn. 

Picands Mather & Co. 

West Duluth, Minn. 

Russ Buick Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Russell Miller Milling Co. 

Valley Cit.v, N. Dak. 

Rott-Keller Supply Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Richland County Farmer-Globe 

W c;hpeton, N. Dak. 

Rudy's Distributing Service 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Red Dot Foods, Inc. 

11,1 adison, Wis. 

Standard Oil Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Shirley-Ohnstad Co., Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

51 

FARMER-GLOBE, WAHPETON, N, D. 



52 Kindred Diamond Jubilee 

These Firms 
Diamond 

Contributed To Help Make Our 
Jubilee Celebration a Success. 

Sizer Grain Service 

Rochester, Minn. 

Stoudt Briquets Co. 

St. Paul, Minn, 

Truax Traer Coal Co. 

Minot, N. Dak. 

Tip Top Bakery 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

W. W. Wallwork, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Warner & Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Farmers Union G.T.A. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Deere & Webber Co. 

Minneap.olis, Minn. 

Berg Fargo Motor Supply Inc. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Dakota Photo Engraving Co. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Wolverton Creamery 

W olvert,on, Minn. 

Weber Service 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Western Newspaper Union 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Weyerhauser Sales Co. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Wahpeton Pottery 

Wchpeton, N. Dak. 

Western Auto Parts, Inc. 

Fargo, N. Dak. 

Pioneer Fanning Mill Co. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dakota Sash & Door Co. 

Fargo, N. D. 

Bardwell-Robinson 

Fargo, N. D. 

Tom Leonard 

Moorhead, Minn. 

Northwestern Bell Telephone Co, 

A Brief History -1871-1955 

A :Dedicatiou to tlte Pioneers 

The deep hush hovered over the wide, wide plain as the long, lush grasses 
whispered softly to one another. For centuries it was thus. Then suddenly the 
silence was broken by the creak and groan of the great wheels of the conestoga 
wagons as they lumbered across the Red River and the Sheyenne. The plains 
rippled their welcome to the intruders. There is room enough for all, they pro
claimed. 

Some arrivers looked hungrily upon the treelessness of the prairie. This is 
Utopia, they exclaimed. "Here anything will grow without effort. We will return 
in silks and satins, our pockets lined with gold." Some others, more skeptical, 
looked deeper and saw the moisture standing upon the surface of the land, held 
there by the profusion of grasses. They shook their heads. "It's too wet. Nothing 
will grow. It's like a vast swamp." Still others, wiser by far, looked deeper yet
at the rich, sweet-smelling earth. They knew that this was their new home-that 
here unstinted effort would be bountifully rewarded. 

They rolled up their sleeves and they planted their seeds. And the roots 
reached far into the fertile soil and was nourished. They rolled up their sleeves yet 
higher and built their homes, their churches, their schools and. their town. These 
were the roots of a solid community, an uncluttered way of life. 

They worked, planned, struggled, prayed, wept and laughed. And they built. 
They lost loved ones in raging blizzards and relentless diphtheria epidemics and 
comforted one another. They sowed by hand, harvested by hand and threshed their 
grain by the trample of sturdy oxen feet. They made their own clothing, grew their 
own food, ground their own grain and yet ihad time for neighborliness - time 
to help the sick neighbor, to welcome the lonely stranger and to chatter light-heart
edly with friends. 

It is to this land, and to these pioneers who first peopled it that we dedicate 
this book and this diamond jubilee celebration. Whether we are of those who still 
call this community our home, or whether we are of those who have scattered to 
the far corners of the earth, it is here we have our roots. 

TO OUR PIONEER PARENTS 

They rest within the shelter of the prairies, 
To which they carne to seek their living from the sod, 

With 1:ts long grasses undulating in the winds 
Like waves iipon the sea, and then as pathless as an ocean. 

May we now living on this ground, patterned with farmsteads, 
Thriving towns and fields of golden grain, 

Perpetuate their memory with Honor, Pricle and Gratitude; 
For their untold vicissititdes with stalwart bravery borne, 

Their vision for the fiiture, and their faith in God to lead them, 
We give them homage. 

Alvilla Trana Tryhns 

1 
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